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PREFACE.

We cousider the Bible, Book of Marmon, Book
of Doclripe and Cavenants, Pearl of Great Prge
and sayings of Joseph, the Seer, our guides in faith
and doctring. The firsl four have been adopted as
such by a volte of the Saints in General Conference.
Heference to oiber wiltings are only for illustration
of the subject.

We have sought to furnish the best available
material for the use af Lhe Eldees, It §s for them to
geek for the wisdom of the Heoly Spicit to enable
them to use it with discretion,

On most of the =ubzects trealed, only a poriion af
the passages 1that refer to lthem have been cited, but
we have endeavared o vee the best, We designed
to tnake the Compendivm sufficiently elaborale to
give it a wide range of usefulness, and, at the same
time, nok make it 80 large a5 to be burdensome to the
Elders who travel and preach the Gospel. Fracti-
cally, we have aimed o get up a book that would
contain a great amount of intormation for its bullk.

The arpuments on each subject are so plain and
direct, thai, we trust, they may be made available by
the most inexperienced Elders. At the same time,
the references and citalions are considered sufficient
for the more advanced student to acguire a thorough
knowledge of lhe subjects treated on.

The references In small type are noo designed te
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e wverbatim, but only to embody, as near as may be,
the Ieading ilea of the passapge referred 1w, They
shauld be studied before belng vsed. The passapges
ingluded sithin the vsual qualation marks, thus, * ™,
are designed to be correctly gquoted, and may be used
wilhout referring to the seiginal,

We are indebted to Elder George Reyoolds for
the carefully prepared Chronolegy of Lhe Book of
Mormon. Ttiscvidenuy the result of much stody
and thought, and 4z such i3 entitled to credence,

While we have aimed at accuracy, we should he
pleased to have our friends inform us of any material
ervar they may discaver,

We expect cur labors will elicit some criticism,
but we trust the thomghiful aod experienced will
allow much for the complicated charaeter of the
waorl.,

THLE COMPILERS.
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