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NOTE.

This Little volume 18 reprinted from one of the
publications of the London Tract Aszsociation of
Friends, with a few unimporiani changes, and
the addition of some passages faken from an
Obituary tn fthe " Annual Mondor.”’
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ELIZABETH FRY.

O the page of divine inspiration is inseribed the
sacred decree, #I'ha righteons shall be in everlasting
remembranec,” Thiz bas, doubtless, a special refer-
chee to that witnem whick ds @i heaven — that record
upen high—by which the actions of the juat sro
registered in the ** Book of Life: ™ yet it also indicates
that the bright coursa of theae faithful servanta of
God and benefaotors of mankind, who “rest from
their lsboors,” and whose * works do follow them,"”
ia designed to serve as an ensign throughout suceeed-
ing generationa; ezhibiting, by the force of a holy
example, the blessedness and the daty of treading io
that pathway of christian dedication, in which they
songht to follow Him who ‘¢ went about deing good,”
and who “came to seek and to save that which was
lost.” ~ In reviewing the lifs and character of Eliza.
beth Fry, in reflecting on the seif-sacrificing benevo-
lence which actuated her spirit, and in tracing the
deep enrrent of christian picty from which it sprang,
the reader may be animated to seck, like her, to pro-
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mote the glory of God, and to spread the knowledge
of Him and of His 8on Jesus Christ.

This excellent person was the third danghter of
John Gurney, of Earlham, in the county of Norfolk.
Bhe wus born in the year 1781, Her mother died
before ghe had attained ber twelfth year. Deprived
by this bereavement of the judicious care of a tenderly
beloved parent, the youthful group of eleven children
were subjected o little restraint,. The mind of their
indulgent father does not appear to have then yielded
to the deep religious convictions that subsequently
icfluenced him, His daughters were allowed to
participate in the amusements of fashionable life, and
also to associate with persons, who, whilst conapienons
for talent and literary research, were sceptical on the
all-important troths of christian doctrine, " But,
whilst thus exposed to the seductions of vain delighta
and speculative opinions, & praciove Providenoce
watched ovor the interesting band ; and, through the
renowed visitations of the  day-spring from on bigh,"
mivgled with chastening dispensations of sorrow, it
pleazed their Heavenly Father to attract them from
the paths of worldly pleasure, and gently to lead them
in the way of safaty and peace.

The first of the sisters who declined the pursuits
of gaiety, was the subject of this sketch, She did
not resounee them from sny blind subservience to
the christian views of the Bociety of Friends, of
whish she was, by birth, & nominal member. A
graduslly imbibed, but deeply-seated conviction of the
value of time — of the respousibility of cocupying it



ELIZTABETHE FLRY. 5

usefully, and of the powerful influence of example,
led her to resist the inelination, se inherent in ocur
fallen nature, to indulgﬂ in ﬁe]ﬂgmﬁﬁmiinn and
worldly esse. Bhe was, during her earlier years, re-
markable for much originality of thought and quick-
ness of comprehension; was timid, yet very decided
in judgment and will; and, even whilat a child,
evinced a disposition to promote the well-being, and
to eoothe the ceres and BOFTUAWE, of those arpund her,

Before Elizabeth Guorney reached her seventeenth
year, she commereed the practice of recording, iv the
form of a journszl, her secret conflicts, and the con-
viotions of religious truth, az they were impressed
Wi her ]*ulltl:['u] |:|1:urt., unimnt.iug it with love to
ber Almighty Parent, and to all Ilis ivtelligont
ereaiures,

In aome of her first entries, she says, “1 feel by
experience how much enterivg into the world hurts
we; worldly company, T thiuk, materially injores;
it excites o false stimulos, such a8 a love of pomp,
pride, vaoity, jealousy, and ambitiow; it leads to
think about dress and soeh reifles ; and, when ount of
it, we fly to novels and scandal, or something of that
kind, for entertainment.” “If T have long to live in
this world, may I bear misfortunes with fortitude ;
do what I can to allevinte the sorrows of others, and
exert what power [ have to increass happiness.”
“ Pride and vanity are too much the incentives to
most of the sctions of men; they produce a love of
admiration, eod, io thiokiog of the opinions of others,
we are IT apt to forget the monitor within,” In
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ber next entry she remarks, * Trifles ocoupy me far
too much, such as dress,” &e., &e. Again, she de-
soribes the effect of frivolons purenits, — ¥ greatly
dissipated by bearing the band —idle and relaxed in
mind —music has a great effect on me” Such
were eome of the varied apd contivuons workings of
the oppesing influemces of natove and groce, in a
mind not yet subdued by the power of the Holy
Bpirit, nor strengthened by a living faith in Christ,
who slone can give the vietory over the world,
Whilst thus perceiving her own frequent deviations
from the path of duty, and conscicus that withount
assistonce from oo bigh she could never sttain any
settled peace of soul, or fulfil the purpose designed
by Him who had called ber ints buing, it pleased
" Infinite Wisdom to direct the steps of one of his
gospel messengers —a stranger from a foreign land
—tg the vicinity of her bome. Slhe listened to him
oa he preached the glad tidings of sslvation throngh
& erucified Bedeemer, and, in 2 remarkabla mnanmer,
did the heart-awakening appeal which he was led tp
utter, find a response in the enavictions sealed on her
wind by tho Holy Spirit.  The solemn traths which
ghe heard were but very faintly perceived by her
wuderstanding, but she felt that they were blessed
realities; and the baptizing power, that secompanied
the declapation of them, penetrated the deepest
receszes of her soul. The stability and the soundoess
of the impressions thus imbibed, may be tested by
the influcnee which they exercised over Ler in-
clinstions and conduet. Bhe was, st this important
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junctore, taken by her father to London, where ehe
remained several weeks, exposed to a wvariety of
temptations — introduced into the gayest circles of
fashionable and polished life, frequenting theatres,
the opera, and other places of diversion —all calen-
lated to extinguich the feeble flame of devotion which
had been kindled in her bosom ; bnt, haviog tasted
something of the pence and joy that result from
yielding to the attractipna of the love of (God, the
enticements of a vain world bad lost much of their
fascination; spd ber jouroal tells us, “I went to
Drury Lane in the eveniog. I must own that T was
extremely disappointed: to be eure the house was
grand and dazeling, but T had no ofher fecling, whilst
there, than that of wishing it over.” Bome days
later, she saye, “ I own I enter ioto the goy world re-
loctantly. I do not like plays; I thiok them =o
artificial that they are, fo me, not interesting, and aoll
seems 8o — 30 very far from pure virtoe and oatore.”
But a few days afterwards she dwells on a oiferent
soene: T went to mecting in the evening. I have
not enough eloquence to deseribe it William
Bavery's sermon was, in the first part, very affecting;
it was from the Hevelations: he explained bia text
beautifully, and awfully ; mest awfully T felt it; ho
next deseribed the sweets of religion and the spirit of
prayer: how he did deseribe it—his proyer was
beauntiful ; I think I felt to pray with him,’* Thus
this American visitor, who huad been the instrament
employed to eow in her heart the seeds of Divine
Truth, was also ensbled to water aed nurture them,



