THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HENRY, OF
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA,
1729-1786: PATRIOT, MILITARY

OFFICER, INVENTOR OF THE
STEAMBOAT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649635566

The Life of William Henry, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1729-1786: Patriot, Military Officer,
Inventor of the Steamboat by Francis Jordan

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FRANCIS JORDAN

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HENRY, OF
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA,
1729-1786: PATRIOT, MILITARY

OFFICER, INVENTOR
OF THE STEAMBOAT

ﬁTrieste









THE LIFE OF
WILLIAM HENRY

OF LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA
1729-1786

PATRIOT, MILITARY OFFICER,
INVENTOR OF THE STEAMBOAT

A CONTRIBUTION TO REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY
BY

FRANCIS JORDAN, Jr.
A Member of the American Philosophical Socsety

FRIEE OF
Tax Mew EnA PRIRTIRS CoMPARY
LascasTes, Pa.

e



WA 1977 wo

-I,IBR _&R‘q =

Copyrighted 1910
By Frawciz Joroaw, Je.




PREFACE.

RS HEN it was first suggested that I

R should write the Life of William
4 Henry, of Lancaster, Pennsyl-
22! vania, by those of his descendants
who desired a more intimate knowledge of
his career than could be learned from fugi-
tive accounts unsupported by documentary
evidence, I thought to confine the work
within the limits of a brief summary of his
eventful early life and his activities during
the Revolution.

After a careful examination of the material
placed at my disposal, much of it new and all
of it of more than ordinary historical and
scientific interest, to the student of American
history as well as to his posterity, I felt that
to restrict its scope to the contemplated
brochure would have been a distinct loss to
both. It seemed to me that a full account of
his unique personality and notable career, sav-
oring almost of medieval romance; his inven-
tive genius, his correspondence with statesmen,
and military officers of high rank who figured
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prominently in the struggle for independence,
and finally his own eminent services fo the
State and Confederation, warranted not only
a deserved tribute to his unostentatious pa-
triotism, too long deferred, but an appeal to
a larger audience.

1f the book in its necessarily modest pro-
portions fails to reveal the social and domes-
tic side of his life, or his impressions of men
of action of that day, it must be explained
that he left no diary; and if in any of its parts
it appears lacking in continuity, it must be
charged to the absence of papers that, through
1gnorance of their importance to the historian,
have been mislaid, perchance destroyed, and
no longer available. In its preparation I
desire to express my indebtedness to Granville
Henry, Esq., of Boulton, Pa., Dr. John W.
Jordan, of the Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania, and Dr. Frank R. Diffenderffer, of
Lancaster, without whose generous aid in sup-
plying valuable datz the book would have
been incomplete indeed.

Francis Jorpan, Jxr.
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