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#.* The present volume conenive the first of & series of poetigtales
dinling with the Amours of Yandenletkon. The other talea will follow
at jntervals, nntil the series is conpleted. —R. B.



PREFACEL.

“THE OUTCAST,” issued to the public in 1891, was
the first of what 1 may describe as wy * Satanic sevies,”
the most recent of which was “The Deevils Case” 1
use the word © Satanic” to express the spirit of moral
and intellectual revolt, which is just as absolute in Van-
derdecken as in the greater Devil. The sane wirest and
unhappiness, the same dissatisfaction with the Divine
plan, the same appeal o Nature against God, emerge in
both characters; Vanderdecken, indeed, is the stormy
child of the Spirit of Pity. When the work is complete,
it may be discovered that neither the Devil nor his
favourite pupil has the last word, after all.

The eritical reception of this work was, as usual, either
infantine or hypoeritical ; the popular notion of Poetry
being that it should be a sort of soothing sy or nusery
rhvie, adapted to people who desire to dese out the little
gpan of life allotted to them., One valuable suggestion
came, among reimarks trnly appreciative and sympathetic,
fromn Mr Herbert Spencer.  Mr Spencer suggested that
the poem might acquire addivional variety, in the yet
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unpablishal portions, if the metres were changed more
frequently, and even the lunguage of prose used upon
oreasion,

A eritic of the period has defined a classic as an old
ook which is real by the young.  * The Outcast ™ i not
yel an olil book, but if the test suggested is applied to it,
it will be fonnd to be already asswming classical preten-
siong,  No work of mine, exeept * The Wandering Jew”
s heought e so much correspondence from  young
thinkers in all parts of the world, and T am constantly
arged to complete the plan, & somewhat exhaustive one,
as =oon as possible.  In answer to such eorvespondents,
I may explaiu that the work is well advanced towards
eonpletion, and that I hope to issue it Lefore long in a
definitive shape,  In the meantime, fhe present voluine
is perfeetly eomplete in itself—fofus teres alque rotundus,

Itonrir Bochnasax,
Judy, 1896,



