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SPECULATIONS

IMPREGNATION.

HERE is frequently an ambiguity
in words, which very accurate de-
finitions, and the moft cautious

and candid cpndud, cannot, in every pa-
ragraph, guard againft. Whatever may
be the ideas affizxed to. Conception, Gene~

A ration,



6 SPECULATIONS ON

ration, or Impregnation, we fhall take the
freedom of ufing them as fynonymous;
and as implying and including that period
in the female conftitution, from the injec-
tion of the prolific femen into the canal of
the uterus, till the ovum, capable of be-

.coming a living creature, is completely
difengaged from the ovaria. This period
is perhaps the bufieft, and moft important
in female life; and on zaccount of its in-

tricate-and myfterious phenomena, and of

the utility which Medicine and Philofophy

muft derive from a rational and convincing

explanationof allitscircam{lances,italways

hath interefted the attention and ingenuity

of every phyfiologift.—We look back with

veneration, as well as reftlefs curiofity, to

. that feemingly humble and unapt ftate
from whence we date our material origin;
and we contemplate what appears to us
as a fhapelefs embryo, with as much won-
der and embarraffment, as the ftupendous
fabrie, which it afterwards evolves, can
poflibly extort from ws. Notwithitand-
ing, however, of every inducement to an
acquaintance
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acquaintance with our origin, and of all
~ the ingenuity which hds been lavithed up-
" on the enquiry, we have {lill to regret the
cbfeurity in which the procefs of genera-
tion is involved; and at the fime time
we cannot help lamenting the facility
with which eminent men have adopted
and decorated very vague and vifionary
theories: But though thefe men have in~
cautioufly given wiy to the fuggeftions
of imagination, or rathly adopted the un-
fubftantial and groundlefs ideas of others,
they have, by accurate and ingenious ob=
fervations and difcoveries, added greatly
to the ftock of ufeful knowledge, and ren-
dered the path much eafier to others, The
anatomift, who was long content to num-
ber the human bones, and to inform us,
with much fagacity, where they were fca-
brous and where they were fmooth ; who
traced, with edifying precifion, the direc-
tion of a mufcular fibre, or an evanelcent
artery ; and who overwhelmed us with &n
elaborate differtation on the right whmh
our canine teeth gave us to tear and fwal-
Az . low
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low the flefh of living creatures; fomes
times turned the edge of his knife from
thefe idle and unavailing esercifes ; and,
though his labours were not always fkil-
ful, nor his deductions unequivocal and
firm, we gencrally follow himt with im-
provement and graricude.

It were well for us, and creditable to
Science, if we could, without further ob
fervation, thus clofe the general ac-
count of the inclinations and progrefs of
our predeceflfors. But however unplea-
fant and invidious the refleGtion—and we
are too well juftified in the afferton—it
remains for us to ddd, that fanciful and
difingenuous men, by torturing to their
purpofes real falls and obfervations, have
thrown an additienal darknefs and per+
plexity upen this fubjeét; and, by their
fpecioufnefs, have left the candid at a lofe
where to allow their confidence, Thefe
men, as their ingenuity acknowledges
none of the ufual bounds of prudence,
and meets with no difficulties, have creat«
ed or mifreprefented facts, as beft fuited
the theories they were determined to fup-~

; " port;
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port; and, ovérlooking thofe general laws
of the animal ozconomy, which are uni-
verfally allowed to exift in all thofe parts
of it which have been fatisfactorily de-
monftrated, and are alfo uniform with the
laws of nature in fimilar, though more
gnlarged {chemes, they have been hardy
enough to promnlgate laws, Jocal, partial,
and ingfficient. 'Who would look for fo-
lidity in the crude and bafelefs theories
of fuch men? Yet, fuch is the fupinenels
of enguiry, and the pronenefs to creduli-.
ty, theories, thus founded, and thus fup-
ported, hayve been forced forward in fome-
thing like the drapery of philofophy, and
maintain 3 tolerably guiet exiftence, a-
midft the ruins of obfervation and com-

"+ monfenfe '—That fuch whimfical theories

were liftened to in an unenlightened age,
was nothing ftrange ; but that this fubjec}
fhould ftill be configned to fuch vague
and digjointed reveries, when a really phi-
lofophical fpirit feems to have pervaded
every other branch of fcience, i3 furely
inexplicable, But is this fubject the only

' A ang



