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PREFACE

For several years it has been the custom to
have courses of public lectures in Theology at
King’s College. One volume of lecrures, * The
Church of England, 1ts Nature and its Future,”
has alrcady been published, and the present

'~ book contains the lectures which were delivered

in the Michaelmas Term of 1919. The Theo-
logical FFaculty of King's College has conccived
it to be a part of the function of a University to
make the results of academic study available
for that wide public which has an intelligent
interest in intellectual and spiritual progress
without possessing the leisure to pursue
detailed investugation. There is no subject in
which the close relation between research and

educated opinion should be more jealously
W E



PREFACE

guarded than that of Theology. And the
benefit of such a relation will not be all on one
side. The expert whose thoughts have been
occupied with the things of the spirit cannot
fail to gain a renewed sense of the momentous
nature of the problems with which he deals
when he is called upon to lay his conclusions
beforec men and women who are immersed in
the full stream of practical life. The large
audiences which have listened to the lecrures
and the ready response which our invitation to
take part in the courses has received from
scholars in many universities are sufficient
proof that the need which we have sought to
meet is felt on both sides.

The lectures contained in this volume were
not prepared with a view to publication and
they are now printed in response to several
requests that they might be brought together
in a permanent form. They stand in the book
practically as they were delivered. No attempt
has been made to secure uniformity of stand-

point or treatment, and each lecturer is respon-
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PREFACE

sible only for his own contribution. The
Editor ventured to suggest the subjects of the
lectures with a view to securing that as many
aspects of the subject as possible should be
dealt with in the course. It would be too much
to expect that the whole field should be covered
in five lectures, and it will not escape the notice
of the reader that several important topics have
been passed over with slight mention or in
silence. Thus the thorny question of the
value of the evidence provided by psychical
research has been touched on only incidentally
by Dr. Brown. To have embarked upon a full
consideration of this controversial marter would
have required many more lectures. The meta-
physical arguments for the immortality of the
soul have been passed over because a profitable
discussion of them seemed hardly possible
without a degree of technicality which would
have been inconvenient. The reader may,
however, be reminded that some distinguished
contemporary philosophers, among whom may
be mentioned Dr. McTaggart and Professor

Vil
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Howison, still hold that a valid metaphysical
argument can be stated.

The hope of personal immortality is so
closely bound up with our affections that it
lends itself to credulity and superstition. On
the other hand, there are minds which, in
reaction from the illegitimate indulgence of the
“will to believe,” have persuaded themselves
that the belief in personal survival is no part of
pure religion. It is the aim of these lectures to
assist in showing that faith in the furure life is
a rational faith and may be held all the more
strongly when purged of some of the fancies
which fear and hope have woven round it.

W. R. M.
King's College,
London
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