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ORATION.

X Mr. Mayor, La-
D\ dies and Gentlemen, —

| Two hundred and fifty
3 yearﬂ H.gﬂ B VIODB Was
planted here in the
wilderness. That vine
has grown into a
sturdy stalk, with far-
outspreading branches,
boautiful with an abun-
dant foliage. Mean-
while, well-nigh eight
gonerations have com-
pleted  their mortal
term and left their
| impress upon human

| societiyA

t is not strange
that all of wus, who,
proud and glad, call
this fair city by the Merrimack ¢ Home,"” E.Eould be
moved to pause :Ezr a brief space, reverently to confess our
debt to the past, and .%mtef ly commemorate the initiatory
events in our history. To many here the occasion is one of
peculiar and tender -interest. (adly heeding the summons,
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you have come from afar to this festival, and tread once
more with joyful feet the old familiar paths. How many of
us are among the scenes of our most affecting memories.
Here we were born; here, by the fireside, we heard the first
accents of affection; here are the graves of our fathers;
here is the schocl-house where we learned our earliest lessons;
here is the house of God where we received the elevating
and consoling truths which have fortified uwe for the tempta-
tions and sustained us amid the trials of life. We think of
the great cloud of witnesses, who, invisible to mortal eyes,
look down upon us.

Apart from indulging these ennobling sentiments of our
nature, there is surely the highest wisdom in reviewing the
two hundred and fifty years that stretch backward across the
chasm between the feeble sapling set in the savage wilder-
ness of the past, and the spirited, thriving city of the present.
We all appreciate that the past is a wighty factor in making
the present: that if we really want to know ourselves; if we
would rightly measure the forces that throb and pulsate m society
about us, we must study ovnr ancestors. The Haverhill of
to-day, its complex interests and bosy life, its men and women,
ity thought and spirit, is an emanation of the Haverhill of
the past; not only impossible of existence without if, but just
as impossible to be understood withont it, as our own broad
river, apart from its originating springs far up in the moun-
tain gleng and forest glades of New Hampshire.

oreover, our history for more than two ecenturies is the
history of a New England town. And what is there so note-
worthy abont this? %Vhy, in %;!tﬁng back to these primal
New IJ'Sng-land towns, one finds himself at the fountain head
of our present political system. In these unique commanities, of
which Haverhill was a worthy type, was first tried on Ameri-
can soil the great experiment of a free commonwealth. Here,
ae never before, the now world-renowned principle of a gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, took organized shape.
Out of these miniature democracies, was subsequently earved,
when “the fulness of time had come,” “the colossal grandear
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of our great Republic.” And federal constitution and govern-
ment were not merely the natnral growth from inshiutions
and influences originating in New England towns; but under
these same influences also, through a thoreugh training of
upwards of one hundred and fifty years, the popular mind
wan prepared for the responsibilities which national indepen-
dence, and the formation of the national government brought,
This is no extravagance. For that keen and impartial
observer of American institations, De Tocqueville, saw the
same thing, when he gaid, a half-century ago: “The impul-
sion to political activity was given to America in its towns.”

Fellow Citizens: Such are some of the factors that give
value and interest fo the topic before us. Would that one
better fitted stood in my place to nnfold the diversified pan-
orama of our history. f};el deeply sensible how diﬁcuﬁi?ti!s
the task before me. The story of two hundred and fifty
ears caonot be compressed within the Itmits of an hour.
ifuch must of necessity be altogether omitted. Wherein 1
fail, . whether by treating some points with too much, others
with too little, fulness of detail, I must throw myself upon
your indulgence, and ask you, each for himself, to make up
the deficiency.

The seftlement of Haverhill was coincident with the
close of the Puritan exodus to Ameriea, which, viewed in
the light of moral and political results, is unqualifiedly the
most important migration the world has koown. It began
with the viclent dissolution of Parliament by Charles L,
in 1628, when the prospects of the non-eonformists and
of civil liberty were the darkest: it terminated with the
assembling of the Long Parliament in 1640, when the bat-
tle became set between king and people, and on English
soil was furnished to the Puritan a fair field for his world-
significant struggle for freedom. Time will not permit of
any detailed reference to the eauses of this emigration. It
was one of the issmes of the struggle that had been
ﬂ]:]]g on in England, for more than a hundred years. So

as the Puritan was concerned, it was a struggle in
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which intense religious convictions, zeal for liberty, and an
indomitable spirit of personal independence, were intimately
blended. The objections of the Puritans to the doctrine and
ceremonial of the Anglican Church were not superficial, but
grounded in their deepest sense of the spirit and nature of °
religion itgelf. The determination of the king to enforee
conformity, coupled with the most offensive assertion and
exercise of the royal prerogative, they regarded as an affront
to conscience, subversive of frec government and the rights
of Englishmen. In such a conflict compromise was impossible,
and when no alternative seemed left to them but conformity,
or expatriation, they reluctantly chose the latter. In the
eleven yoars that followed the arrival of John Endicott at
Salem, i 1628, some three hundred ships brought twenty-one
thousand souls, from their eomfortabla homes in England to
the shores of Massachusetts Bay. They came from the stur
diest part of the English stock, and many of them were
represantatives of the best social life of England. Ameng
thern were men of wealth, learned scholars, great divines,
eminent lawyers and statesmen. Religious enthusiasm in rare
combination with practical wisdom, dauntless courage, the
instinet of self-government, and the spirit of personal inde-
Eit;iance %'ives them a prominence” among all the men of
i . If they were imtolerant in matters of religion, we
must remember that they belonged to an age when toleration,
a8 we understand it, wes unknown. They had not yet
advanced to the grandenr of such a conception as that of
opening in America & refuge to which the persecuted of any
ereed might fly. This was logically involved in their priner-
ples, and sure to develop itself in due time. But as yet their
controlling ides was to plant a commonwealth composed ex-
clusively of persons of tﬁa same mind and faith, and where
t.he'{ might wnrsl;ii) God in their own way, unmolested by
civil or ecclesiastical authority. 1 would not intimate that all
of this large company of colonists were alike actuated by the
same lofty apirit and purpose. Doubtless with some the greed
of gain, aamdp the opportunities for the improvement of fortune
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which the new world opened, were powerful inducersents.
But of all migrations of people, as has truthfully been said,
“the settlement of New Kngland is pre-eminently the one in
which the almighty dollar played the smallest part, — however
important it may sinee have becoms, —as a motive power.”

With the close of the Puritan Exzodus in 1640, for more
than a century, there was no considerable migration to New
England. These original colonists grew and multiplied on
their own soil in remarkable seclusion from all other commu-
nities. On the basis of the Royal Charter which conferred
the power of loeal self-government, bronght over by Winthrop
and his followers in the ‘“Arabells,” they bmlt up their inst-
tutions, civil and rel";g,’ious. Indiﬁendent of foreign infuences,
amid hardships and dangers, they developed a character so
distinet and strong, that though their descendants now consti-
tate at least one-third of the present population of the United
Statos, and are widely scattered throughout the land, they
still retain characteristic marks of their grand original.

Of such men were the early settlers of Haverhill. The
idea of the settlement, though he himself never lived here,
may he traced directly to Nathaniel Ward of Ipswich,
“ equally distinguished as author, preacher, jurist, and scholar.”
He was at this time at work upon the ‘“ Body of Liberties,”
which has justly been siyled *the foundation stono of our
State’s independent soverei " and in commemoration of his

t services to the Siate, s mural tablet will soon be placed
in the Court House at Balem. Casting about for a promisin;
opening for his son, John Ward, just come from England, anﬁ
his son-in-law, Dr. Giles Firmin, that the hamlets along the
coast, already crowded with the recent large accessions from
the mother country, could no longer furnish, his mind turned
to the unoccupied wilderness along the Merrimack.

With the zeal and skill of one in dead earnest, during
the winter of 1639-40, he plied Governor Winthrop with
letters, ably seconded by Firmin. In the May following, in
conjunction with Newbury men, he petitioned the General
Court on the subject of his settlement. A favorable answer
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is returned, provided the petitioners make choice of a locality
“within three weeks from the 2lst present, and build there
before the next Court.” No letter, no record in diary or
chronicle, has yet been found, by which to fix the precise date
of the settlement of Haverhill. Under the limitations of the

ant, however, there was need for haste. It wmust there-
ore have been early in June, 1640, that twelve resolute men
from Newbury and Tpswich, having toilsomely worked their
way up the river, —so it would seem —in a great pinnace,
just such as Firmin wrote of, landed here wpen its banks
their scanty household goods, and began the work of rear-
ing homes in the wilderness. One of Nathaniel Ward's
letters contains a euggestive hint with regard to the charac-
ter of these men. “Our cempany,” he writes, “increases
apace from divers towns of very desirable men whereof we
desire to be very choice. We have already more than twenty
families of very good Christians proposed to go with us”
The names of these “desirable men and good Christians,”
whosa maemories we embalm to-day as the pioneers of our
fair city, were: William White, gamuel Gile, James Davis,
Henry Palmer, John Robinson, Christopher Hussey, John
Wilams, Richard Littlohale, Abrabam Tyler, Daniel Ladd,
{ose;_;hh Merrie, Job Clement, — the last four being from

wich.

P The average moral worth and manly virtue of this little
company was unusmally high, as subsequent history shows.
Down to the present time, the primitive “salt has not lost
its savor" in their descendants, who are known among us as
useful and esteemed citizens, The weight and influence of
White and Clement were felt from the hrst. Willam White
was a pillar in the church, strong and wise in action and
counsel, a master spirit in all public affairs to almost the
elose of the century. His mantle descended to his son and
grandsons, who, like their sire, were men honered and in-
fluential in church and town, large contributors to the pros-
perity of both, His descendants have been very numerous,
and their impress may be distinctly traced in the religious,



