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NOTICES

OF 1

LIFE OF LORD BYRON.

Mavivag landed the young pilgrint opee maore in
Eugland, it sy L worltl while, before we accom-
pany him mito the seenes that awaited him at hiome,
to consider how far the zeneral character of his
minil and disposition may have beon affeeled by the
course of travel aml mlventure, in whieh lee hud
been, for the last two years, ensaped. A life less
suvouring of poetry and romance than that which
he bl pursned previously te hiz departure on hiz
travels, it wounld be difficall to imapioe. Tn his
chililhooil, it iz troe, he had been o dweller amd
wanderer ameng seence well ealeulated, secording
to the ordinary notion, to implant the lrst vudiments
of poetic feeling.  DBut, though the poet may after-
warils teadl on the recollection of sueh seenes, it is
more than questionable, as has been already oba-
served, whether he ever has been formed by them,
If a childhood, indeed, pasaed among mountuinoys
scenery were 30 favourable to the awalening of the
imaginative power, both the YWelsh, among ourseives,
VOL. IL, B
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and the Swiss, abroad, ought to vank much higher
on the scale of poetic excellmes than they do at
present, ﬁut, Uven :lilnwing thie |1F::l|1r4.!541:1e11e3-.3 of
ll.iﬁ l!:tl’!}' II.EI'I.ITII'.'S Lo IH’I.'I.'['. I.H-ll']. SNTE share i:n g’i'l.'il'l.g il
direction to the ﬁlm;}' of Byron, the actual nperation
uf t]li& I!l‘lﬂll.l,_"ﬂ“'_!l_‘!, \\'I]Eltﬂ'l.'l_'!r :it TIII‘."J.']I.H;'I.'I:: .I'_I"DHTE, D{!ﬂEE"d
with his ehilidhood : and the life which he led after-
wards during lus school-days at Harrow, waus,—as
naturally the life of so idle and daring a schoolboy
must be,—the very reverse of poetical. Tor o
soldier or an adventyrer, the course of training
through which he then passed wounld have been
pc-rl'f-.*.t. 1— lix athlctie SACLS, his battles, his love of
Jﬂ[lglrmua l‘!ll.l."l'l]‘[:i_‘i-'l.:', FLE 8 N I.‘\"l"'l.'_'!r' lm}rllj‘.i.lf' {lr.ﬂ. .._“'Tﬁﬁt-
it for the most stormy eacecr. Bub to the ingdi-
tative pursuits of pocsy, these dispositions sccmued,
ol all others, the least frieadly ; and, however they
might promize to render him, ol some future Lime,
a subject for bards, gave, assurediy, but little hope
ot iz zshining brst amonyg bards himself

The habits of his life at the university were even
still lesz intellectual and literary.  While a school-
bujff Be el vesd uhumhmﬂj anid Ea,glerl}r_. Ihlmgh
desultorily ; but even this discipline of his mind,
iI.T!"'I'.'!"'II.t:lI' H.l'lll 'I,Il'l[li.rt'vl:tl::‘:il ) iL Wby JII.' ]II.‘I.'I]., ]..I] L
great measure, given up, alter leaving Harrow ; and
among the pursuits that occupied his academic
hours, those of playing ot hazard, sparring, and
keeping a bear and bull-doss, were, if not the most
tavourite, at least, perhaps, the most innocent.  His
time in London passed equally unmarked either by
mental cultivation or refined amusement.  Having
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no resources w private society, from his total want
of friends amd connections, he was left to live loosely
about town among the loungers in coffec-houses;
and to those who remember what his two favourite
haunts, Limmer's and Stevens's, were at that period,
it iz needless to say that, whatever else may have
heen the merits of these establishiments, they were
anything but it schoals for the formution of poctic
character.

Hut however incompatible such o lif: must have
been with thazg halnes of 4_'U|1’r.f3|:1p].'|1 1, h}' wliiel,
and which 11|1-|_'!.', the facultics he had u.in-s.u:l_-,' ihis-
PI.I:I.}'I:I] l.!llll]l.:l !]L‘ ripuru_'lf, I tl'll;,i!i[" 1'.!“'[1'. wilra 5.’][1
latent eonld be antolded, yety in gnother lmint oF
view, the time now apparently squandered by him,
was, in after-days, turmed most invaluably to account.
By thus initinting him into a koowledse of the viri-
etiez of human character, —by giving him an tusight
Into the details Hrﬁ-l'.ll{":']l.l.‘l}', in their Tenst artificial form,
—in short, h}' I:nixilig him upl, tiiny I;;Hr!}'. with the
warld, its bosioess and s pleasures, his London
Llife but contributed its shary 1o forming that won-
derful combination which lis mimd afterwards ex-
hibited, of the im:lg'ln;lth'::. amil the I:rm:til::tl_the
heroie md the hooworons — oft the I{uunust anel
most dissecting views of real life, with the grandest
and most spiritualised conceptions of ideal eranideur,

To the same peried, perhaps, another predominant
characterictic of his maturer mingd and Tq-'riﬂngs may
be traced. In this anticipated experience of the
world which his carly mixture with its crowd gave
him, it iz but lictle probuable that many of the more

L
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favourable specimens of human kind should have
fallen under Liz notice. On the contrary, it is but
too fikely that some of the hghtest and least estim-
nble of both sexes may have been among the models,
on which, at an age when impressions sink deepest,
hiz earliest judgments of human natore were formed.
Hence, prul}:t‘.ﬂ}r, fhnsg contomnpiuous nnd vf[{rhﬂ&iug
views of homanity with which he was so often led
tr alloy his noblest tributes to the loveliness and
majosty of general nature. Hence the contrast that
appeared botween thie fruits of hiz imagination and
of his experience,— between those dreams, full of
beauty and kindliness, with which the one teemed
at Lis bidding, and the darl, desolating bitterness
that everflowwed when he drew from the other.
Unpromising, however, az woz hiz vouth of the
high destiny that awaited him, there was one un-
(ziling charncteristic of the imaginative order of
minds — hiz love of solitude — which very early
pave signg of thoze habits of zelf-study and ntro-
spection by which alone the  diamond quarries” of
genius are worlked and brought to hght. When
but a Loy, at Harrow, he had shown this disposition
strongly,—being often known, as [ have alrcady
mentioned, to withdraw himsell from his playmates,
aml sitting alone upen a tomb in the churchyard,
give himeself up, for hours, to thought. As his
mind began to disclose its resources, this feeling
grew upon him; and, had his foreign travel done no
more than, by detazching him from the distractions
of socicty, to enable him, solitarily and freely, to
commune with his own spirit, it would have been



1811. LIFE OF LORD BYROX. &

an all-important step gained towards the full ex
pansion of his faculties. It was only then, indeed,
that he began to feel himself capable of the shstrac-
tion which self*study requires, or to enjoy that
freedom from the intrusion of others’ thoughts,
which alone leaves the contemplative mind master
of its own. In the solitude of his nights at sen, in
his lone wanderings throush Greece, he had sufficient
lesure and seclusion to look witdhin himself, and
there catch the Grst # glinpses of his glorious mind,”
One of his chief delights, as e mentioned in his
“ Memoranda,” was, when bathine in some retived
pot, to seat himsclf on a high rock abeve the sca,
and there remain for hours, g:lzing ipHimn theo S.L'-:].-'
gnd the waters®, amd lost i that sort of Vi
reverie, whicly, however formless amd indistinet at
the moment, settled afterwards on his peges, wio

* To this he alludes in those besutiful stonms,
T osit om 'rnq‘]u, tor manese o'er Bogwl and fu'l],"' o,

Alfiert, befere his deamatic monius hod pot unfolded el
used to pass howes, a5 he tells we, inthis sort of dreaming
state, paring wpon the ocean: —* Aprés lo spectacle un de
WS amhisennens, 4 hlarselbe, it de wae Buuigraeer geresiise tous
les sofes dans lz mer.  Javals trouvé un petit emlooit fort
agréalite, sur une kangue de terre plagde & draite bors du port,
o, en m'assevant ser le sable, 1o dos appuyé contre un pedit
rocher qui empichait gu'on ne piit oe voir du eftd de Tx terre,
je n'avais plus devant moi que le ciel et la mor.  Entre ces
dowx immensités quiembolli=saiont les ravoms d'un  soleil
couchant, je passni en révant des henres délicicuses; et L, jo
serais devenu podte, 6 jovais su éerire dans une langue qoel-
eongue,”
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