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THE BEY. FRETERICE J. ®OODWIE, M. Ly
BErToR OF FT. SRORGEW CHURCH, PLUBEING,

My Drap Goobwin:—

I would not take the liberty of dedicating so sFght g per-
formance as this to yom, were I not assured that the friend-
ghip which has 80 long existed bhetween us, will lead you to
look upon its defects with aa eye of kindness. Nor should I
. bave ventored opon the offering, wers not the subject I have
chosen intimately associgted with the remembrance of those
happy and profitable houm which we have speat together in
the mosl interesting of =l historice]l studies.

In connecling the development of my simple narrative with
pome of those tragical events which have made the reign of
Nero a proverb among men, I have endeavored to give a
frithful and condenmed view of the history and spirit of the
time, avoiding those minute details, which the pen of ene of
the most profound historians of antiquity has preserved. My
design would not permit me to avoid altogether the disgusting
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airocities of the age : but upon these [have tonched as Yghtly
&8 possible, choomng rather to eecnfice somewhat of the in-
térest which might otherwise have been thrown around the
namrative, than to mlly my page with impurity.

Although the cowrse of the slory is strictly connected with

historical events, I have avaited myself of the liberty allowed
to writete of fction, 1o deviate somewhat from strict chrone-
logicel order. In the characters chosen from history, T have
endeavored to pressrve amd develope those trajta for which
they were distinguished. o Juline Metellue you will perhapa
recognize some resémblance to Laterands, although it waa
hecessary to my purpose to deviste widely from the actug]
bistory of the latter. With the character of Flavies the tri-
bune, T have alm foken consideruble—althovgh T believe not
an unjustifable, hiberiy. In Epichana, whose siogular eotho-
@am, firmoess, and contempt of suffering, under circvmstances
which cauee] the stoutest earts to tremble, bave been honor-
‘ably mestioned by Tacitus, T have andeavored to represent
onc, to whose mind the truth hed addressed iteelf with
power, but whose heart, throogh eclfrchance and ambitions
zenl, remuined unsubdued by the spirit of Christian love and
geotleness. Religions fanatciem, fhe element of ardent wod
impatient spirite, which arc ever prome to imeging that their
own chersbied enterprizes, however rash or unbioly, ere sanc-
tioned by heaven, is nel ineongistent with character and con-
duact, which Tacitos acknowledgea to have been extracrdinery
and even noble, : !

1 muay, perhaps, be accused of assignicg too promiment a
position to Christianity in the times embraced within the pe-
riod of this namrative. That this is not the eese, ia clear, T
think, from the circumstances connecied wilh the perseention
which arces immediately after the barning of Bome, to which



¥

I have alladed in another plage. The records of the New
Testament will serve to eonvinee us that someé of the fimt
triumpha of the Cross were guinéd among the Boman sol-
diery, and there is everything to favor the instmmentality by
which the knowledge of the truth is represented 1o have
been brought to the mind of the daughter of the patrician,
Metellos.

Although the development of the conspiracy of Pias is in-

timately connecied with the course of the narrative, my des
aign has got led me to dwell at Jength spon the catastrophe
of that plot. The fact that the Chrietians, as such, were pot
implicated in it, will b2 & sufficient explanstion of this omis-
son.
Tn the death of Burrhug, and the appearance of Yespasian,
gs A centurion of the Pretorion guards, you will recognize
congiderable departure from the strict historioal order of
events, the reason of which will be ewident.

The extreet which I hawe ventared to introduce, atthe ¢on-
clugion of the ntroductory chapter, from the recant work of
Mr. Milman, while it exhibits, with grest ¢learpess and elo-
quence, what I believe to have been the religions aspect of
the age, muy seem Lo some readers to dwell too much upon
the agency of second eauses in preparing the Boman world
for the reeeption of Christianity, while it does not sufficiently
recognize the immediate ageney of the Bpirit of God in aost-
tering the miats of delusion and mibduing the prowd mind of
maen to the * truth ae it is in Jesue." To thowe, however,
who, like you, are familiar with that valuable work sa &
whole, it will present itself in o different light, althoogh we
may be led 1o wish that the anthor bad been more decided
onthess wital points.

But I fear that 1 am mwirﬁtuﬂmj erd an the public is
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wont to judge of a book, not by the design which existed in
the mind of the aathor, but by the masnerin which that de-
sign is executed, further explapation s unpecessary, and
might be presamptuots. With & general acknowledgement,
therefare, of the rashness of which I have been guilty in com-
mitling to the preas so basty & performence, I trost, my dear
Goodwin, that my critica, if T deserve noy, will bring to it
something of the same kind and excosing spirit with which
youwill receive it.  'While with the many friendsto whom you

are endeared, I lament the protracted indisposition which calls .
you for & season from our midat, T em heppy inihﬁhupeﬂut_':_ e
these idle pages mey bring to your heart, while sojouming on "

those distant and beawtiful shores where the scene of the mar-" ",

rative is laid, some faint remembranees of your home.
Ever, your friend,
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PREFACE T0 THE BECOND EDITION.

Tax rapid sale of the first edition of this work,
together with the very general approbation it has
won from the press, seculsr as well as religions,
furnishes the best encouragement io the author in
the proseention of a long-cherished design;—that
of illustrating the history and aspect of Christianity
during several of the early persecutions, until the
last and fiercest struggle of peganism in the reign
of Dioclesian. The present work was merely an
experiment, too hastily made ; but which, from
the intrinsic interest of the subject, has succeeded
far beyond his hopes. Conscious, a8 he is, that it
falla very far short of what it ought to bave been,
the flattering reception which, notwithstanding all
its faults, it has received, iz sufficient to inspire
him with the hope, that he may yet produce
something in this way less unworthy of the atten-
tion of the public. He feels that he has entered



