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I wize not be pegligent to pot you slways In remem.
Praoee of thess things, thoogh ¥e know them, Yea, I

think it meet to xir you op by potting you In remsmbrancs,
=]l Frrex b 18, 18
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PREFACE

Tms manmal is designed for twoe nees, Tt may be usad,
first, by students of qomposition for reference, at the direcs
tion of the instractor, In caee of crrors in theines, Bocond,
it may be used for independent reference by persons who
bhave writing of any Elod to do and who want occasionpal
information on matters of good wsage, grammar, spelling,
punctuation, paragraphlog, m.u..nu.hmp-t.-arra.ngemant., or let-
ter-wriling. J

The aim of the bonk is net seientifie, but practical. The
purpose lu to maka clear the roles in regard to which many
people moke mistalkes. Fo material bes boen pat ioto the
book for the mske of forfhal m:—mplswns-na. Many state-
mentd that would bd essential to o teeatlsy destgned o
exhaust the sabjects here dishueaed (o trestise, for fnetancs,
OR ETRIMmMAT, of CompURition-Airuciure, or panctuation)
bava becn omligsd because they concerl mauicrs about
which the pevsons who may wee the book do not need to be
told, In the knowledge and the obeervance of the mles
fiznd by good vespe and sgpgested by enmomon seose for
the axpregsion of thooghta 1o Engllab and the representation
of them on paper, thars are many widely prevalent deficien-
cles, some vatoral cuongh, sume vory odd, but all shared
by many peopls. The porpoas of thiz mannal 8 efmply to

A help correct some of these defelencies.

s %l '*ﬂimpﬂl the riles fn this beok, making no mention of
':' :‘1 msnﬁpm, medifications, or allowable alternatives, may
..  Pethips ba charged with bwing degmatie, They ere dog-
: h'.tm-—purpoaaljr #o. Boppoae & youth, astray and oon-
foked In A mauze of clty atreets, agks the way to & certain
, splass. If one enuwoerates to him the several posaible noutese,
h‘ldl commenta and admonitions and cantions about each,
" Y will probably continue astray and confused. If one
sepds him peremptorily on one route, not mentloning per-
misible deviatlons or equally good alternative ways, the
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FREFACE i

chance is much greater that he will reach his deatination.
Likewlae, the erring compeser of anarchie diseourse can
besi. be set right by conetse and slmpls direstions. This is
one reason for fhe strivgency of aome of the rules. Thers
iz another reason ; Jet me use another parable in explaining
it. A stodent of plano-plaging 1% held dgldly, dering the
earty parlod of his study, to certain wules of finger mnve-
ment, Thaee rules are wsometimes varied or lgnored by
mupiciang.  But the student, in order to progress in the arg,
- most for & certdin time treat the ruies aa stringent and
invariable ; the variations and exeeptlons are studied only
&t & later stage of his progrem.  So, in acquiring skifl n
the arct of compoaitlon, 1t is pecemacy for moat gudents o
obasrva vigldly and Invarinbly rules to which masters of the
Art make exceptiona. I beliews that Rules 83, &0, T8, 08,
B9, 112, and 11§, for examply, ahonld he 2o lreated by moak
apprentiecs in comporltio.

A word ahout the litersry obligationa T hase incurred.
So far a8 concerme my lodeblodness to thab great oobnmon
fond of grammatizal and rhetorical deotrine on which he
who will may draw, it way truly be said of me, sy it hag
been 84ld of Homer,

W het L thewebe b mipght reguebos
1l wantk aud tuok ™

‘To individual gathors T may owe debts of which T am not
aware ; for when a man bas acenmulated & atore of thonghta,
some from indlvides! wrltees, some from wany writers in
pomroon, and some, perbaps, frumm his own psychie pro-
eospes, be [nevitably forpeta the source of many elements
of the mass, I Enow, however, that my thanks are dus to
Professors Adams Sherman I, William Dwight Whitney,
Alphonee G. Neweomer, John Duncan Queackenbos, Fred
Newton Beott, and Joseph Villlera Dennsy, for & noam-
ber of idean suggueted by my acquaintance with their
works,

1 gratefolly acknowledge heve my oblipation o Profemsor
Frank Gaylord Hubbard, of the University of Wisconain,
and to Miss Rose 3, Havana, of the Medill High 8S8chool in
Chicage, who gave me mach acute and valuable criticism
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during the proparation of the manuseript: and to severs)
gentlemen {unkonown to me) wha, st the iostance of the

publishers, suggested some much-needed smendations bafors

the ook went to press, and alse duriog it passige through
the press. Though the book s probably not what Captain
Cogtigan would call & * meritorious performance,* it & in
many reepecta nearer that ocheracter than it wonld be buk
for the generons &id of thess koown and unknown counselors,
B C W.

MLatimon, W osooHEt,
Owoshabur 10, 1901,
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