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PRELIMINARY LECTURE,

Br JOJEPH COOK.

METHODS OF MEETING MODEREN UNBELIEF.

A Leerime pELrvesen I THE Mesontar Harr, Fareomanow Sreeer, Lornoy,
NoveMsER 2¥D, 1850, IN CONFEOYION WITH TEE Hatr-TRARLY MERviNg
oF THE Lowpox CoxcprcsTroyar Uxior, Hewnr Wemest, Esg., J.P.,
¥y Ouare

THE FERILE OF GEEAT CITIES.

Cmsar could not driva around the Boman Empira in less than
one hundred days; we now send & letter around the globe in
ninety-six. London resches oll the zomes as essily s Rome
reached the territories of Augostma. Youn remember thers was &
day when a travellar might start from Alexandria, in Egypt, and,
passing over the substantial hasaltic pavement of the old Roman
highways, drive to Carthage, then to Gibraltar, and on through
Spain and France. He could then cross the Chanuel, drive north
to the Scottish Bordar, return acd go to Cologue, then to Milan,
then under the ghadows of the Alps and the Balkens to Constan-
tinople, and a0 to Aotioch snd beck to Alexandris,—a distance
which could not be traversed in less than a hundred days. But
not long ago thers came a collection of more than three hundred
mail-bags from Melbourne and Bidney to San Francisco ; and
they wera four days ahead of tima. The American Government
asked the directors of our trens-continental linea to put them on
a special trein. 'They reached New York in six days from San
Prancisco ; and if the Arizons, the speediest steamship afloat, did
her duty, and your officers did theirs, these mails arrived here
from more than half around the globe in forty-one days. There
are no foreign lands,



vi.

Sursum corda ! May God Lift up onr hearts to the breadth
sod to the height of our theme, so thet we may not take provin-
cial, insular, or even national views only. We want a Christian
enterprise that shall at least fill the arms of England and America
as they stretch towards the sunrise and towards the sumset.
Perhaps God means to keep in order great portions of the human
race by the arme of England and America stretched sast and weat,
and ultimately locking hands. Only in this way can we obtain a
“ geientifie frontier.™

It ig in opur great cities thal we are attacked : and it is there
that our political arrangements are raceiving their graatest strain.
We ars mora and more, in the United States, aware of the perils
of great cities. When you spoke, sir, of the unmanageshility of
Loodon, I felt that in America woe have more cause for fear than
you. New York is a village yet, T know. When the bell strikes
at noon in New York City $here ere abont & million snd & helf
of people within municipal limits ; snd in greater London you
have four millions and & half. But we have not annexed to the
city everything within twelve miles of our centre, as you have ; we
shall do it ulimately. In two centuries there will be a London
at the mouth of the Hudson, perhaps ancther where Chicago now
gtahds, and possibly a third st San Francisco. When the Duke
of Wellington wes in this eity of the Thames, he could rough-
grind his sabres and ride down a mob, Wo canuot do that in
New York. Wo must manage there by count of heads and clack
of tongues, 'We must manage by ward meetings and & multiplicity
of party influences, often s eomplex that the average citizen does
not understand them, and abataine from voting out of disgust or
despair, As the power of the pecpls advances, it will be found
out ultimately under universal mffrage that Christisnity is the
only safeguard of civil liberty on both sides the ges. In a Btate
filled with great cities, the only safety for the government of the
people by the peopls, and for the people in the State, is to be
found in the government of the saints by the saints, end for the
gaints in the Church.

I hold thst it has been demeonatrated by the experience in the
United States for a century that the separation of the Church
from the Btate has not injured either. American experience
provee that the separation of Church and State preventa the State
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from governing the Churck, but dosa not prevent the Cliurch from
governing the State. It was the conscience of the North which
held the nation up te its work in our civil war ; and if of late we
have besn paying our nationsl debt, if the American conscience
tevolts at any idea of repudistion, if the seber American people
are to-day bearing taxes as perhaps no equal number of millions
ever did on the globe hefors,—itis becanse of the constenticusness
and the sobriety taught by a free Church in a free Btate. We
have fifty millions of people already in the TTuited States ; and
when we have four times the present population of Great Britain
we may ensily have four Londons, and God knows that representa-
tive government, triumpbant elsewhere, is sufftciently strained
to-day in our large towns. There are in the United Btates fifty
millions of people, and about five millions sre church-membess ;
but if we had not ons in five making & public selemn profession
of Christianity, I for onp shounld not heve what [ have to-day,—
a firm hope that the futnre of government of the people by the
people and for the people is safa.  You kmow that [ do not recom-
mend English institutions to America The opinion has been
expressed by your grest stetesman, Mr, Gladstons, who 1s ss much
revered in America na here, that neither nstion prefars the insti-
tutions of the other. To this proposition I venturs to add thst
neither would do well now to exchsnge its institutions for those
of the other. It is better that wa should try two great
experiments. But, eir, I believe that if that steteaman were
here he would justify me in the forther sssertion that the
hope of civil liberty o Qreat Britain, and in your empire
throughout the world, rests, ss surely as it does in the United
States, on the purity, the intelligence, and the activity of the
Christian Church. 'The nations to which we are admitted by the
growth of all lines of international communicstion depend for
the progreas of their civil Iiberties, no lesa then for the progress
of their religious and intellectnal enlture, on our success in these
two great experimenta. I thank God that England and America
are not circumstanced alike ; and that, if one fail, the other may
keep up the hope of the race. Abraham Lincoln and Prince
Albert are possibly now looking with egual interest on the two
experiments, In the waorld above they are not national meraly
apy more. The martyrs who perished on this spot sre not de-



