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for Afhwoman and walhwoman, resd f0h'women.,
and walherwomesn. "

— were the more, r. were thongh more.-

— him poffiblé, r, impofEble,

— like, r. Jiked.

— Hughfon thst, r. Hughfon enly that.

— billet deun, r. billet-doux,

= fumed, r. formed. .

— o8¢ in, 7. one day in.

— ¢in be one; 1. can be but one.-,

= had therefore.mo, r. had no.

— which new-crewded, r. which-crowdedy.



MONTALBERT.

CHAPTER L

IN one of thofe villages, immediately un-
_ der the ridge of chalky hills, called the South
Downs; where the foil changing fuddenly to
a ftrong clay, renders the country deep, and
the roads bad; there dwelt, a few years fince,
the reftor of a neighbouring parifh, of the
name of Leflington. In the village where
he lived he was only the curate; chufing his
refidence there, becaule the houfe was larger
and more cammeodious, than that which be-
longed to his own living three miles diftant.
His family confifted of a wife, two fons, and
four daughters.

One of the fons had a fellowfhip at Ox-
ford; the other, was a younger partnerin a
relpettable tradelman’s houfe in Londen.
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The daughters were reckoned handfome ;
the two eldeft had been for fome years the
toalts at the convivial meetings in the next
market towns; the third was now a candidate
for an equal fhare of ruftic admiration, and
‘her claims were generally allowed; but the
youngeft, who was about eighteen, when this
narrative commences, though fhe was ftill
confidered as a child by her fifters, and
treated as fuch by her mother; was thought
by fome of the few perfons who happened to
{ee her, to be much the handfomelt of the
four, though her beauty was of a very dif-
ferent charaller from that of her filters.

Perhaps in thefe days of refinement, the
imagination might be in fome degree affilted,
by the romantic fingularity of her name; fhe
was called Rofalie at the requeft of a lady of
the Catholic religion, the wife of a man of
very large fortune, who fometimes inhabited
an old family feat, about three miles farther
from the hills: Mrs, Leffington had been
for fome years her moft intimate friend, and
accepted with pleafure her offer of anfwering
for, and giving hLer name, to the youngeft
of her girls, Mrs. Vyvian, the daughter of
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an illuftrious Catholic family, being born at
Naples, bad received the name of the female
faint fo highly venerated in the two Sicilies;
and before her marriage, had lived a good
deal alone with an infirm father at Holmwood
Houfe, which having defceided to her mo-
ther from noble ancefltors, became hers, and
was part of the great fortune fhe bmughl: 1o
Mr. Vyvian,

During the folitary years when {he attend-
ed the couch of a parent, the vi€lim of com-
plicated difeafes, the fociety of Mrs. Lefling~
ton had been her greateflt conlolation. It
continued {o till her marriage—a marriage
which fhe was compelled 1o conlent to, by
her father’s peremptory commands. Mrs.
Vyvian afterwards paffed fome years on the
continent with her hufband, and returned to
England mother of three children, a fon and
two daughters. And whenever this family
inhabited the old manfion-houfe of Holm-
wood, Rofalie paffed all her time with them.
When young Vyvian was about thirteen, his
fifters twelve and cleven, the young ladies
were fo much attached to their companion,
that Mrs. Vyvian, to indulge them, took her
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with them to London, and afterwards to their
¢ltate in the North. Young Vyvian, the
only fon of the family, being fent abroad,
‘Rolalie remained with his mother and fifters
above two years, making only fhort vifits at
home. At the end of that period, Mr.
Vyvian thought proper to have his daughters
introduced into the world, and in a ftile of
life to which Rofalie could have no preten-
fions; fhe therefore returned to the parfon-
.age, and though fhre could not but be [enfible
of the great change in her fituation; her
good fenle, and the peculiar mildnefs of her
difpofition, enabled her, if not to conquer
her regret, at lcaft {fo far to conceal it, that
though generally penfive, fhe was neither
fullen nor melancholy, and enteied with
placid refignation into a way of life, fo dif-
ferent from that to which fhe had {fhe now
thought unfortunately) been accuftomed.—
Her mother, who probably remembered that_
fhe had been fenfible of fomething like the
fame unealy fenfation when fhe bade adien
to the focicty of Ler friend, then Mils Mon-
talbert, to marry Mr. Leffington, feemed to
Py,



