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CHAPTER I

BEE village of Cumnor, sitvated within three or four
B miles of Oxford, bossted, during the eighteenth year
of the reign of Crigets Elizabeth, an excellent inn
of the old stamp, conducted, or vather ruled, by
Giles Gozling. This innkeeper waz a man of a goodly person,
and fifty years of age and upwards,

Two days had passed sginge a strange gentleman had
armved, and taken up his abode at the inn. He was a
mat aged betwiit tweniy-five snd thirty, rather above the
middle size, dressed with plainness and decency, yet bearing
an air of eases, which almost amounted te dignity, and
which l¢d one to think that his dress was rather beoeath his
rank. His countenince was reserved and thowghtful, with
dark hair and dark eyes. The busy curiosity of the little
village had been cmployed ta discaver his name and quality,
as well as his business at Cumnor ; but nothing had transpired
on ecither subject which could lead to its pratifieation. Giles
Gozling, a steady friend to Queen Elizabeth and the Protestant
religion, was at onc time inclined to sespect him of being
a Jesuit. But it was scarce possible to retain such an opinion
of a guest who gave so [little trouble, paid his reckoning so
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regularly, and who proposed, as it seemed, to make a consider-
able stay at the bonny Black Bear,

Honest Giles, therefore;, with all comely courtesy besought
the stranger to honoar with his attention the supper which he
was giving to his nephew, in honour of his retuen, and, as he
verily hoped, of his reformation. Michael Lambourne had
long ago been tapster's boy In his uncle's inn, and, growing to
be 2 wild youth, had pone abroad as a soldier in search of
adventure.

"And now, siry said the landlerd, *by what nams shall I
present my worshipful guest to the company ¥

“Well, mine host, replied the stranger, *you may call me
Tressilian.”

¢ Tresailian?’ answered my host of the Bear, “a worthy
name ; and, as I think, of Cornish lineage ¢ for what says the
south proverh :

By Pol, Tre, and Pen,
Yoo may koow the Cornigh men.

Shall [ say the worthy Mr Tressilian of Cornwall??

*Say no more than | base given you warrant for, mine host,
and so shall you be sure you speak no more than is trne. A
man may bave ome of those homourable prefixes to his name,
yet be born far from St Michael's Mount.'

Mine host pushed his curiosity no farther, bot presented Mr
Tressilian to kis pephew's company, wha, after exchange of
salutations, and drinking to the health of their new companion,
pursued the conversation in which be found them engaged.

11 need hardly inguire,’ said Michael Lambourne, *after
Tony Foster” '

*Which Tony Foster mean youi " said the innkeeper.

‘Why, he they called Tony Fire-the-Fagot, because he
brought a light to kindle the pile round Latimer and Ridley,
when the wind blew out Jack Thong's torch, and no man clse
would give him light for love o money.’

“Tony Foster lives and thrives,’ said the host. * But, kins-
man, | would advise you not to call him Teny Fire-the-Fagot.

‘How ! is he grown ashamed of it?' said Lambourpe ;
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*why, he was wont to boast of it, and say he liked as well to
see a roasted heretic as a roasted ox.'

* Ay, but kinsman, that wag in Mary's time,' replied the land-
lord, * when Teony's father was steward hers to the Abbot of
Abingdon. Put since that, Tony married a Puritan wife, and
is as pood a Protestant as the best

tAnd looks grave, and holds hiz head high, and scorns his
old compamons,” said the mercer.

* Then he hath prospewed, 1 wammant him,’ said Lambourne.

* Prospered 1* said the mercer ; ' why, you rermember Cumnor
Place, the old mansion-heuse beside the churchyard 2*

‘By the same token; 1 robbed the orchard three timeg—
what of that? It was the old Abbot's residence when there
was plague of gickness at Ahingdaon.”

YAy said the host, ‘but that has been long aver; and
Anthony Foster hath a right in it, and lives there by same
grapt from a great courtier, whi had the church-lands from the
crown ; and thers be dwells, and has as little to do with any
poor wight in Cumnar, as if he were himself a belted knight.?

! May,' said one of the company, *it is oot altogether pride in
Tony neither—{here is a fair lady in the ¢ase, and Tony will
scarce let the Tight of day Jogk o her

tHow 1" zaid Treseilian, who now for the Grst time interfered
in their comversation, °did ye not say this Foster was married 2'

‘Married be was, and a cat-rod-dog i his wife led with Tony,
as men said, But she is dend, rest be with her, and Tony has
but a simple maiden of a daughter ; so it is thought he means
to wed this stranger that men talk so much about'

" And why s0f [ mean, why do they talk muoch wbout her?'
said Tressiliac

i Why, I know not answered the host, *except that men zay
she is as beautiful a5 an angel, and oo ope knows whence she
comes, and every one wishes to Imow why che is kept so closely
mewed up, For my part, I never saw her—you have, I think,
Master Croldthred 7

That I bhave, old boy,' said the mercer.  *Lock you, when 1
was riding hither from Abingdon.”

" May I ask her appearance, sir?’ said Tressilian.
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' Oh, sir’ replied Master Goldtbred, ' 1 promise you, she was
in gentlewoman’s attire—a very quaint and pleasing dress, that
might have served the Queen herself’

"I will go up to the Hall to-morrow,’ said Lambourne, 'and
force Tony Foster to introduce me to his fair guest,’

My kinsman,' said Gosling, et such ventures alone
agsure you, Master Foster hath intereat enough to lay yoo up
at the castle of Oxford, or to get your legs made acquainted

with the town-stocks,’

1 value Tony Foster's wrath no more that a shelled pea-
eod,’ sald Lawbourne, fand | will visit him, be he willing or

na 1’

‘1 would gladly accompany you on the adventure, zaid

Tressilian.

‘In what would that advantage you, sir?'

Lambourne.

answered

“In nothing, sir; said Tressilian, ‘unless to mark the skill

and valour with which you conduct yourself

I am a traveler,

who seeks, as the knights of yars did, after strange adventures

and feats of arms.’

TNay, if it plezsures you to see a trout tickled! answered
Lamhourne, ' I care not how many witness my skill.'
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