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FOREWORD

Havine recently passed into whatmy
great-grandson Shem calls my Anee-
dotage, it has occurred to me that per-
haps some of the recollections of a more
or less extended existence upon this
globular* mass of dust and water that we
arc pleased to eall the earth, may prove
of interest to posterity, and I have ac-
cordingly, at the earnest solicitation of my

#1t lz gulte interesting, in the flght of the contentions
of hlgiory as to men's eartiest reslizatlon thet Lhe earth ks
pound, to find Methuselsh speaking in this fashlon, Tt wounld
#eem from this that the rezl facts had dawoed upom the
oiriarch’s mind even at thia early period, and one la thers-
fore disposed (o regard ws less apochryphal the anecdote ra-
carded in Volume [TI, Chapter 38, of “The Life and Voyages
of Nuah" whersln Adam, after belng efected from the
Gurden of Eden, asked by Cein if he belleves the world to be
round Ik« an orange, repliea:

I umed to think so, my aon, il gnder provaifing oondi-
tione [ am foreed into o more or Tess defladte suspicion thad
¥ f2 gliiptioad, ke o lomon'—EDiTon.
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