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THE HISTORY OF COMFPFULSORY EDUCATION
IN NEW ENGLAND

CHAPTER 1.

InTRopucToRy @ THE Oriiy oF Mopery Coseuisory Epu-
CATION, AND THE ProGREsS oF UNIVERSAL Envcation
AXD THE PrINCIPLE oF COMPULSION IN THE
SIXTEENTH CENTURY.

MopErY compulsory cducation has its origin o the Reforma-
tion.* The making of man responsible for the religions ' faith
that is within him"" put upon each one the ohligation of reading
and understanding the Bible for himself. It made the education of
the people, among all branches of the Protestant faith, a religious
duty to be as carefully and conscientionsly performed as any other
duty contained in the religious creed they had accepted. This
explains the great attention that Luther and Calvin, the chief
exponents of the Protestant reform, gave to the establishment of
schools for the people.  During the remainder of Luther's life after
his revolt from Rome, he advocated nniversil education and wrged
the establishment of schools for the masses. While he believed
*“the church is the mother of the school,"' he urged the establish-

*In the sixth year of the seigi of fames 1%, of Scotland (1454), 2 statnte ordered all
barons and frecholders to pot thelr soas and beics ay school ' from six or niwe years of age
and keep them there until they shonld hove perfect Latin uncer o penalty of 20 After
that they ware 1o study Philosophy and Law for three years, This statute was oot univensal
in its application ; it applicd ounly to the upper closses.  [n 1his respect it differs from present
day legislalion wn this subircl, Movpherson's ''Anuals of Commerce,' Vol I, p. 7. See
alsa, “* Historical Survey of Educattou in Scotland Prior to the Establishment of the Presept
Syrsten,' b Beport af Cammissivies of Hdvention, t58y—go, Vol L, p. 213,




6 Fhe History of Compulsory Education

ment and support of schools by municipalities, In 1524, in an
address on this subject to the mayors and aldermen of Germany he
says: ‘‘Dear rulers, if we must spend so much yearly upon
artillery, roads, bridges, dykes, and innumerable other things of
the same kind, in order that a city may have temporal peace and
tranquillity, why should we not spend as much on the poor, needy
vouth, that we may support an able man or twe for school-
master 2%  He not only urged the establishment of schools by
every city and village for the sake of the mental and moral train-
ing of the youth, but he urged such a coorse as a duty the
municipality owed to itself. He believed that the safety, strength,
and perpetuity of municipalitics depended more on the schools
they established than on their armies and fortifications. In the
address which has just been quoted he emphasizes this belief in no
uncertain language. *° Therefore it is becoming,”’ he says, “lor
the council and the magistrates to have the greatest care and
diligence far the youth. For since the good, the honar, the life,
and the activity of a great city is committed to their faithful hands,
they do not act justly before God and the world when they do not
seek the prosperity and improvement of the city with all their
power, night and day. Now a city's prosperity lies not alone
in accumulating great treasures, producing strong walls, beautiful
houses, and munitions of war ; indeed where there is much of this,
and reckless fools come into power, it is 5o much the worse, and of
greater detriment to the city. But this is the best and richest
increase, prosperity, and strength of the city, that it has many
polished, learned, judicious, honorable, and well-bred citizens ;
who when they have been able to accumulate treasures and great

* An die Biicgermeinter und Rathshercen aller Stidie Destschlands, dass sie chrstliche
Schulen aufrichton und halien acllen,

" Liebe Herren, musz man jbrlich sa vivl srenden an Bichsen, Wege, Btege, Ddmmne, wod
dergleichen unzihlige Sticke mehr, damit cine Stadt zeitlichen Frieden und Gemach babe;
warum sollte man nicht vielmebr doch auch no viel wenden an die dusstige arme Jugend, dasz
man elnem geschickten Mann acer fwel 20 Schalmeisiemn hielio ? "—DOr, Marfn Luther's re.
Sarmatorizche Schriften vun v, Kuvl Zimwmerwans | Darwistadd, mizy, Pweiler Band,
Seite sry.
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wealth may keep and use them rightly."'# Again, in a letter to
John the Constant, who had sueceeded his brother Frederick the
Wise as elector in 1525, he says: ** Where there is a city which has
the ability, your electoral grace has the power to compel [the
people] to support schools, pulpits, and parishes.  TI they will not
do it for their salvation, then consider that your electoral grace, as
highest guardian of the youth and of all others needing super-
vision, shall compel them to do so, just as they are compelled
to give and render services toward bridges, paths, and roads, or
other matters pertaining to the public interest.’'{

His plans for universal education did not end with the establish-
ment and support of schools by municipalities.  In his sermon on
the *' Duty of Sending Children to Scheol,"” he maintains that it is
both the right and the duty of the state to enact laws compelling

parents to send their children to schosl. '*1 maintain,” he savs,
*“that the civil authorities are under obligations to compel the
people to send their children ta school. . . . 1f the govern-

ment can compel such citizens as are it for military service to bear
spear and rifle, to mount ramparts, and perform other martial
duties in time of war | how much more has it a right to compel the
people to send their children to schoal, because in this case we are

* " Darum will es hier dem Rath und der Obrigheit gebihren, die allargrisete Sorge wnd
Fleine aul dos junge Volk zo baben, D wieil dier ganzen Stadi Gur, Ehee, Leil, ond Lebin
ihnen xu trever Homd bofbhlen i, so thiten sie nicht rechilich vor Gott und der Welt, so sie
der Stadt Gecleiben and Besserung nleht suchien micalivin Vermogen Tog und Nacht, Nun
leegt einer Stadt Gedelhen oicht allein dacln, dasa man grosze Schitze summle, feste Muuern,
schéne Hiuser, viele Bichsen wnil Harnishe zeuge; ja, wo desz viel ot und tolle Narres da-
riber kommen, ist 5o viel desto drger und desto groseem Schade derselben Stadt, sondern
das Jst einer Staclt bestes uncd wller reichuten Gedeihen, Heil wnd Kreaf, dasz sie st so viel
feiner, gelehrier, verninfliger, cheharer, wohlgezogener Burger hat, dic konnen damach
waohl Schitzs unil alles Gue sawmelis, halten i rech Srauc e ' — i, Seite 10,

" Wo gine Stadt oder Dl isl, die des Vermlbgens sind, hat G, E. F. &, Macht sie zu
zwingen, dasz sie Schulen, Predigistible, Placren holten.  Wellen sle es nichi zu ihrer Selig-
keit than, noch beilenken, so st 5. E. F, G da als obersier Vormood der Jugend und Aller
die es bediirfen, wnd ol sle mit Gewalt dago halten, dasgu sie es ithun mossen ; gleich als
wenn man sie mil Gewalt zwingt, dadzd fae zur Briicken, Steg, und Weg, oider sonst zufilliger
Landesnoth gehen unil dienen."—Scaretben an den Kurfivsten fakasnes, 1riten Novesber,
15, Fimmerngnu, Dritler Rond, Seite 1.
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warring with the devil, whose object it is secretly to exhaust our
cities and principalities of their strong men,’'#¥

Besides the establishment of schools, he urged the formation of
libraries. ' Finally,"" he says, *‘it is well for all those, who have
so much love and desire, that schools and studies he established,
and sustained in Germany, to keep in mind that we must spare no
teouble nor expense to furnish good libraries, especially in great
cities, where such are possible. For if the Gospel and all the arts
are to remain, they must indeed be enclosed and bound up in
books and writings.”’¥ These libraries were not to include the
writings of the school-men and the church fathers mercly, but also
the works of every great writer, whether pagan or Christian,

The labors of Luther in behalf ¢f universal education bore much
good fruit from their beginning. In 1524 Duke John of Gotha
granted 2 petition of the council, the parish, the dean, and the
court, declaring for the Reformation. This was on Tuesday of
Whitsuntide, and in August of the same year Frederick Myconius,
Luther's intimate friend, was made evangelical minister and super-
intendent of the duchy. In this year appeared Luther's address to
the mayors and aldesmen of Germany. Myconius considered it
one of his principal duties to care for the schools.  He fused these
already in existence in Gotha into one, and established the new
school thus formed in the convent of the Augustinians.]  This was
no easy task. Myconius himself says, ** Schools and studies were

* Thiz sermon is not given in the edition of Luther's weitiogs that 1 bave used. The
quotation is taken from " Lother oo Felocation,” by F. ¥, N. Paber, A M, (Philadetphia,
1849}, . 0.

F Fun letzten ist noeh das wohl 2o bedenken alten denjenigen, so Licke und Lust haban,
dane solche Schulen nnd Sprachen in o Lindern sulgerichtet und erhulten werden,
dlasz man Fleisz nul Kesten nicht spare, gote Libereien und Biicheshéiuger, sonderlich in den
griaxten Stidten, die solches wohl vermtgen, zu verschaffen. Do so das Evangeliom nnd
allerlei I‘un!l soll bleibicin, muss je i Bilcher ond Scheiften verfasset uwnd angebundin sein. —
Kimweermomn, Sweiler Suwd, Seile £p6,

1D Henty Barmard In speaking of (his sehool calls Myocenfos * Uthe founder of the gym-
nasium,"” See "'Syalems, lustitutions, aied Statistics of Public Tnstruction in Different
Cotmiries,' by Tlenry Rarnard, LI | New York, 09727, Part 1., ¥ Enrope=~{Gierman States,”
P- 575




