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INTRODUCTION

(n Saturday, September =z, 1776, the General Assembly
“Oirdered That Leave be given to bring in a Bill for appointing
Commissioners to superintend and direct the Nawval Affairs of this
State And that the Honourable Mf Edwards Captain Roger Smith
Mr. Corbett M". Neufville and M7, Ward be a Comumittee to prepate
and bring in the same™,

On September 26th Col. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney and Attor-
ney General Moultrie were added to this commitiec.

On September 27th Mr. Edwards presented the hill to the House
and it was received and read the first time and ordered to a second
reading.

On October ist the House proceeded to ballot for commission-
crs to superintend and direct the naval affairs of South Carolina,
and, having selected Edward Dlake, Thomas Savage, Josiah Smith,
Jr., Thomas Corbetl, Roger Smith, George Abbott Hall, and Thomas
Shubrick, the. bill was given a second reading, the names of (hese
cormissioners were inserted, and the bill was sent to the Legisla-
tive Council.

Un October 3rd the bill was returned from the Lepislative Coun-
cil, where it had received two readings and had been amended hy
striking out the name of Thomas Shubrick and inserting another
nanme,

On Okelober gth the bill came up in the House for its third read-
ing. It appearing on the reading of t(he first clavse that the name
of Thomas Shubrick, one of the commiszsioners named hy the Ilouse,
had been stricken out by the Legislative Council, the House pro-
ceeded to ballot for another commissioner, and George Smith being
sclected his name was inserted, and the bill was given a third read-
ing; its title ordered changed to that of an Act, and it was ordered
that Mr. Thomas Waring and Mr, Keating Simons carry it to the
Legislative Council for concurrence, which they did and so reported
to the House a few minutes later,

On October 8th the House appointed Mr. Heyward and Mr.
Young to join with a member of the Legislative Council to examine
and compare the engrossed bill, A short time thereafter they
reported that they had examined it and found it correct. Later in
the day the Speaker and House “attended His Excellency in the
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Coumneil Chamber” and presented it { with other Acts) to President
Rutledge, whe signed it.

O October gth the commissioners met and organized for busi-
ness, Their journal from that date to March 23, 1780, when the
close investment of the American lines at Charles Town put an end
to their activities, an engrossed copy of the portion thereof to
March 1, 177, and a volume of accounts kept by the commissioners,
were among the manuscripts in the State Librarv of New York when
the New York State capitol at Albany was partially desiroyed by fire,
March 29, 1911, and they were considerably damaged therehy. How
these records came to be in Albany has not been ascertained, but the
records of the State depariment of New York show that in 1818,
when J. V. N. Yates hecame Secretary of State of New York, he
found these volumes in the State archives thereof. . At the time of
the fire in 1gr1 a bill for the returning of these volumes to South
Carolina was pending hefore the General Assembly of New York.
This bill subsequently became a law and the damaged records were
returned to South Carolina.

In copying for publication the text of the original journal was
used, save where the mutilation or destroction necessitated the use of
the engrossed copy. It has oiten been found necessary lo piece
togrether the copy from seraps of the pages of each volume, and often
afier the copying has been done the paper, burned to chareoal, has
crumbled to pieces. The words taken [rom the engrossed copy are
put in‘italics. That part of this journal which covered the latter part
of 1776 was printed in volumes IT (Washington, 1851) and II1
{ Washington, 1853} of the fifth serics of Force's American Archives.
Such words as have been burned from both copies of the manuscript
journal, or rendered illegible by the fire, have been supplied from
the Archives and are set in black type.



Charlestown, South-Carolina, Wednesday, o't Cctober 1776
In pursuance of an act of the General Assembly, passed the 4th
Octaber 1776 The following Commissioners Edw Blake &c to Super-
intend and direct the Naval atfairs of this State, met and previous to
their forming a board, took the following Oath of Qualification
vizh
1 Do Swear that 1 will well & truly Execute the
duties of my Office, as a Commissioner of the Navy Board
o the best of my skill and Judgment, So help me God, ... ..
The Commissioners then procecded 1o the election of the Tirst Com-
missioner, and Edward Blake Esqm was by a majority of wotes
chosen First Commissioner of the Navy, and took his seat accord-
ingly—
Resolved That the following Advertisement, tor a Clerk of the
Board, be published vizt
The Commissioners of the Navy Board, give this
public Notice that they are in want of a Clerk,
whose duty and Business will be, to keep Regular
Aceot®. and Journals of all Transactions, Relating
to the said Doard, also, when reguired, to 'go on
Board the Vessels of War in the service of this
State, & take exactl accountis of the Officers & Sea-
men on bhoard, to pay off the wages due them
Respectively. & to make proper returns thereof to
the said Board, om Oath, The Salary allowed for
such Business soill be Fowrteenw Huyndred pounds
per Awnmunr. Any person willing to engage will
apply before Ninwe OCleck on Sawurday morning,
the 12th Justant by letter directed to, Edward
Blake, First Commissioner.
The Board upon enquiry {nte the stete of the Navy, found that there
was a vacancy for a Caplain fo command the brigantine-of-war
Comet.
Ordered Thar the Following Letter be sent to the General Assembly
then siiting. I'iz'.. To the Houble |ames Parsons Esq., Speaker, &
Gentlemen of the General Assembly—
The Commissioners of the Navy Hoard on Enguiry find
that a Captain is wanted for the Brigt Comet They recom-
mend Captain Stephen Seymour, & Captain Edward
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Allen, as fit Persons for the Legislature to make choice
of—"
Adjourn'd to next Saturday morning nine o’clock.

Navy Board Saturday 12® Oct, 1776—
The Board met according to adjournment.
Present. Edward Blake first Commiss™—
Thomas Savage, Josiah Smith Jun Ges Abbot Hall, Thomas Caor-
bett, Roger Smith, George Smith—
Read several applications to the Board for the Clerk’s office & then
proceeded to choose a Clerk—
AMr. john Calvert was declared unanimously Elecled to be Clerk of
this Board & he took the following Oath of qualification vizt, -
I John Calvert do swear that T will well & truly exceute
the duties of my Office as Clerk of the Navy Board to the
best of my skill & Judgement & that [ will faithfully keep
secret the Business of the said Board, when requir'd
S0 help me God
Recetved @ Muster Roll of the Brig'.. Defence
de. . a Muster Rall of the Brig' | Comet
The folloaving Letter wuas sent to Cap®. . Thomas Pickering
Capt. . Thomas Pickering
Yiou are heveby required to wse the wbmost
diligence in Manning the Brigt, . Defence under your Command &
getting her ready for Sea, in particular we recommend that vou take
the most elfectyal means, for recovering the Seamen whe fave
deserted from your Vessel as speedily as possible if they are to be
found i Town & make a return to the Navy Board of vour Compli-
meit of Men by Twesday next at Nine OClock i the Morning
A similay Letter was also sent ta Capt. . Edward Aller Commander
of the Brigt. . Comet:
Adjourned to next Tuesday Morning Nine OClock

15ce Jowrnal of the General Assembly of South Carcling, September 17,
Ipr6-Qctober 20, 1776, for Wednesday, October g, 1776, page 90, The same
journal for the next day shows that Capt. Allen was selected.
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Tuesday 15", . October 1770,
The Board met according to Adjournment
Present: Edward Blake Esq: First Commissioner

Gea: Abbott Hall, Josiah Swmith

Thet, . Savage Thomas Corbett

George Smath Esguires

Read the Minutes of the last Meeting
Ordered, That the following Advertisement be inseried in the
Gazette & that three Hundred Handbills be struck off & dispersed
i the Country

The Commissioners of the Navy are in want of a quantity of
Salted beef and Pork in barrels. Any persons inclined to furnish
them therewith are desired to send proposals in writing to the sub-
scriber, mentioning the quantity of salt required for each barrel
of Beef and Pork, (which the Commissioners will supply the con-
tractors with upon their entering into eonmtract with them,) and
the price they will deliver the Beef and Pork at in Charlestown,
the same being properly cured and packed in tight barrels, weigh-
ing two hundred pounds neat weight. They are also in want of a
quantity of Ship Bread and Flour, for which they will give the
market price, or enter into contract with any persom inclined to
supply them.

Edward Blake, Firsi Commissioner.

Returns were received [rom the officers of the Brigantine Comet
and the Brigantine Defence.

Orders were given to Captain Edward Allen to get his Water,
Provisions, and other necessaries on beard, ready to proceed to
sea as soon as possible, and to report when he is ready.

Orders were given to Captain Thomas Pickering to apply to the
Commissary to furuish hime with such Sails as are wanting for the
Brigantine Defence, and other Necessaries to get her ready for Ses.

Alexander Horn the Public Boat kecper twas ordered to attend
the next Meeting.
Adjourned to next Thursday Morning 9 OClock
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Nawy Board Thursday i7", . October 17706,
The Board me! according lo Adjournment
Present

Edward Bloke Esg: First Commissioner

Thowmas Savage, Thomas Corbeli

Geo: Abbott Hall fosial Smith {»ESQ":

George Sniith, Roger Smith

Read ihe Minuies of last Meeting

The following Lefier was agreed to be sent to M7, . Anthony Bon-
neaw, at George Town.

Nawvy Office Charlestown, October 17, 1776.
Mr. . Anthony Bomnean

Sir

Capt. . Seymour hoving represented to the
Commissioners of the Nawvy, the Necessity of having a proper per-
son at Georgetown to furmish Provisiosns &, for lhe armed
Schooner Ralllesnake stationed there, they will be glad if it shoald
sutt your Convenicnce, fo transact that business; and in order that
youe may be acquainted wiith the Nuture of it, you will find enclosed
an indent of such provisions os the Seamen in the Navy are allowed
daily; also a form of a Return to be wade & signed by ihe Purser
monthly, when vour accounts ought to be made vut and transmitted
to this Board, for the amount of which they will pay your order,
upon the account heing separately certified by the Purser and
vourself. Captain Seymounr is to send to you for provisions as they
are wanted; for which purpose the Board recommend that you buy
a rood canoe and oars for the schooner, to he used only as a har-
bour boat; and whenever she may he ordered to sea, the canoe to
be left in your or some other person’s custody, to be laken care of
until her return. The Commissioners will be glad to know on
what terms you will transact the ahove business, to which they will
give you an immediate answer,
DBy order of the Board ;
- Edward Blake, First Commissioner.

The following Letter was wrote to Captain John Copithorn:
Captain John Copithorn:

Sir: The Commissioners of the Navy request thal you do imme-
diately make use of your ulmost endeavours to procure as many
Schooners as you can hire for the serviee of the publick, & fuform
sz as s00n as possible of your success

Iam Sir yvour I°ble Serit, .
Edwward Blake, first Comvmissioner



