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PEEFACE

A somnTiFic technique has been developed in
the field work of the aocial sciences. Beattered
throngh the reports of private investigating agen-
cies and government commissions there is a vast
amount of valuable information on methods of
making scientific investigations of social condi-
tions by first hand contset with the facta—that is,
by field work. This book gathers together the
well tested methoda and technigues and attempta
to present them in an accarate and practical form.
The treatment is not exhaustive, yet it is believed
that all of the sigumificant peints are touched npon
with suffieient detail to make the book useful as a
manual to field workers. The theoretical prinei-
ples underlying seientific methed applied to the
investigation of socizal conditions are outlined with
sufficient thoroughness to make the hook sugges-
tive to studenta,

The methodology of field work is developed in
chronological order as the reader follows the sue-
cessive chapters of the book. The material is,
however, so arranged in chapters and nnder text
headings and by index, that the resder will not
have to wade through a mass of deseriptive mate-
rial to find some detail of technique in which he
is especially interested.



PREFACE

Actual field work investigations of many differ-

. ent kinda are described in eonsiderahle detail and

the theoretie prineiples underlying procedure are

sc stated that the practice may be critically exam-
ined in the light of well-established methods.

¥. Srvarr Crarw
Northampton, Mass.
May, 1920
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