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PREFACE.

I7is ne new thinz 1o speak of the Amerienn Wor of Inde-
pemdence asx a greal event,—one of the most momeyiouns the
world hos seen,—1he influence of which hos beon felt niready
throghout Chistecdom, and will be to the and of dme.  The
hjalr.;l-[]' a:nt'.‘,'m-h u [||~r||;|.l sl JRissEs, u[' rh"ﬂ'l‘.i!;i'i' ¥y W UaTTCS-
ponding interest: and nel for Anericans only, bt for every
meind swtlicieotly enlightcemsd W appreciate justly the illnstra-
tions which it faroishes of 1he chaeacter and desting of the
e ok largee,  Fhe moee of thay hiziocy we ean leam ond
preEserYE, the mora of such illusteations we shail bave. And
wir wond, for the smne rensan, Use e, and aneclotes, pub-
lic and private, of the times which immedintelr I-rl.‘{'l‘d{'t'll Eheer
|;|:'"|rr|]1ll,|'nr|.:||;:.' ngf—liul wLeneErs sl custens |:|_I |'.'-_ |.IP.|'.II:|']I.'! il
those days—the condition of sovicty ;—aeverythiomg, i w word,
whocl ey tlrrew Bight, as alieost everything will, o0 the more
formal and stutely chronteles of yrat haacdiog inenlenis, which
lone vomminly pass foer what 15 called &esfory-—in the abeencs
of nomore fnvshed and Dl Dblos paciaee of e pase,

Henee the value of the reminisconces of the actors in those
SRCNE, 1;|."|'||;| x'li_'||. :n:1|1'l.':i'|.'r=.-I ||_|:|::| ::.-.]:l-:-.l'i;.'l]]:,l al sl s J:cl.rliq'il;mi-
tad in those of the first impontanes, and perhops peted a prom. .
inant part. ‘Ul ooeles of these worliues, il i Leae, s 0ok
great, and they are rapidly disoppearing; but this vory cir-
cumsiancs 1 s which muast s loisess e oinerest of 1he evalos
shle commanications they are abile to make, The cstimate

laced wpon thew, Bike the griee of the 2ibvD’s leaves, may well
raised in ¢ach revelving year, ns pogc nfler page nf their
1i'l|"iII!_[ reponds MriFh's  Bnine ] e lill]ll].' Iegi le 'D.':i!.h LE=
lapse of time, till it drops trom the doswy valome, nod i lost
b= fogever, R

The sobpect of the follnwing. moemate, 10 will be foamd,. was
enga;l;]wl, withall the sctivity characteristic of hizs constitution
of bath mind aod body, not only 1 e sireggles of the sevens



¥

I FREFACE.

vear's war, butl 1o seme of 1he most interesting of the evenis
which preceded it immediztely, and vividly ilesieate iis spint,
if they did oot essentially co-operate (as samne of them certoin-
Iy diuf,] in bringmg it on. T have been, os he wos, ene of the
merabiers of the memorable ¥ Tea-PapTv,"—bul expecially a

rneipal actor aw the scene—would sean o promise o osalne
or hiz biography almost peenlior to itseil, since very few sur-
vivors of that tmmsaction, bosides Limmselt, remsan. He was
nlso present a1 the missacre of the 5th of March, and durine
the whole of it; and was intimatcly peguainted with most ol
Lhe l!iﬂ:ll[llzih“l.lll'.'l‘!.{ which led I.u:il, amd the :illﬂutrll:l-_s 'A.'Il'il::h,
followed in its troin,  fie was p oresident of the hesioged city
durkag itz * hopd tmes.” He bocame personally involved in
]urlh tIH: |n,|,|rir.|n an:] r|:|'||'|L:u'f Ty eEnEnls of the c].a:,'- Tia 1
word, he bappened 1o b one of that comporstively small class
of persons who were siteated, throughoutl the coniesi  and
throvshiout the conicxt of ailfiirs eonnected with ity 1nthe
midstof 1ham, s, a8 5 wera, 2t the eouiral seoing aod hear-
i parnt,  Bostan, 11 aense T dennsl, was, anl Was consmi-
erad, abroad and at home, the head-guaricrs of the rovelation-
ary spimb Panewl Hall has deserved s pame of the Crodis
ul‘rj_.i crty,  The Chises, the Adamses, e Guineys, the Han-
coclis, were *ioremost reen of all the world.” in the mainizn.
e em] defiawee af n=|.|u|||i|::1.'1 |:-r§r||:i}||.-|!=-:. }i'-El'F.-, :EJH';&T."G,WH"H
the sererest resistanee, and the grontest troukle ond ] cxpe-
viencad Ly those who tricd their cxperiteents oo var power of
wlitien] enduranes. ¥ The peeple of Bosioe,"” sand o pobife

rd, in the debotc on the possage of the Port-1hll,— the poo-

Pl Boston lueve been Gtevanodoaders of wlf fee rioke tn Ame.
rioa s ® and there wis wennang, Mool iratby o e neaark,

Tl sivaation of eur hevo wos ndeed, ws will be zcon, 2 homs
bieone.  He was wouw of Iittde edweation, awd of no ostensi-
ble political position, hoyond whet every ¢itizen of fnn prin-
ciples maintained as 2 peivate man,.  Hewas, however, aclive,
jnquis_jtim!,l jJ]Il:,LIjg-;'nl, [la= HL T o] it Tl wiell 2= bis l.'le-.r_u:!il:r"
fa.-; nobedy who knows him need be teld,) mey be entirely e«
jed on. Te retning, even 1o the present extiacrdinarily ad-
vanced period of his eventlul Life, o streogtl mod oleariess in
hiz faculties, vot always discovernble inmen who ore biz jun-
fors by @ seore of yesrs al feast,.  Tiis evideot, ju fae, that
the tastimony of such o personnge, upon sueh ﬂu1q1.~rrt$, s gel-
ting by [ar ton rare sl valoshle o Le neglected.,

* Lomdon Gentlemen’s Magozina, fior 1774,
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