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PREFACE,

There have been many histories of the Battle
of Lexington and of the Battle of Concord, some
of them excellent to the extent of that part of
the contest to which they were deveted. From
time to time gifted orators have gone to the one
town or to the other, and eloquentlyv portraved
the heroic deeds of men within that town on the
opening day of the American Revolution. No
fault should be found with any of those, designed
as a healthy stimulus to local pride, and to
foster sentiments of national patriotism.

But the student in American lacal history
needs a more extensive view of the operations of
that day. He necds to be better informed as to
the various scenes of carnage that were waged
along all of those nearly twenty miles of high-
way. Men were slain in Lexington, and in
Concord; but there were many others slain in
Lincoln, in Arlington, in Cambridge, and in
Somerville. Norshould we forget the youngest
martyr of the day, but fourteen years of age,
who fell in Charlestown,

For the purpose, then, of presenting to such
as may be interested, 1 have assembled here the
most comprehensive account that has ever been
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offered, and one that aims to be a history of the
entire day, 1 have endeavored to make it not
only complete and interesting, but just and
reliable, recognizing fully the rights of my own
aneestors to rebel, and also recognizing  the
rights of the mather country Lo prevent such
rebellion — even by an appeal to arms.  Since
those days we have grown to be a mother
country ourselves, and have had reason, on more
than one occasion, to excrcise that accepted
right of parental control,

This narrative is based upon official reports,
sworn statements, diaries, letters, and narratives
of participants and witnesses; upon accounts of
local historians and national orators; and, in a
few cases, upon tradition, il such scemed
authentic and trostworthy.

But I am sorry to say, that in more than one
instance, 1 have found even the sworn state-
ments at variance with cach other, I am satis-
fied that the authors did not intend to mislead
in any way, but simply tried to tell to others
what appeared to them. Their mental excite-
ment naturally added o lttle of that vivid
coloring noticeable in most war narratives of a
personal nature. My work has been to har-
monize and simplify these, and to extract simply
the truth.

In 1775 the greater part of the present town of
Arlington was a part of Cambridge, and known




