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9 ELEPEANTIARIS GRECORUM

The third form, or Tuberculated Leprosy, is con-
stitutionally the most severe, and is characterised
by a bronzing and tuberculated thickening of the
skin, especially of the face, ears, hands, and feet,
followed by similar changes in the mucons mem-
branes of the upper part of the alimentary and
respiratory tracts, ending fatally in from two to
fifteen years, by intercurrent disease in some vital
oTgan.

In dealing with the subject of Leprosy, which is
very extensive, I ahall not attempt fo do more than
to give o alight sketch of the History, Geographical
distribution, Etiology and Pathology of the disease.

The first chapter will be chiefly devoted to the
history of the disease in Eurcpe during the Middle
Ages, with a very brief notice of Jewish leprosy. In
the second I shall discuss the geographical distribo-
tion of the disease at the present day in particular
countries, with reference especially to the external
circumstances of climate, soil, and the cecupations
of the inhabitants. The third chapter will be de-
voted to the etiology of the disease. Lastly, in the
fourth I propose to give a sketch of the clinical
features and morbid anatomy of the malady.

The nomenclature of leprosy, or elephantiasis, and
the confusion of names which arcse from combining
the Arabign and Greek literature, hae often been
explained. I ghall therefors touch upon it but

very alightly.



IXTRODUOTION 3

Hippoerates and the old Greek writers employed
the name lepra (in the plural) to designate patches
on the skin covered with white rough scales, ex-
actly corresponding to our psoriasis. True leprosy
was at that time unlmown in Greece, and, therefore,
it did not attract much atfention; it was to the
early Greek writers only o matter of hearsay. In
the time of Areteus, however, leprogy had appeared
in South-Eastern Europe, and was accurately de-
geribed by him as a disense with which he was
personally acquainted under the name of leontiasia.
Lueretius and Celsus use the term elephantiasis to
designate the same disease, and the latter introduces |
it in the following terma: ‘ Ignotus autem pene in
Ttalia, frequentissimus in quibusdam regionibus is
morbus est, quem Medarriaciv Greeel vocant.” Thus
we have the terms Lepra Grecorum, signifying our
Paoriasis, and Elephantiasis or Leontiasis Greecorum,
signifying true Leprosy. So far, all was clear. But
unfortunately the Latin translators of the Arabian
writers chose to render ¢ Dal-Fil’ or elephant leg.
by the word elephantiasis, a disease which was evi-
dently our Barbadoes leg, and was probably un-
known to the Greeks. Hencs we have ¢ elephantiasis’
applied to two distinet diseases, which we are ohliged
to distinguish from each other by the names
Elephantiasis Gracornum and Elephantiasis Arabum,
Apain, the same translators employed the term Lepra,

not in the sense in which it was used by the early
52



4 ELEPHANTIABIE GREXECCRUM

Greeks (i.e, psoriasis), but to designate true leprosy;
in which sense it i also used in the Septuagint.

Constantinus Africanus, in the eleventh century,
appears to have introduced a modified form of the
Armabian teaching into the school at Balerno, and
the authors of that school divide true leprosy into
four varieties—Elephantiasis, Leonina, Alopecia, and
Tyria. With them ©lepra’ is the general term for a
disease of which elephantinsis is only one particular
form, We can understand, then, how in the four-
teenth century, when the old Greek and Latin
anthors were re-introduced, great confusion arose,
in consequence of the same names being applied to
very different dizeases, and thiz confusion has hardly
disappeared even in the present day.

To state the matter in a concise form, we have

1st. Elephantiasis Greecornum, equivalent to lepra
Arabum, or true leprosy ;

2nd. Elephantiasis Arabum, or the Barbadoes
leg, unkmown to the early Greeks ;

8rd. Lepra Grecorum, answering to our psori-
asis.!

Whoever reads carefolly the account of leprosy
{Zaraath) given in Leviticus, must arrive at the
conclusion that several distinet diseases are included
ander one and the same name. One reason for this

v A full secount of thispart of the subject will be found in *The
Btudy of Medicing,' hy Mason Good (1822), vol. §i. p. 651, and vol ir.
£ 674, from whick Hebra's accqunt appears to bave been in part taken.
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belief, which is alone almost conclusive, is that the
recovery of gome of those afflicted with leprosy is
evidently assumed as a possible if not a likely
occurrence, and provision is made for their re-admis-
gion into the camp. Now if thers is one thing
certain about leprosy in the present day, it is its
incurability ; indeed, we ghould look upon any
curable malady as essentially distinet from leprosy.
Once a leper—always a leper, is painfully true. It
is highly probable, however, that true leprosy, to-
gether with many other diseases of the skin, such as
eczemg, peoriasis, scabies, and poseibly syphilis,
existed among the Jews in the time of Moses, but
they were not distinguished from each other in the
early stages of development.

Those who are nequainted with the insidious way
in which leprosy sometimes begins, will not be
surprised that the Jewish priests should have had
gome difficulty in making a correct dingnosis, The
error of our translators has evidently been that of
rendering the generic term Zaraath Ty the specific
name leprosy,

Whatever diseases were included under this term
(Zaraath), it ia quite evident that some, at least,
were believed to be contagious, and that the exclu-
sion of the leper waa not, aa has been often stated,
gimply a religious rite. This iz indieated by the
directions given to burn the clothes mupposed to be
infected, and by the repeated washings and shavings
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of the head, beard, and even eyebrows of the cured
leper. The requirement that he should sleep in the
open air instead of in his tent for seven days after
he was pronounced clean, points zlso to the fact
that practical rules were mixed up with religions
observances, which is in perfect harmoeny with the
double eapacity in which the Jewish priests acted.

It is highly probable that the leprosy of Naaman
and Gehazi, mentioned in 2 Kings, chap. v., was, as
has been often suggested, an hereditary form of Leu-
,coderma, now very common in the Eaat, especially in
India, and known as © white leprosy.” Some account
of this disesse will be found in Chapter IV., under
the head of * Allied Diseases.’

It is not my purpose 10 enter into an antiquarian
aceount of leprosy during the Middle Apes. A com-
plete history of the kind, though very interesting,
would be far beyond the scope of these lectures. In
dealing, therefore, with thiz part of the subject, I
ghall confine my observations to those historical facts
which appear to have some bearing on the origin,
prevalence, and final subsidence of the disease in
Europe. I shall refer briefly to the supposed canses
of its rapid increase, and to the vigorous and sys-
tematic attempts which were made to stamp it out, by
the complete exclusion of lepers from legal rights
and social intercourse with the rest of mankind.
And T shall endeavour to show that erroneous views
have been entertained by many historians with re-
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ference to the origin of the disease in Europe, and
also with regard to the effect of exclusion as o means
of exterminating it, The method adopted had, no
doubt, an effect ; not, as has been eupposed, by pre-
venting contagion, but by destroying the race of
lepers. It exposed them to many hardships, it de-
prived them of their civil rights, and precluded them '
by ocath from propagating their species. Even
amongst the wealthy and powerful, who were leas
under the tyranny of the priests, the horror with
which the disease was regarded and its known here-
ditary tendency had o marked effect in checking
marriages,

History recorde the fact that leper hospitals existed
in Palestine at a very early period of the Christian
era. In theseventh century the merchants of Amalfi
had already established at Jerusalem the Hospital
of 8t. John, where they maintained certain persons,
afterwards called Johannites, to attend upon the sick.
A little later the remarkable society of the Knights
of 8t. Lararus was founded, in order that lepers
among the higher classes might not be deprived of
their knightly honours and fame. These knighta
were employed in superintending the leper hospitals
and providing for the wants of the inmates. They
not only admitted leprous persone into their order,
but during the early period of their history were
bound to elect a leper as Grand Master; this rule
was, however, revoked at a later date by Pope Inno-
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cent IV, and the Lagarites gradually ceased to fulfil
the functions for which they were originally cele-
brated. St Louis brought twelve of these knights
into France for the express purpose of instructing
others in the management of the leper hoapitals of
that kingdom.

The introduction of leprosy into Western Europe
has often been attributed to the Crusades; the dis-
ease, however, was known in Spain, Germany, France,
and even Eogland, long before that time. Both
Pepin and Charles the Great made laws regarding
it, and the former in 767 (at Compiégne} enacted
that the appearance of the malady in either husband
or wife was a sufficient cause for divorce. In Ger-
many we have good reason to believe that it pre-
vailed as early as the fifth century. A leper house
was founded in the eighth century, by Abbot Othmar,
at 86, Gallen, near the Lake of Conatance,

In England several leper houses were founded
before the firat Crusade, in the reign of William the
Conqueror ; two of which were in the neighbourhood
of Canterbury, and one in Northampton. And a
century later leprosy was becoming very prevalent,
a3 may be inferred from some of the regulations
which are mentioned by Btow. He says: ‘Ttia to
be observed that leprous persons were always, for
avoiding the danger of infection, to be separated
from the sound, God Himself commanding to put
out of the host every leper, &. Whaereupon I read



