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. LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

The Commissiencrs of Emigration respecifully present their
ANNUAL REPORT, for the year ending 31st Dec., 1863,

THE year 1863, being the ssventeenth of the operation of
the system under the charge of this Commission, was marked by
& large increase of the emigration to this Port, being more than
double that of 1862, which hed shown an increase over that of
1861. It was also marked by the same general improvement
in the health and condition of the emigrants, as compared with
the experience of the earlier years of this Commission, which the
Commigsioners have hadr the patisfaction to report for the last
three years, There was cqueequently a diminisbed number, in
proportion to the whole number who arrived, who required medi-
cal or other immediate relief upon or soon after their arrival.

The chief exceptions to the ordinary good state of the health
and condition of the emigrants arise from diseases contracted on
shipboard, which are in no way to be atiributed to the condition
of the passengers on their embarkation.

The whole number of emigrants at this port was 80,538
more than in the year preceding.

The number in the hospitals, and of those otherwise receiving
support or pecuniary assistance from this Board, was larger than
during the past few years of decreased emigration, but neverthe-
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Jess smaller in proportion to the whole number who paid com-
mutation than in preceding years. As in the year 1862, though
the income of the Commission was far lower than was ususal in
its earlier years; yet the improved eystem and economy of their
establishments, together with diminished county claims, enabled
them to meet the current expenditure of the year; and to extin-
guish all debts, with the exceptions of those secured by mort-
gage on their real estate, and contracted principally in the
purchase or improvement of lands and erection of buildings.
There are no other outstanding debts or claims, except certain
claime disputed and in litigation.

The improvements year after year introduced by the expe-
rience of the Commiesioners and their officers, have placed all
the establishments under their immediate charge in a state of
great order and efficiency, and thus the cares and labors of the
Commissioners have been materially diminished.

Their duties and responsibilities have slso been lessened by
the operation of the late law in relation to the removsl of the
Quarantine,

The whole number of passengers landed at this port during
the year 1863, was 194,377. Of these, 37,533 were citizens,
or persons not subject to bonds or commutation ; and 156,844
were aliens for whom commutation was paid, or bonds executed,
showing an increase in alien emigrants of 80,538 over 1862,
91,315 over 1861, 51,682 over 1860, 77,5622 over 1859, 78,255
over 1858, and 26,929 less than in 1857 ; whilst the' propor-
tion to the average of former years, since 1847, is 8,665 less.

Of these emigrants, 92,157 were from Ireland, 35,002 from
Germany, 18,757 from England and 10, %Sfmmothar countries.

In the Report of 1861, it was amad that the Board had
restored the office of Genernl Agent, a8 it existed in the first
years of this Commission, united with the office of Becretary ;
and that the long experience and tried ability of the Becretary,
Bernard Casserly, seemed, in the judgment of the Commission-
ers, to qualify him eminently for this position. His administra-
tion of the nymerous and important duties of the station since
his appointment, hes fully justified the confident expeetations
of the Board.
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The details of the various vperations of the Commission and
their officers, during the year 1863, present the following re-
sults :

Mamber in Btate Emigraot Refuge snd Hospital, Ward's

i Ieland, Jam. Tat, 1888, ... c00uuunsn ers  BB5

“  admitted during the year..ooveericeas o 4,028

“  born there * 3 Cime e bR e sannennnara SB1

Total number cared for and treated.......... —— 4911
Number of lupatio emigrants in Btate Asylum,
Ward's Isiand, Jan, 1at, 1868,......5.. 66
% ndmitted during the year......oc..o.e00 BT

— 138
OFf which there laft the Asylwm :
Wumber dischargod eured. ... oo vrerrrensnsenn, * 3
*  fransferred to Blackwall’s Island, their term
of five years having expired.......... 11
*  transferred to other wards of Lnstitution in
an improved eondition........vnihae 8
L - - PP
-
Remaining in Asylom, December B1st, 1868...... 63

Number of cases of small-pox chargeable to the Commissivn
in Bmall-Pox Hospital, Blackwell's Island, Jan.

B 1

Nuomber admitted doring the yesr...ueveesincssaniniias,
Total number of cases of small-pox charges-

ble to the Commission treated in Bmall)

Pox Hoapital, Blackwell's Jsland, doring

the year...... Y B e 29

Nomber diseharged curedisse.ereseuriieiiiiiesiananes
% ¢

=k

Total nambar discharged.......coovovanas
remaining on 16t Janmary, 1864, ... 0ivvenrrnenons

Kumber of sick sent from Offica to ‘the New York Hospitsl ’

“

w2 =3

during the Y07 188B. 1euveusnenrrmsenrrsrenns 2
“  of do. to Bt, Vioeent's Hospital, vuevsveraavinness 19
Total coses sent to both hospitals,....veuae — 4B

Number of persons sent back to Europe at their own requeat 65
#  uf do. and at expense of consignees of vessels...... 46
Total namber forwarded to Europe........ —



Number of persons forwarded to various places inland from
Castle Garden at expense of the Commission. ...

“  forwarded to varions places inland by agent at Boffalo
“ do,  byagentat Albany......cccvenniniine
Total number forwarded inland and to Can-

ada by this Commission...ccicvsmnsnens

@  temporarily supplied with board and lodging in the
Wu--u-n---»rnr.fu-p-..--v-o-n--+--n-

“ ' temporarily supplied with food in Ceatle Garden.. ..
“  temporarily supplied with board and lodging by
agent at Buffalo. ... ..o.ciiinal srsseanaanny

“  do by agentat Albany........ciicmaniniaiiiiann
L Y Rochester...ccooeeeisanasoniaines
Total number 80 relieved.....cueeeuinnan.

Number of out-door poor in the.city buried at the expense
of the Commission. .. .cussassasnsravnairsies

“  of intermneata from Institotions on Ward's Island in
ity Cemetery at the expense of the Commiasion,

Total number baried, . ...cvvuersnsransnns

Number of males provided with situations at the Intelligence
Offce and Labor Exchange, Castls Garden......

AL O TOm RO, o i iaienn i iom Wi 4 s e [ Frraes

“  of both sexes provided with sitnations by agent at

“  do, by agent at AJbaOY.....ocnvinraraniniiiiaian

gy % Ronhesbar, oy visaivamssiens

Total number provided with employment. ..

Whole number relieved and forwarded in and from the sev-
eral connties of the Btate chargesble to the Com-
U e
Grand total of destitute alien emigrants landed at

the port of New York doring the pest five
yeara, who were relieved, forwarded, and pro-
vided with employment, &e., by this Commis-
sion in the State and city of New York during
the year 1BBB,.. . .ovesaissrsnssnnissnasans
" Number of days spent in Btate Emigrant Hospital, W. Island.
II- 4 i Ll ERa! i

Total number of days in both ....00vens..

Amount of maneys received in reply to lettars written from
the Emigrant Landing Dépot, for recently-arrived
emigrants, and applied to their forwarding. .. ...

“  of moneys received at Emigrant Landing-Depot in
anticipation of arrival of emigrants...........ee

211

1,260
8,019
1,869

100

100

874
— 4T4

8,928
8,504

861
97
—— 18,485

4,888

—— 80,588

158,118

84,100 |

— sKa 912
$18.108 9%

26,978 ‘08
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Amount of moneys received-st Oflos fur, and applied to, the
aid and, forwarding of emigrants chargesble to

this Commission.,oveeranirirnrarssainiiein #18 62
4 of moneys received at offica of the Irish Emigrant
Bociety from friends of recently-arrived emigranta,
and applied to the forwarding of such emigrants

chargeable to this Commission. . 21,086 10
“  of moneys received utoéﬁeon{amtnt Alhnyﬂ)r
and applied to, the FAME PUIPOM. 2 ursrarrsrsae 280 80

State BEmigrant Refuge and Hospital, Ward's Island,

The Commissioners, as is stated more at large in former Re-
ports, hold in fee one hundred and six scres on Ward's Island,
together with appuriensnt water-rights and marsh. These
lnnds were purchased either from the annual incorme or from
funds obtained on mortgage, with which debt the property,
greatly increased in valwe in iteelf, as well as by the buildings
and other improvements, is still encumbered. The tract, ex-
cept twenty acres on the southeast side, Yies in one body, sur-
rounded in great part by water, and contains nearly one half of
the island. The land ie good, and the tract in all respects salu-
brious and convenient. As the pumber of occupants has at
timed exceeded 3,000, though of late much less, this extent of
ground is not more than is needed for the comfort, exercise, and
oconpation of the inmates, the proper distance and space re-
quired for the various branches of the establishments—as hos-
pitals, the Insane Asylum, school, and nurseries, as well as for
the government, control, and police of the whole population,
and keeping st & distance bad or troublesome neighbors.

The tract bas been extended, by filling in, and building a
stone sea-wall along the shore, which was performed chiefly by
labor of the inmates. The wooden drains, which had been laid
in former years, have been replaced by an effective and perma-
nent sewerage of 1,600 feet of brick drains,

The whole product of the land under cultivation (about fifty
acres), ineluding milk, vegetables, etc., i8 consumed by the in-
mates, and it is estimated that if purchased, it would cost about
$9,719 19. The buildings and grounds are amply supplied with
Croton water, brought by a pipe under the waters of the Sound,



