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1 venture to believe that nothing will be found in
the following pages which bears the impress of my
personal situation. While events of such magnitude

" are passing before his eyes, a man who did not

forget himself would deserve to be for ever for-
gotten. I havethought of nothing but the situation
of my country. The more I refleet upon that, the
more 1 am convinced that the evil which lies at the
root of all ker evils, which undermines and de'stroys
her governments and her liberties, her dignity and
her happiness, is the evil which I attack ;—the
idolatry of Democracy.

Whether the accession of M. Louis Napoléon
Bonaparte to the Presidency of the Republic will
be found an efficacious remedy for this disease,
the future will show. What I have said here
after the election of M. Louis Napoléon Bonaparte,
I should have equally said, without the slightest
alteration, if Greneral Cavaignac had been elected.
It is not to indiviﬂuals, but to society itself, that

great social truths are addressed.
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DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE,

CHAPTER 1.

WHAT I8 THE BOURCE OF THE PREVALENT RVIL?

Minapesv, Barnave, Napoleon, and Lafayette, who
died at distant and very dissimilar periods, in bed
or on the scaffold, in their own country or in
exile, gll died under the influence of one senti-
ment~—a sentiment of profound melancholy, They
thought their hopes deceived, their labours abortive.
They were assailed by doubts of the success of
their cause, and by misgivings as to the future.

King Louis- Philippe reigned above seventeen
years, for more than eleven of which 1 had the
honour to be his minister. If to-morrow it pleased
God to summon us into his presence, should we
quit this earth very confident in the future destiny
and the constitutionzl order of our country ?
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