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HI8 GRACE
THE

ARCHRBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

My Lorn,

Haviza been appointed to write the following
Treatize by the late President of the Boyal Society,
in consequence of your Grace’s recommendation, it
wasg natural that | shoald be desirouns of publicly
acknowledging the high honour ihus conferred upen
me.

1 therefore request you te accept my respectful
thanks for permitting me to inscribe this Treatise
with your Grace’s name: zssuring you that, hewever
inadequately I may have besn found to answer your
expectation in the exzecution, I have not applied
myself to the task committed to me, without the
excrtion of mueh thonght, and the strongest desirs
of so executing 1t, as to justify your Grace’s favour-
able opinion.

.. I have the honour to be,
My Lorp,
with the greatest respect,
Your Grace's most obliged
and obedient Servant,
J. Ko,

Oxronp, March 15, 1238
A






PREFACE.

TrE occagion which gave riso to this and the accompanying
Treatises is explained in the following notice : but the Author
of the presant Treatise thinks it right to add, that, although
encouraged by the honour of having been recommended by
His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, he zhould have
shrunk from his present etempt, had be conzidered that any
exaci elucidation of the details of science was reguived in the
execution of jt.

Az, however, the intention of Lord Bridgewnter, and the
very extent and diversified nature of the subject, seemed fo
him almost necessarily to exelude any prest exactness of
elucidation, and o require & popular mther than s scientific
exposition of facts; &od as the whole tenonr of his pursuita
doring the last thirty yeara of his life aceorded with the
charactor of the propossd subject; he the more madily
undertook a task, to the execution of which be could not bat
look forwar] with much pleasure.  And if he should in
instance stimulate the readsr to examione the question :13
any poriion of the interest and setisfaction with which he
has himself examined it, be iy confident that he shall not
have labonred in vein,

It will be for others bo determine whether a judicious
selection and a mafficiently patural arrangement of the ma-
terials of the fullowing Treatise have been adopted : but to
those, who may think thet many of the subjects have been
treated too cursorily, the Author begs leave to point out the
extensive range by so wide a field of inguiry ; and
the consequent neccssity of compression in each particular;
the subject of this Treatise being in fact an epitome of the
subjects of almaost all the others, He also conwders it right
to state, that it is the immediate object of the Treatise itself
to unfold a train of facts, not to maintain an argument ; to
give a general view of the adaptation of the external world
to the physical condition of man, oot to atlempt formally to
convinee the render that thia adapmiimiaapmofﬂlhﬁrl:f



