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. PREFAUE.

Comvades of the Society of the Avmy of the Cumberland :
When General H. V, Boynton's lettera recently appeared
in the Cincinoati Commercial Gazetfe, vo vividly portraying
the achievements and heroism of the Army of the Cumber-
land in its campaign for the possession of Chattancoga, in-
cluding the inevitable incident thereto, the battle of Chicka-
mauga, I thought how agreeable it would be for each member
of the society to have a copy for perusal at our approsaching
reunion on the twenty-fifth anniversary of Chickamauga,
Accordingly I asked General Beynton's permission to print
these letters in pamphlet form, ne ndvance sheets of any
volume in which he may determine to put them with other
matter, To this he most cheerfully assented in the follow-
ing letter:
. Wasnrnaton, Sept. 1, 1888,
My Dsar GeweraL: Yonare welcome to the Chickamauga
letters for any use you choose to make of them. While the
salient features of both days’ baitle are easily understood,
the details of movements by brigades are in many cages in-
tricate. For thia reason various errors may have been made.
in the text. If thoss who observe them will take the trouble
to correct them before the pnblic, they would thus assist in
establishing the correct history of a battle in which the Army
of the Cumberland should 1ake great pride.

Yery troly yours
" H, V. BOYNTON.
General W, 8. Rosrorans,
With thia explanation, the letters are given in the order

of their respective dates,
: W. 8. ROSECRANS.






Wasminaroy, August 3. [Special.]—In two preliminary
letters mbout Chicsmaugas fhe attempt was made to describe
the field as it appears to-day, and to present some of the
scenes of the battle which eame rushing back over the plains
of memory with & power suggestive of the departed legions
that ouce clothed these farms, foreats, and ridges with the
terrible magnificence of battle,

In & senae, to write of Chicamanga is to try to exeite in-
terest in a aubject which fer too many regerd as worn ; but
to the veterans who fought there it will never be a thread-
bare story., For that generation which has been born and
hag eome to manhood since Chettanocoga wes won by the
Union arms, there is no campaign which can be studied with
%rea.ter El‘bﬁt, or which wili more richly repay the reader.

istory has not yet done justice to Chickamanga, but its vor-
diet is sure, Many of the misconceptions of the days follow-
ing the battle still exist in the popular mind. It may be
yeara before they are cleared away; but eventnally the
Chickamaugs campaign will atand in the history of our war
as unequaled in ite strategy by any other movement of the
contest, and as unsurpassed, and imbnhly not equaled, for
the stubbornness and deadliness which marked the splendid
fighting of Unionist and rebel alike; and, furthermors, it
will stand as a substantial Union victory,

Just in proportion as the credit due is awarded to those
who planned and executed the campaign will well-merited
condemuation be meted out to those at Washington who in-
sisted upon forcing the movement without regard to proper
and vitel preparation, who withheld re-enforcements, and
who, in spite of public and private warnings which it was
eriminal not to heed, made rebel concentrations againat Rose-
crans possible from in front of Washington ilaaﬁ", and from
Charleston, Mobile, and Mississippi.

It will be the purpose of a few letters to go over some of
the well-known ground of this eampaign with a view of
enforcing the ideas expressed in geoeral terms above, and
attempting to present a clear accounf, of this most involved,
and still serionaly misunderstood battle,. The strategy—
matchless in our war—which compelted Bragg to abandon
Chattancoga ; the life and death struggle for concentrating
the Union army when Rosecrans, against the proteats of
‘Washington authorities that it conld not be true, found his
widely separated serps confronted with re-enforcements from
every part of the Confederacy i and, lastly, the great battle
in the%hicknmauga foreats for the possession of Chattanooga,
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are each most fruitful and interesting themes., The present
letter will relate to the first-named subject, the strategy of
the Chickamauga campaign,

Marching from Murfreesboro on the 23d of June, 1883,
General Bosecrans had advanced ageinst Bragg, who was
astrongly fortifked, and whoee lines, besides, occupied gaps
and ranges of great natural strength. By brilliant strategy,
with the loss of only 536 killed and wounded, and thirteen
captured or missing, the Army of the Comberland, with its
nine divisions and twenty brigades, operating through six-
teen days of continuous rain, maneuvred Bragg, with his
seven divisions and twenty-three brigndes, out of his natoral
and artificial atrongholds, and foreed him across the Tennes-
see.  Up to that time there had been no strategic campaign
to equal this, and it was soon to be far sorpassed, except in
the one element of [oss, by the campaign to follow it. 8o
brilliant had been the conception and the execution that all
the corps commanders, headed by GGoneral Thomas, hastened
to call on General Rosecrana and offer the warmest congratu-
lations.

At the close of the Tullashoma campaign Brage occupied
Chattancoga and the mountain passes above and below it,
Rosecrana’s army lay along the western base of the Cumber-
land Mountains, its right above Winchester and irs left at
MeMinnville. Here General Rosearans at once began the
most. vigorous Ereparatious for another campaign for the
ocoupation of Chattancoge. "Because the necessities of the
case compalled recrecy as one of the main slements of success,
there was snon at Washington a manifestation of unreasoning
impatience over what was ecriticized as the inaction of the
Union commander ; but those who were on the ground know
well the onceasing activity and energy with which the work
progressed of acoumnlating sufficient supplies of food, mate-
rial, and ammunition, preparing the means for crossing the
Tennessee and obtaining the necessary knowledge of the
mountain passes, roads, and trails by which the army must
move, Rosecrans’s supplies reashed him over a budly equipped
line of waorn railroad, & hundred and thirteen miles in length,
and, a8 can be readily understood, when the daily wants of
8 great army preparing for extended movement and battle
are considered, the matter of accomulating & surplus of sup-
i plies was not the task of & day or & week. With every effort
| the railroad was not repaired until July 25, and the forward
movement began on the J14th of August,

A glance at the rifip will diselose the great natural obsta-
cles which lay Letween General Rosecrens and Chattanooga.
As his army faced toward the latter point, the Cumberland
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Mountains, with a general elevation of 2,200 feet, rose before
it. The escarpment was everywhere precipitons, and deati-
tute of every means of approach except narrow mountain
roads and trails, with the one exception that & short railroad
ran from Cowan to Tracy Uitén on the summit of the range,
To the eastward this range dropped by like precipitous and
difficult slopes into the valley of the Bequatchee River. Be-
yond that stream rose the equally sharp cliffs of Walden's
Ridge, with a general clevation of 1,300 feet, This fell off
along the esstern and southern edge of the platean into the
valley of the Teonessee, and overlooked it from the mouth
af the Beqnatchee River to 2 point far above Chattannoga.
It was fifty miles as the crow flies from the lines of Rose-
crana’s Army across this continucus mountain region to the
valley of the Tennessee. This river was broad and deep,
and presented in itself the most serious natural obstacle
which the Union army bad encountered since it left the Ohio
River, It was 2,700 feet wide at Bridgeport, and 1,254 feet
aﬁ Caperton, the points whera the bridges were subsequently
thrown, .

On the left banlk of the river, the stronghold of Chatta-
nooga lying behind the river, and the great ranges to the
westward between Rosecrans's position and his own, might
. well seem to Bragg impregnable, in fact almost unassailable.

First, toward the west, came the Lookout raoge, risin
abruptly from the river to the height of 2,200 feet, ung
stretching southwestwardly far into Georgia and Alabama.
Its western piecipices looked down into ihe narrow valley of
Lookout Creek. Beyond the latter rose the equally precipi-
tous cliffs of the Raccoon Mountaine, the latter having the
same general elevation as the Lookout range. '

The gorge of the Tennessee where it breaks through theae\
mountain ranges is so narrow and so thoronghly commanded
from the heights on both sides as to render it impracticable
ti_:ldsu move an army a8 to attack it from the front or river
Bide,

With these giant obstacles to the progress of his columns,
most serious even if' they had been within the Union lines,
but almost insuperable when fuund in an enemy’s territory,
and while he was bending every energy to complete prepara-
tiona for carrying ont a brilliant plan of his own for over-
coming them, General Rosecrans wae astonished at receiving
on August 4, only ten days after his railroad had been re-
paired to the Tennessee River, a dispatch from Halleck say-
ing: ‘“ Your forces must move forward without delay® You
will daily report the movement of each corpa till you eross
the Tennesses River,’’




