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PREFACE.

e —

HE want of some snch book as “Mavacasy ror BeamwwErs” bas long
been felt. In the following pages an attempt has been made to
aupply that waxnt.

In many places it will be seen, by those who are conversant with the
Rav. W. E. Cousing’ “Istropuvorion,” that I have been greatly indebted
to him for much that appears in this book; and in some consecutive
sections I have closaly followed his order, simply becauss I thought it
was the best. Mr. Cousins most readily agreed to all ‘T asked of him,
and I desire here to express my indebtedness to him.

There is much that I thiok will be found put in a new light and
simplified in the book. © The tables are purposely made long, for ouly
by secing and learning the words can & beginner know the peculiar
terminations of passive verbs, verbal nouns, and derivative adjectives, ete.

I think I should adopt a somewhat different grouping of the various
passive terminations, were I to write the book again; the fimt three
groups of passive terminations {pp. 20-23) ars undoubtedly one. I have
found it very difficult at times to keep to one thing at & time, snd
thiere is so much overlapping and interweaving in the book that I lay
myself open to the charge of “having had no fixed purpose” in my mind.
A little thought will show, I think, that “previons intention' has madn
the book what it is.

I beliove that any one going carefully though the book will be able to
enjoy the reading and speaking of Malagasy in & much shorter time
than he conld have done without it; and 1 am sure that he will after-
wards turn to such excellent books as those of the Rev. W. E. Cousinas
and Pere Aillond, and thank oie for having supplied a l:ey to those
treagures hitherto closed to beginners.

There are some very annoying slips in the way of epelling that have
escaped me in reading the proofs. The List of errats is somewhat long.
1 trust that the fact that (1) this book is the first of its kind in Malagasy,
that (2) it waa copied by Malegasy youths, (3} printed by Malagasy, and
(4) carried through the press during an exceptionsl pressure of other
duties, will be remsmbered by those who may be inconvemienced by
them.
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It was intended to publish in Part III. a small Dictionary, showing
the various forms under their proper roots. The type for printing if,
however, is shut up in Tamatave, and having waited nearly twelve months
for it we deem it better to isene Parts I. and IT, at once.

May this little book help beginners to “lay a good foundation” in their
firet attempts at learning Malagasy.

meo.ﬁl';#n, Jonuary let, lﬁ-‘&i.

CONTRACTIONS.
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Art.—Articls, Act. Indio.=Active Indicative.
B.=Bubstantive, Act. Imper.—Active Imparative,
Bing. =Bingular, Ind.=Indicative.
Plu.=Plural. : Imp.=Imperative.
Poss.=Possessive, BRal.=Ralstive,
Aoo.= Aconsative. , Bel. Imp.=Relative Iwperative.
Adj.=Adjective. Rel. Indic.=Relative Indicative.
Raduplic.=Eeduplicative. | Inf.=Infinitive.
Pres.==Present. Pass,=Puasive.
Fot.=Future. Puss. Imp.=Passive [mperative.
V.=Verb. Adv.=Adverb. '
V. tr.=Verb Tranaitive. Prep.—Preposition.
V. int.=Verb Intransitive. Pro.=FProncon.
V. pra.=Verb Passive. Conj.=Conjunction.
Act. tr.=Active Trausitive, Int.=Interjection.
Aot, int.= Active Intransitive.
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N & pona.
and merika. BB, Bact, 86,104k Line,
v W), Bx. xvi ree Euy. for “that” read then. Hiy
o 10, Ex, wvik, maks the second sviif, vy W, Bx.vifi., Sont. 14 add Marary ixy.
s 17, Tahle, add lifeed up {sa of | , 8 Bz xx, Bent. 18 ,, Yos, sir.
the eyes), to | ,, 09, Ex.xai., Bent. 12,
— lh&;. ", Eh: ‘-enms“u?:;:ud Ento.
13 s hbh 5 h-ﬂ‘wn . ’m (2] l'-'lﬁu
21, for & baakchitten. for “thy" » YoUT.
w22, for Yhamazina™  ,, hossrina s M, Ex, xxiil., Sent. §,
o ! - it 99,5, o, Semt, " T
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., 111, Bx. Ixxii, Sext, !
to “lmife”  ,, large.
5 112, Bx. lt':gv., Bant. il
tg © o 3
£ 114, Ex, Ixxxv,; !

nta,” »» That will do.
™ lm-l'ﬂﬁ-amil for
1 190, o, Sout. 8, for




