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Mr PRESIDENT AND GB_HTLEII‘EH.

Old age acquires & gradually increasing interest
na advancing civilisation enables a larger number of
persons to atfain to it, and affords them additional
means of enjoying it and profiting by it From the
schoolboy-day, now full fifty years ago, when the De
Senectute of the great Roman orator made a lasting
impression upon me, the subject of old age has had
some fascination for me, though multifarious avoca-
tions have prevented my giving much atiention to
it. In the past year, the Collective Investigation
Committee of the British Medical Association, at my
instance, commenced an inquiry respecting aged
persons, and issned a form, with a memorandum, for
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the purpose of collecting information of various
kinds respecting the condition, habits, ete., past and
present, of persems who had attained to advanced
age. The minimum age for the subjects of inguiry
was fixed at eighty. We are indebted to many
members of the profession, and to some others, for
the returns they have taken the trouble to make,
which at the present excesd 500, the number of
males and of females being nearly equal, These
have been, in part, carefully tabulated and analysed
by myself, with the aid of my friend and nssistant,
Mr, A, Francis. It is not to be supposed that from
this, or other investigations of the like kind, any
very novel results will be obtained; for the hill of
knowledge is mounted with slow and laborions
gtepe, and we must be content to advance little by
little, I .do not, however, propose to weary you with
many of the details of this inquiry, which, I may
observe, is not yet completed, but to make a few
remarks upon the subject of old age, which will be,
to eome extent, based upon informastion derived
from the inquiry just mentioned.






