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Preface.

HE following Essay on The Imporiance of

Church Music was written, as now published,
in the form of a Lecture to the Members of the
Chuoreh Institution of Bradford, delivered in June
lust, &8 introductory to the formation of & Cavrem
Cuoran Sociery; the object of which is *to
cultivate an improved knowledge and practice of
Church Music in particular, and music of a sscred
character in general, by Lectures, Lessons, and
Exercises.”

The Author bas been indoced, at the earnest
request of some who heard it, to give it a less
evanescent character, with the hope that it may lead
others into whose hands it may fall to make similar
efforts to heighten the standard of musical expres-
gion in Churches where improvement ia desirable.
Few Churches are without some one or more per-
sons ekilled in mulh;nd.ﬁn:gl'.ng, who eonld ander-
take the office of & guide or precentor, if not a pro-
fossed master of the science. Let the Clergy set
forth the importance of its being done, as & matier
which concerns the homour of God; and surely
many, of the younger members of the congregation
especially, would be found to concur in any suitable
plan. Let them be enrolled as members of a
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Choreh Choral Sociely, meet weekly in the Church
ur elsewhere—begin with the simplest Chorch me-
lodies —whether chants or psalm-tunes; let the ap-
pointed precentor classify them according to the
character of their respective voices—then subdivide
according o preseot capabilily. Let those who can
read music practise any tune, chant, or anthem
first—the rest listening in silence, till they have ac-
quired some aequaintance with it, and afierwards
endeavour Lo join in it. At the same time it will
be npecessary that there should be simultansons
lessons weekly to those who have not acquired the
art of reading music.

Under some snch regulations, superintended by
the Clergy, and directed by a skilful hand, any
congregation may be effectually trained to sing
universally and to sing well.

It may also be observed, that the interest being
once enlisted in Sacred Music, a foundation would
be laid for & sound taste in music. Good Eccle-
sinstical Music wonld be loved beyond every other
class; and the rising generation would learn to de-
light rather in the chorus of praise to God in his
house, than in the trashy specimens too generally
used in their hours of recreation.

St Jude's, Bradford,
August, 1844,




the subject of
Church-Music, I must set
ont with the bold nssertion
that the neglected condition of the

Music of our Churches, together
- with the indifference of our con-
gregations, is an occasion of vast
mjury to the interests of the whole
Chureh. 'The musieal expression
of praise, which, under proper en-
couragement and management, is
intended to be the delight as well
as the duty of the congregation,
bas become almost & matier of distaste ; and instead
of being, as it ought, and as it would, a source of
attraction to the House of God, its neglected state
rather tends 1o repel and drive many to other as-
semblies where they can realise more of the joyous
aspect of Christian worshippers. Thus bad taste in
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music is enconraged in other assemblies, because it
is preferable to no taste; and y on this account,
the consecraled Banctuary is irequently scantily at-
tended, while the conventicle is crowded.

It is high time that due attention be given to s
maiter of such seriptural im ce a8 uttering and
shewing forth the praises of God. It is the leading
idea nl'g ublic worship, to offer praise and adoration
mﬂleﬁmﬂ'h is forms as it ought to do,
the mest prominent part of the public services of
the Choreh ; and is intended to execite in us suit-
able emotions of awe, reverence and love. It will
be my object to point out and prove, that Music
prompts the expression of praise, and aids the spirit
of devotion : that it renders the sacred act of wor-
ship a pleasure instead of & weariness: and that
thus, when duoe atiention is given to the enltivetion

» of sacred music and song, as to its style and
execution, the House of God becomes a scene of
boly delight rather than of sten duty. Let our
congregations, especially the junior members, be
but disciplined aright in this matter, and we may
ensily razrm what is justly a matter of eomplaint.
Bn{hrmﬁmg the musical expression of our admi-

litargy, so far s circumstances allow, and
taking some pains to arrive at correct barmony
among our congregations, T feel assured that the
effect would be to bring to public worship con-
stantly many who only attend oceasionally ; others
who are conlent to come once only on the Sanday,
would make it convenient to atiend as ofien as op-
portunity is afforded them ; and many who count




oOF CHOECH MUSIC, T

the service of God a weariness beeause it is dall,
wonld soon be attracted by the sublime and joyous
the House of God would t.

t is true that in many Churches great pains are
l,n.hn to obtain from a stipendiary choir something
like good music; and here and there we find an
organist who is well skilled, and has cultivated a
sound taste: but even this amount of excellence is
rare.  'What we want, however, is not merely cor-
rm. smgm in the choir, but that general, nay uni-

Earu:c pation in this sacred work of praise,
w]nch Ils the House of God with divine harmony,
and presents to the Lord our God a soiwable obla-
tion. We want to overcome the listless indifference,
tlur l'uuﬁnu: fear of being heard to sing, the fan-

E and the dmre of being amused or
ﬂallghted wit performance of the choir. We

want to mC?reﬂa upcm all the duly of mngmg:hn

Iamﬂ:lmrm thmﬂ?rumﬂ' directing your atten-
tion to the ]I]]':IJ]'tIJ]I‘.'B o maiter: and J propose
todosoh nmmﬁ I:e!'nu you sundry considerations
which I u, as they do me, that
Music, &3 connected wi ivine worship, is not the
insignificant matter which some suppose it to be,
Imlthltuhwmth of a degree of attention which

prlm.l[v}r received, and of some pains-

n.kmg a.mung every congregation of Christian wor-

llnfpern

, then, to adduce the following consi-
dmtmus in suppqm of my proposition that Church
Music is important :
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1. The mutual adaptations of netore point out to
:;E:n';til the proper expression of the praises

2. Mugical sounds producing certain effects npon
our feelings, musical instroments arean excite-
ment 10 our hearts, prompting us to the ex-

ssion of the praises of Grod.

3. Holy Seripture records the use of Music and
sanctinns its employment.

4. The construction of our Liturgy evidenty re-
quires it.

These ﬂl::lrli%!llﬁml will I ;‘uﬁm be Ml;ini:fntmm
satisly us of the imporiance e
Church, and will lead me o urge upen you the
importance of culfivating it.

I. The mutual adaptations of nature point out
l}u&ﬂdfi‘s the proper expression of the praises
@

When God created the world, be adapted all
things with infinite skill and wisdom to one another
80 a8 to uce one harmonious whole. The infi-
nite number of parts, like the materials of a noble
edifice, were fitted and dovetailed together, so that
they should give mutual and universal satisfaction,
Among the individual elements of man's satisfaction
and iness is melodious sound : and as light is
made for the eye, and the eye for light, a0 sound s
made for the ear, and the ear for sound. There is a
mutual adaptation of the one to the other.

At the same time, all things were created to give
glory to God their Creator; to shew forth his praise,




