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PREFACE.

I 54vE not much to say by way of preface to this little
volume, It explains itself, and contaigs jystgel! the grounds
of its own jmﬂﬂmﬁm or mdmmimlz'?ﬁm' R,

I do not send it forth as a.work of &, and I have not
studied to conform to the established laws ‘of the species of
composition to which it may seem to belong. It has the air of
being & work of fietlon ; but it has been written in an earnest
spirit for a serious purpose,

The form in which I have chostn to send out the idess and
discnssions embodied in this work, has been adopted to please
myself, and because it was the most convenient form 1 could
adopt for presenting my ideas clearly, and in & moderate
space. A regular treatise on the subject here discussed, I
have not had the patience, if the ability, to prepare, and
nobody would read it if T had.
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¥i PREPACE.

It may be objected that I hove introduced too much fiction
for » seriona work, and too little, if I intended a regular-built
novel, All I have to say is, the public must take the work as
they. find it. Tn order to have introduced s greater veriety of
charncters and events, I wanted a fertility of imaginstion to
which I lay no claim, and a different purpose in writing from
ihe onme I really had. I have introduced as much variety
of character and action as my imagination furnished, or my
judgment approved. If novel readers are not satisfied with
this explanation, why, they must apply to scmebody else—I
can give them no satisfaction,

The characters mirodused are of course fickitions, yet T may
gay that I have myself hed an intellectnal experience simi-
lar to that which Mr. Elwood records ; and what he hes esid
of himself would perhaps spply in some degree to me. lam
willing the public should take the book as nn wecount which I
have thought proper to give of my own former unbelief and
present belief, 8o far aa it can be of any use, 1 am willing
that what is here recorded should have the authority of my
OWI ¢XpErience.

Those whe are soquainted with the philosophical writers of
the modern eclectic sehool of philosophy m France, will per-
ceive that Mr. Morton has anticipsted many of their results,

and perhaps given them an original spplication. e seems
to be somewhat of & kindred spirit with M. Vietor Cousin,
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though perhaps more of a theologian, and therefore more dis-
posed to consider philosophy in its connection with religion.

With these remarks [ dismiss this little book toits fate. I
have taken much pleasure in its composition ; I have embodied
in it the results of years of inquiry and reflection ; and I have
thought it not il adepted to the present tete of the public
mind in this community, It deals with the weightiest
problems of philosophy and theology, snd perhaps some minds
may find it not altogéther worthless,

Bostow,
February 15, LRB40.
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