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PREFACE

It may safely be sasumed that children in the sixth and seventh
years in school are ready to enter upon a more serious study of the
best literature. The earlier Readers of this series contain many
selections from the familiar ¢classics of all ages. In the upper Readers
the aversge pupil may now enjoy a grester variety of readings from
standard authors, representative of wider fields of the world's culture.

It should not be forgotten, however, that in any company of
children in the elementary schools, there are few who have sufficient
intelligencs or maturity to study standard literature, as suyeh, egnting-
ously and exclugively, It hes been the aim of the authore, therefore,
to present selections having informational and story inferest as well
as literary value. Combining as they do, then, interesting subject
matter with distinetion of style, these books will be found of great
stimulative use in forming the taste of the pupils and inleading them,
by attractive means, to the appreeistion of the best in literature.

These two Readers are reasonably well supplied with descriptive,
scientifie, and personal as well as purely imaginative selections.
Biography, history, nature, and art have been carefu’ly chosen 8o as to
correlate with the average school curriculum.

The authors duly appreciate the limitations of school readers. At
best, they can present only {ragments from a boundless world, Yet,
they have endeavored to make the choice of those fragments repre-
sentative of the great interests of mankind; and also to present selec-
tions of a type qualified to stimulate the best ethieal and moral sense
of the pupils, .

For the use of copyright material in this Reader, the authors take
pleasure in acknowledging their indebtedness to the following: Mesars,
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Little, Brown & Company for “Ceylon, the Garden of Eden,” by
Charlotte Chaffee Gibson, from “In the Golden East” (Copyright,
1908, by Little, Brown & Company); * ‘Nothing Venture, Nothing
Have,'"” by Louise Chandler Moulton, from *“Stories Told at Twi-
light” (Copyright, 1880, by Louise Chandler Moulton); Thomas Y.
- Crowell & Company for “The Little Harleguin,”' by Edmondo de

Amicis, from “Cuore"; Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Company for *Caat -

Away in the Cold,” by Dr. Isasne I. Hayes, from “Cest Away in the
Cold”; Mesars, Doubleday, Page & Company for “The American
Robin,” by Neltje Blanchan, from “Birds that Every Child Should
Know" (Copyright, 1907, by Doubleday, Page & Company); Messrs.
Longmans, Green & Company, for “The Mob," by Wendell P. Garri-
eon, from * Parables for Sehool and Home"; Mesars, Dodd, Mead &
Compiny for ¥ Our First Whale,” by Charles Nordhoff, from “ Whaling
and Fishing"” (Copyright, 1805, by Dodd, Mead & Company); Mesars,
8mall, Msynard & Company for “Flying Squirrels,” by William
Everett Cram, from “Little Beasts of Field and Wood"” (Copyright,
1899, by 8mall, Maynard & Company); Houghton, Miffiin Company
for “The Fiag,” by Luey Larcom; “Forbearance,” by Ralph Waldo
Emerson; ¥ Daybreak,” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow; * Daniel,”
by Eatelle M. Hurll, from * Michelangelo™; * Faint Heart Ne'er Won,”
by Helen Dawes Brown, from “ Her Bixteenth Year"; “The Burning
of Washington,” from “Memoire and Letters of Dolly Madison™
(Copyright, 1888, by Houghton, Mifflin & Company); The Outlock for
“The Ring of Fortitude,” by Edward Verrall Lucas.

Tae Avrsors.
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