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TO OUR CHILDREN .

It has sparmmed desirabls that the Racords snd Papers, here
Published, shenld *8 placed in yonr hendg in compact and
gurehls form, Tha principsl lekor in preparing the' Papsrs
hae besn sssumed, with grest plassars, by your Maothar,

R. R, TAWEE,
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CHAPTER L
THE INTEREYENTION.

STARTLING TELEGRAMS BY THE ATLANTIC CABLE—MISEIONAR-
IES IN PERSIA IN GREAT PERIL FROM KOORDISH WAR—APPEAL
TO OUR GOVERNMENT To INTERVENE FOR THEIR PROTECTION
—NO DIPLOMATIC RELATHONG—QUR GOVERNMENT AP’P‘B&LS TO
ENGLAND —PROMPT ACTION BY THAT FOWRR-—THE SHAH OF
FERSIA SENDS SPECIAL MESSENGER TOSEAT OF WAR—THANKS
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED BTATES TO ENGLAND—
HEFPORT OF BNGLISH CONSUL GENERAL.

Oroomiah College, establiched by the missionaries of the Pres-
byterian Board of Foreign Missions, is one mile outside of the
mud-walled city of Oroomiah, in Persia, On Mt. Seir, six miles
awgy, is a summer retreat of the missionaries. High up on the
slope of the lofty movntain, it s delightfully situated. It com-
mands a view of the great plain of Oroomish, which is dotted
with villages, and, also, of the broad and beautiful lake of the
same name. Long ranges of snow-capped mountains encircle the
lake and plain and form the boundary of the extended view.
Within the city of Oroomiah is another station of the missionary
work.

When the horde of half barbarous Koords swept suddenly down
from their mountain fastpesses and advanced upon Oroomiah, the
missionaries were divided. Those at the College and Mt. Heir
were swallowed beneath the flood of the invasion. Rev. Mr.
‘Whipple alone, separated from hizs wife and daughter, who were
at the College, remained in the city withio the Pereian lines of
battle. Strangely enough, when this Koerdish army came down
upon them, the English Consul General, stationed at Tabriz, Wil-
liam G. Abbott, was a guest of the missionaries at the College,
and he was caught with them within the lines of the Koords,
The Sheik Obeiduilah, chief of the Koords, gave him escort



1

through the lines. He was fired upon by the Persians, but for-
tunately escaped injury.

To the friends of the Missionaries in the United States, the first
information came in the startling cable telegrams, here arranged
in order of their publication in the daily papers.

THE ETRDS IN FERBIA.
AN EXTIRE TOWH FOT T0 TEE AWORD—3,000 8QUARE MILES OCCTEIED.

Lownon, Qct. 28, 1980 —A dlspateh from Meshed atates that 20,000 Eurde
undar Bheik Abdullah, sre advanclog oo Tubrlz. They are now at Maragha
They have maseacred the entire population of Bouj Bolak. The Kurds occupy
8,000 eguare miles of Persian tecritory.

TruEERAR, Oct, 28, 1880.—Tt i3 said thet the Kords ars frlog inte the town
of Oroomish in Korthern Persis. "

TeaeEeaN, Oct. #.—Thera are rumors from Tabriz that the Eurds onder
Bheik Abdullah have taken Qroomish. No further news is recelved from
tho Briteh Oonsul at Oroomiah. The telegraph wires to Ehei have been
cut for the last three days.

CAPTURED BY HURDB.

Lowpow, Oct. 39, 1980.—A dlspateh from Thorin says, it 18 reported that
the Eurds have captured and plilaged Oroomiah.

The next series of dispatches gave at least the comforting as-
surance, that our missionary friends were still alive; and that
the flag of their country was recognized and respected by the
chieftain of the Koords, This was an unexpected and suggestive
action, by the Sheik Obeidullah.

[Usble Telegrams. |

TEneRAN, Oct. 81, 1880.—TIt in officislly announced that the gardson of
Oroomiah has been relieved by W} Fersian troops. The Kurds retreated
southward. Only seven villages in the Balmes district eacaped devastution.

Loxpow, Kov. 1, 1880.~The Bheik Abdullah has sent a communicstion to
the Amerfcan Missionaries in Oroomish requesting them to holst the Ameri-
can fug sbove the Misslon building in vrder thet it may be recognized and
reapected when the clty 18 attacked by the Enrde.

TeaeeaN, Nov. 7, 1980 —8hetk Abdulleh edvanced epaingt Oroomiash with
O troops, but was repulaed with great losa. The Kurds are now encampod
eight miles from Oroomiah.

TeurraN, Nov. 12, 1880.—A former Perstan Minister of War, has been
sent to the seat of war In consequence of the dangerous [lloess and reported
death of the Persian Commander-in-Chief. Bome of the Kurdish Chiefs
have submitted while others have dad.

This new Commander was the so-called Sipeh Salar, of whom
much will appear in these papers.

The next message suggested the gravest apprehension. To
have been spared by the Koords was to be a cavse of Persian
hostility towards the Missionaries,
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[Cable Telogram.]

Lorpox, Nov, 14, 1880.—A dia from Teheran says, there 18 great ex.
cltament am. the Inhabltanta of Orcomiah against the chrigtians, especlally
Americen Missionaries, for thelr supposed compliclty with the Korda, The
christians, however, have convinced the Parslan swthorities that suspicions of
complicity are baseless.

TeaERAN, Nov, 18, 1880.—2000 bodies are lying anburied within the en-
virone of ouj Bolak.

Temgraw, Nov. 18, 1880 —8helk Abdollah attecked the Perslans at
Oroomiah on the 1%th lpat. The loss waa heavy oo both sldes, but the Kurds
wara repulsed, They burned tha villagea massacred 200 inhabitants in
thelr retreat.

MRE. DAWES TO MR. EVARTS.

MARI'ETTA, Onig, November 2o, 1830,

SIR There are now at the migsion station of the Presh)rtermn
Board of Foreipn Missions at Oroomiah, in Persia, fourteen mis-
sionaries, ladiez and gentlemen,who are citizcns of the United States.,

There can be no doubt that the present condition of war in the
Province of Croomiah subjects these missionaries to great peril.
The cable messages say that the Mohammedan population i in-
censed at the missionaries, accusing them, falsely of course, with
complicity with the Koordish Sheik, whaose forges are confronting
Oroomiah. Tt is helieved by the friends of the missionaries here
that it will be necessary for the Persian Government to extend
special protection to them, or they may become the victimes of Mo-
hammedan fury, should they escape other dangerous contingencies
of the war.

I therefore respectfully suggest that the grave emergency of
the situation would appear to call for an immediate communication
from this government to the Persian Government, requesting the
necessary protection for the American missionaries.

I am moved to an urgent appesl to you for action in this matter
by the fact that my sister, her husl::am:l and family, are of this
party of missionaries,

I have, sir, &c., R.R. DAWES:

MR, EVARTS TO ME. DAWES.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 26, 1880,
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-
ter of the zoth instant, calling the attention of this Department to



8

the perils to which you have resecn to believe your sister, her
hueband and other American missionaries of the Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions are now exposed at the missionary
station of Oroomiah, in Persia, in consequence of the condition of
war in the province of Oroomiah, and the fact that the missionar-
ies are falsely accused of complicity with the Koordish ‘Sheik,
whose farces, according to your advices, are confronting that
provinge. In view of these circumstances you suggest that the
emergency is one which ealls for the intervention of this govern-
ment with that of Persia for the protection of the American citi-
zens in guestion,

In reply I beg to thank you for having called my attention to
the dangers to which the ladies and gentlemen referred to in your
letter are exposed, and to inform you that, as this country has no
diplomatic representative in Persia, I will instruct Mr. Lowell,
the Minieter of the United States at London, to request the good
offices of the British Government, ]

T have, &c., WM, M. EVARTS.

MR. EVARTS TO MR. LOWELL.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WasniNGToN, Nov, 20, 1880,

Sm: I encloge herewith, for your mformation, 8 copy of a let.
ter dated the aoth instant, from the Hon R. R. Dawes, of Mari-
etta, Ohio, & member elect of the g7th Congress, in which that
gentleman calls the attention of this Department to the perils to
which he gays he has reason to helieve his sister, her husband and
other American missionaries of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions are now exposed at the missionary station at Oroomiah,
in Persia, in consequence of the condition of war said to exist in
the province of Oroomiah, and of the fact that the missionaries
are falsely accused of complicity with the Koerdish Sheik, whose
forces, according to the advices received by Mr. Dawes, are con-
fronting the province.

As the representations made by Mr. Dawes in reference to this
matter arc doubtless very trustwarthy, and inasmuch as this coun-
try has no diplomatic representative in Persia, I have to instruct
you to lose no time in communicating to the foreign office the
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statements contained in Mr. Dawes’ letter in regard to this matter,
with a request that the reprefentative of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment in Persiz may be asked to use his good offices for the pro-
tection of these American citizens, for whose safety great anxiety
is felt here,
I am, &c., WM. M. EVARTS.
MR. LOWELL TO EARL GRANVILLE.
LEcATIOK oF TRE UNITED STATES,

Lonoon, December %, 1880,
My Lorp: I have the honor to ask your lordship’s attention to
a letter, & copy of which is inclosed herewith, addressed by the

~ Hon. R. R. Dawes, of Marietta, Ohis, 8 member-elect of the

Forty-seventh.Congress, to Mr, Evarts, in which that gentleman
brings to the notice of the Department of State the perils to
which he says he has reason to believe his sister, her husband, and
other American missionaries of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions are now exposed at the missicnary station Oroomish, in
Persia, in cunsequence of the condition of war said to exist in the
province of Oroomish, and of the fact that the missionaries are
falsely accused of complicity with the Kaordish sheik, whose
forces, according to the advices received by Mr. Dawes, are con-
fronting that province.

As the representations made by Mr, Dawes in reference to this
matter are doubtless very trustworthy, and inasmuch as the United
States have no diplomatic representative in Fersia, I am in-
structed to lose no time in communicating to your lordship the
statements contained in Mr. Dawes’ letter in regard to this matter,
with a request that your lordship will kindly ask the representa-
tive of Her Majesty's Government in Persia to use his good
offices for the protection of those American citizens, for whose
safety great anxiety is felt in the United States. Commending
this matter to your early attention,

I have, &c., J. R. LOWELL.

EARL GRANVILLE TO MR. LOWELL.
Foreien Orrick, December 10, 1830.
Earl Granville presents his compliments to Mr. Lowell, and



