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DISCOURSE 1.

THE TOSITION OF TNITARIANKISM DEFINED,

JESU2 satrin uaTe HER, WoMaN, LELIETE ME, THE oo cou-
ETI1 WHES TE SITALL MEITHER I¥ THIS MUysTAIN, AOE ¥ET
4T JERDSALEY, wogsmiP TEE Favikiw. YE WoRsiNe ve
AROW RoT wHAT. WER TH0wW wHAT WE WORAIT L ron $AL-
VATIuN 5 6F TRE Jews, BuT THE HoUA comerm, a¥o sow
¥*, WHER THE TRUX WORSHIEFERI SiTALL WORSHIF THFE Fa-
THER IR M ALT AND IR TRITI S 'L THE TFiturn AEEKETH
BOCTE W1 wolzéie 1M 300 1% & FPIRIT ) 4%T THLY THAT
WORSIE HIN MOST WORSWIE HIM IK SPTRIT AND 1IN TEDTH.
— John iv. 21 =34,

Tursw are some of e sublimest words which
were ever ultered on carth. Tt is i partial [ulfil-
mend of themn that we, at the distance of mare than
cighteen centuries, ** with half the convex globe be-
tween,” are assernbled to worship God in the name
of Clrist in this beautiful temple built upon this dis-
tant shore, when the temple of Jerusalem, which
then glittered afar in Oriental splondor, has long ago
been razed (o its foundations. [ shall not attempt 1o
describe the joy with which we szain assemble in
this sacred place.  To many of you it has become
endeared by the most tender and holy associations ;

1



2 THE PO3ITION OF TUXITARIANIEN DEFINED.

with the Subbath’s rest and the Sabbach’s musings,
with the soul’s most conzecrated hours ef commun-
ion with Gnd, with the divine teachings of Christ’s
blessed Gospel, with the moving symbels of his sor-
rows and his death, with the anthems of God’s praise,
with the hopes and anticipations of heaven, with the
memoary of kindred and companiong, who, you trust,
are now worshipping in that temple not nade with
hands eternal in the heaveons.

I Lave thought to add fnterest to this first day of
our restoration to our repovated house of prayer, by
rehearsing 1he listory of this church and religious
sociely, by re-stating the principles upon which i was
founded, tle ohjects to which i3 cnergies are direct-
ed, the clanges which have passed over the relie-
ivuz world since its establishrnent, and the prospects
which the future presents of the dissemioution of
those great truths which it maintains as vital to Churis-
tianity and to man. '

On the 12th of Octobor, 1816, there appeared in
one or ware of the Ballimere newspapers the follow-
ing advertiserment ¢ — ¥ Driving service will be per-
[ormed by the Hev, Tdoctor Fresman of Boston to-
morrow at the ITall belonging to Mr. Giboey in
South Chavles Btreet, 1o commence at 11 o’clock
A. M. and at half past 3 P. M7

Accordingly, at the sppointed bours, an audience
assembled and services were held. On the next
Sunday, public worship was again celebrated at the




TOE POSITION OF UNITARIANIEM DEFIMED, 3

same hours and in the same place.  Those who lis-
tened to the exercises of those two davs had been
accustomed to worship in the various churcbes in the
city ; but they now beard an exposition of the doe-
rines of Christinnity, a3 it seemed to them, mere
reasonable, consistent, and edifying, than any to which
they had ever given their atteution.

To many, perhaps most, of the hearers, the denom-
ination to which the speaker belonged was wholly
umknown.  Their judgment of what be uttered was
formed, therelore, either without prejudice, or in op-
posilion to the bizs there always exists against any
thing hat is new. A shnultaneous desire gpeang up
in the minds of mawy who were there, 1o procure for
themselves and their childeen o stated ministry by
which such views of Clristiinity might be ineulcated
and maintained.

But who was Doctor Freeman, and why does he
preach ina ball 7 Among all the various denoming-
tions of Christiang, is there no pulpit I the city to
which he may be invited ? Not one. e had heen
almost isolated for more than thirty years for con-
science’ sake. For more than thirty years, in the
way called heresy he and the people of his charge
had worshipped the God of theie fathers. His per-
sonal bistory is, that he was a gradeste of Harvaed
University of the class of 1777.

He pursued his preparatory theclogical studies
principally at Cambridge, and in October, 1752, be-
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came Reader at ¢ King's Chapel,” an Lpiscopal
church in Boston, and in the April following was
chosen Pastor of the chirch.  Ile continued to read
the Fpiscopal Book of Common Prayer till 1785,
when a committee of the proprietors was appointed
to revise that manual of devotion, and present it in a
form more agreeable, as they thoughr, 10 the word of
God.  The result of their fahor was the produetion,
in substance, of the * Chapel Liturgy,”" a beautilul
and almost fanldess form of public devetions, now
used hy that ancient society. "This change, and as
they thought roform, was brought about mainly by
tho giudics and mindasteations of thelr prstor, who
gave & course of feciurcs cxplanatory of the Serip-
tures in relaton 1o thosc doctrines which were left
vut of their new book of praper. Thus the most
sncient Lpiseopel chureh in Now Englind Lecame
the first Unitarizn church i America.

Nothing, then, could bave boen mere appropriate,
than that tho patriarch of Unitarfunistn in Ameriea
should have been the founder of Uullariaoism in
Maryland. "

The desire 1o have @ chorel in Baltimore, mod-
elled wpon the simple principles.of the Gospel, ex-
cited by the preaching of Droctor Freemen, found
expression in a meeting held by several of the eciti-
zens on the 10th day of February, 1817, for the pur-
pose of orzanizing a religious society, and wking into
consideration the best means of erceting a building
for public warship.
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At this meeting they adapted & constitution, and
gave 1o the society the legal title of © The First In-
dependent Church of Baltimore.”  They also ap-
pointed nine trustees to superintend the concerns of
the gociety and the erection of the building. The
corner<stong was laid oo the 5ih day of June, 1817,
in the presonce of all the trustees, most of the sub-
scribers, and muny others.

In the centre of the sione, a plate was deposited,
bearving the following inseription : —

In Greck, —+* To the King elernal, immortal, in-
visible, the only wise God."

In Xnoplish, —*¢ This corner-sione of the Tirst In-
dependent Chus b of Baltimore wag laid on the 5th
day of June, 1517, vnder the direction of the fol-
lowing Trostees und Duilding Commitiee, viz. Hen-
ry Payson, Ezekiel Freeman, Cumberlund D. Wil-
liams, James W. MaCulloh, Tobins Watkine, Na-
thanie] Williams, Wiikam Child, Charles T1. Apple-
ton, Joln H. Poor, and Isane Phillips. Maximilian
Godiroy, Architeet, snd John Ready, Builder,”

The churcl was completed in October, 1818,
and dedicated oo the 201h of the sawe momh by Dr.
Freeman, and the Hev. Mr. Colman, of Hingham,
Mass., Dr. Freeman preaching the senmon.

The pulpit was supplied by different preachers
from Boston and the weighbourhood, till May, 1818,
when the Rev, Jared Sparks was ordained us the
first pastor of this church ; his ordination took place
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on the 5th of the menth, and Mr., afierwards Dr.
Channing, of Boston, delivered the eustomary dis-
course,

The 5th of May, 1819, was a memorable day in
the theological history of this country. It might be
called the Pentecoat of American Tnitarianism. In
- selling apart a minister to teach a faill, which, al-
though the most ancient, appeared 1o the community
i which it was to e preached comparatively a new
doctrine, blr. Chanaing thouglt it ineumbent on him
to make an open, plan, and candid statement of the
principles which thiz new odifice was raksed 1o main-
tain und disseminate. Ioto hbetter bunds that task
could not have falfon,  Clreumstances made that dis-
course & vonfession of fuith, a manilesto of principles,
a declaration of independenen, to o new associsfion
of the [ollowers of Christ. . For its purpose it was
perfect.  Bo clear aro its statements, so simple its
language, so grand and comprehonsive the truths it
unfolds, sueh eamesiness, conviction, und candor per-
vade il all, that it leaves very Jlittle 10 bo desired, and
very lietle to be added. It made a profound impres-
sien.  None who heard it will over forget that day.
Its publication, which taok place mmediately after,
was followed by still more tportant vesulls,  On
the printed page it uppeared no less striking, original,
powerful, and convineing, than it had done in deliv-
ery. Itzpread over the country with wonderful ra-
pidity. It was reprinted and circulated by thousands,



THE TOSITION OF TKITARIANIZN LEFINED. 7

and no pamphlet, with ene exception, and that a po-
fitical publication, ever attracted in this country so
wide and upiverszl attention.

Its author, before not widely, though favorably,
known, soon rose to the highest liternry eminence,
and has been since ackoowledged as ane of the great-
est masters of the English wngue, even in the jeal-
ous judgment of our mother land, His works ure
more read in Hngland than those of sny other theo-
logian.  Alinost every year produces a new edition
of them in this country, and this sermon, incorporat-
¢ into his works, hes, oo the whaole, heen more read
than any other, perhaps, that has heen delivered in
waodern times.

This visie of Mr. Chamning 1o Ballinere wag the
canse of a religions movmnent in another city, quite
as important as this.  Oun hiz way bote, he stopped
a short time at New York.,  His frieads witempted to
procure bim a place (o prexcl o, on Sunday,  To
obtain & chureh for him wus hopeless, and he held
services i a private louse, Those serrices gave
being to a religions saciety, which has since expand-
el into two of the most beawiful and well-auended
churches in tho city.

But to retwrn 1o Balimore,  The platn svowal of
principles and candid declaration of purposes made
by Mr. Channing, while they guve clewrness of view,
definiteness of doctrine, and concentration of action
to the new church, drew more sharply the ling of de-



