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PREFACE

OENTGENQLOGY has become a most important means of diag-
nosis and a great aid in the treatment of diseases of the oral cavity,

For many conditions the Roentgenogram is only used to ascertain
the exact nature of the lesion which has alrecady been diagnosed by other
methods, but for chronic diseases which occur without giving any symp-
toms, the Roentgen method is sometimes the only way by which the lesion
can be discovered. In searching for the cause of nerve irritation or for
foci of infection, negative findings are often as valuable as positive ones
in establishing the presence of and eliminating oral diseases as causative
factors.

No dentist who has the welfare of his patients at heart can practise
to-day without the aid of this important method of examination. The
research workers and pioneers of the profession have found the Roentgen-
ogram & valuable aid in checking up the results of new treatments in order
to prove or disprove the advantage of the new procedure,

A Roentgen machine is a great asset to the office equipment of a dentist,
but if he would rather rely on a specialist for taking the Roentgenogram
he has the advantage of being able to consult a man who has had wide
experience and special training in this branch of dentistry. In many
cities Roentgenclogy has been made use of as a trade, and laboratories
have been established by laymen who not only take pictures, but furnish
elaborate reports. They are not to blame, however, nor can the law
successfully stop them. The fault lies with the men of the profession who
patronize them. Such practitioners lower the standard of this important
specialty and of the dental profession in general, to say nothing of the
danger of exposing patients to ignorant diagnostitians and infections which
may be carried from one mouth to another.

The Roentgenologist should have a special knowledge of the anatomy,
histology and pathology of the parts he is examining, as well as a famili-

arity with all the problems of dentistry and the various supplementary
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