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THE OITY OF PROVIDENCE.

RESGLUTIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL,

Arrroven Octoser 22, 1817,

Resovven, Thot the city council of the ¢ity of Providencs, herohy tender their
thanks to Professor J. Lewis Diman, of Brown TUniverslty, for the learned,
sebolarly and eloquént oration delivered Oectobor 18, 1877, upon the occasfon ef
the dedicativn of the menoment in commemoration of the life and services of the
vencrated founder of the Swte of Rhode Island and Providence Plantatlons, in
Roger Willisme Parle; and the joing fttes on parks be req 1o wait upon
Professor Diman and ask for a copy of said omtion for publication, and to canse
the game to be printed for the uze of the clty council.

RusoLven, That the thanks of the conncll be also tendered to the Grand Lodge
of the State of Rhode Teland, for thelr #ervices in the masonic ccremonies st the
dedication of said monument.

CORRESPOGNDENCE.

3 Provivexce, October 20, 1877,
Dean S1n—

In accontance with a resolution of the city cooncll, T request you to furnish
for pablication, a copy of the address delivered by you at the dedication of
the monument o Roger Willilams., T sm, sir,

Very respectfully yours,
ARTHUR F. DEXTER,

Chairman Committee on Parks.
Professor J. L. Diman.

Provioexce, October 25, 1877,
Som—

In compliance with the reqoest conmveyed in yoor note,  givea me great
pleasure .to furmnish a copy of the address at the recent exerciges In Roger
Willinms Park. I romain, sir, :

Very respectiully,

J. L. DIMAN.
Arthur F. Dexter, Egg., Chabrman, &c.






CEREMONIES.

The city of Providence, founded by Roger Williams in
1636, had seen more than two centuries of prosperous life,
had increased till it numbered more than 100,000 inhabitants,
had become the second city in New England in wealth and
importance, and yet had secured no large public park, and
had erected no statue in memory of its founder. Happily,
a portion of the farm given to Mr. Williams by his friend,
the sachem Miantunnomi, was still in the possession of one of
his descendants, and she, his great-great-great-grand-dangh-
ter, Miss Betsy Williams, in whose character an affectionate
veneration for the memory of her ancestor had always been
a prominent trait, determined to honhor his memory and bene-
fit the city founded by him, by bequeathing to it this tract for
a public use.

The farm comprises about 100 acres of plain and woodland,
and has many natural advantages for a public pleasure ground.
It ia the place where the family of Roger Williams lived
for many years, where the old homestead still stands, and
where many of his descendants lie buried in the ancient
Williams burial ground.

Miss Williams died November 27, 1871, leaving a will in
terms as follows :—



G CERLEMONILS.

I the name of God, Amen. T, Betsy Williams, of the City and connty of Provi-
dence, State of Rhode Island, being of sound disposing mind and memory, do
publish, provgunes and declare this o be my last Will and Testament, horehy
revokime aml annulling nll former wills by me at any time made,

First=T dlvect my exceator, hercinafter named, to pay ol my just debts and
funees] exponges, and to place, to mark my geove, whicl I desire shall be ln the
“Wiilins Barying Ground, " upon my farny, bead amd fuot stones cormesponding
in slee and quality with those wlich bove been erected to mavk the resting places in
the gane growl of my parents and shater,

Mecond.—1 ghve and Dequeath to the ity of Providenes my form, sitoste partly in
the sbd ity and part)y o the wwn of Cranston, 1ying rontherly of and adjoining
the Stonivgton railrond, sml also adjeining the westerly shile of the Ol Pawtuxet
Toond, (now called Bromd street,) containing abgut one hundred acres, more or less
Being the same whicl i now occapled by ny tenant, Johin Tead, Jr., to bave amd
i Dol the swne o said eity, on the following express conditions, vis. @ That said
Farm ehall wever be gobd, excepring, however, sych ginali portions thereefas it may
et dlesivalile to seil or to exchange for the purpose of steaightenlng any dividing
line or Hnes, or of Teaving the maln Lody of the Farna In a Letter ehape than i now
sy that B onever shill be used for any specinl pumative or reformative purpose, or
for a boepitul for any contagious o inftctious disense; thot no slaughter house,
piggery, bone or fat boiling cstablishment, or any repulzive trade or occupntion shall
I allowed theveon ; that any pablic parpose tor which the eaid Farm shall be used
shall be pmed in bonor of Roger Willinms, a5 ¥ Roger Willinme Park "' * Roger
Willinme Cemetery, ™ &c.; that the said city slall crect o monument to fhe memory
of Koger Willlams, in the sforceaid Williams Burying groomd, at a cost of not
legs than five Domdred dollers; that the said ety fhall maintain a good and
Decoimndng fence around the bl Burying Grownd, and keep the grounds within
the enelosore in proper order; that all sums {or which any portion of anid Farm
shafl e #old, ss bercinhofore provided, and all sums which may be received for
rents, of b euy other way derdved feom the property lerely devised, shall, after
defrnying the expense of nprovements, constitute a fond to be entitled the * Roger
Willtums Fund, ** the interest of which shall be applicd towards the support of the
poor of the city of Provhlence,—T herehy resorving the aforesald Williams Burying
Gromed from the above devize ag a plice of sepulture of the descendantz of my an-
coator, Roger Williams, forever. Nothing, however, above contsined, is intended
to dehar the ety from loying out sueh steests and avenues through and over sabd
Farm as the interegt of the property and the poblic convenlonce may require.

Third.—I give and bequeath to Mary Alice Roin, wife of Elmerich Rein, and Frony
Carpenter Fitman, wife of Henry Fitman, both being davghters of my much
eptoemed friend, (b Iate Thomas F. Carpenter, one undivided balf part of a piece
of Iand, containing in the whole about four acres, lying westerly of and sdjoining
the new Stonlngten Railond, to bave end to hold to them, their beirs and agslgng
forever.
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CEREMONIES, 7

Fourth—IL give and bequenth to Freclove DB Carpenter, widow of Cyril
Carpenter, and Elizabeth Tower, wife of Emerson Tower, of Providence, the othor
undivided one-lalf partof the wfuresaid piece of lund, to have and to Bold te fhem,
thelr helrs and aselgns forever,

Fifth,~1 give and bequenth 1o my relative and filend, Zuricl Waterman, for the
term of Liz natural lie, aml o Polly Boon Waterman, bis wifo, after bin, should
she survive kim, for the terin of ber natural life, the honse fn which T now 1ve, with
all the bl belonging to me which adjoins the same, they to keep the premizes in a
proper gtete of repair, and to pey the taxes thereon.

Sixtho~—] givo and Lequesth to my neplow, Charles Willluns, of the city and
State of New York, son of my decensed brother, Charles Williames, all of my
houscholl goodes, my clothing, carringe and sleigh.

Seveath~All the rest and residne of property, real, personal pwd mixed, of
every nmme and nature and wherssoever the same may be, of which Imey die
poseezsed or to which I may be eotitled, T give, deviso and bequeath, the one
undivided hall part thereof, to my¥ald nephew, Charles Witlinme, and the other
undivided Lalf part thercof to the helrs of my deceased neplew, Albert Pabodie
Willinms. ’

Eighth.—I nominate, constitute and appoint my s0if nephew, Charles Willlams,
sobe exeowtor of this, my lest Will and Testament,

In witnggs whereof, 1 bave hereunto set my hand and seal on this twml}'-ﬁrsl
disy of Augnst, in the vear cighteen hundod and sixty cight,

Bignod, sealed, poblished, pronotnced snd de-
clared by tho sabl Betsy Williams, to be as and
for ber last Wikl end Testament, in the presence
of us, whao, in her prasencesnd in the presence of
each other, have herennts subseribed our names P
A5 witnesses to tho spme, Bersy WiLLIAME, { L 5. }

The wonl “to"™ on the lagt ling of the sceond S
page Laving first been exponged, and the word
“hrother * on fhg kst line of the third prge ox-
putiged, il the word ¢ pephew " Interlined.

Joserr J. Cooke,
Cuaxues W, Fatr, S
Puine 8, Paixe.

CODICIL.

I, Botsy Williams, of the city and coanty of Pravidence, State of Rhode Telaml,
da, this ninth day of October, vighteen hundred and sixty-eight, mike and publish
thig Godicil to my last will and o I manner following, that is to sy,
whereas, in my eaid will I give and bequeath to my relative and friend, Zurkcl
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‘Waterman, for the term of his natural life, and to Polly Boon Waterman, his wife
aftar bim, should she survive him, for the term of her natural life, the house in
wihich T now live, with all the land belonging to me, which adjoing the sume, I do
herely order and doclare, and my will s, that, nfter the death of the aforesafl
Zuriel Watcrman, one-half part of the said Douse and adjoining lend ehall rovert
direetly to and be the property of my nephew, Chavles Willlains, and the other
undivided hall part thereof shall revert directly to and be the property of the heirs
of my doceased nephew, Albert Pabodle Williams, instead of heing the praperty
for lifa of the aforeasid Polly Boon Waternian. And T herely order this, my codi-
cll, to be annexed to and make a partof my Jass will and testament, to all {ntents
and purposcs.

In testimony whereof, T have hereunto set my hand and seal on this ninth day of
Oetober, in the year eightoen hundrod and sixty-elght,

Bigned, sealed, published, propouncel and de-
clared by the eaid Betsy Willlame, to be ae and
for o codichi to her Inst will and testument, in the
presemer of us, who, in the presence of ench oth-
er, have herewnto aubscribed owr names a8 wit-
nesged to the game.

——
Brtsy WiLrians, {L. a.i
e

Josern J. Cooxe,
Crantes W, PatT,
Paiiny 5. Paixve.

The city couneil, by resclution of date February 12, 1872,
accepted this bequest, and forthwith began to plan the erec-
tion of a statue to Roger Williams that should far exceed the
modest requirements of the testatrix, and which should be
worthy the subject and the place, Varlous committees were

sppointed to cary out this design, and many plans were
examined, resulting in the acceptance of those presented by

Mr. Franklin Simmons, of Rome.

After many unavoidable delays, the monument was dedi-
cated on Tuesday, October 16, 1877. The interest in this
event extended far beyond the limits of the city; and from
all parts of the state came many people to attend the ceremo-
nies. There was great rejoicing that at last a monument was



