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4 In the Back Country

tween the two forests, the ascent was steep and
fatigning. Whether owing to the exertion of climb-
ing altogether, or somewhat to the rarity of the atmos-
phere, I was obliged to stop frequently to rest, to relieve
myself from a rush of blood to the head. The moment
I entered the balsam forest, I was freed from this,
These balsams are thirty or forty feet high, and under
their shelter flourish a variety of smaller trees and
shrubs, A great many of these trees have fallen
down, and the nearer I came to the top the steeper
became the ascent, the more frequent the prostrate
trees, and the thicker and more impenetrable the un-
dergrowth, a large part of it being blackberry briars,
I crept under and climbed over, and pulled myself
along slowly, and at length came to a knob or pinna-
cle, across and upon which, trees and shrubs, and
gtumps, with the roots uppermost, seemed to have
been hurled by a whirlwind, Supposing this to be
the summit itself, I climbed among the roots and
briars, the best way I could, until T got my head
above the wreck. It was very dark from the shade
of the standing trees, and I perceived that the rocks
rose still higher beyond. I worked my way down
again and continued climbing, until I reached a com-
paratively level surface of several yards in extent, from
which a number of treea had been cut away so as to
open a view in two or three directions. A dense cloud
hung in a circle all around the peak, and though it was
quite clear in the centre where I stood, I could not see
beyond itatall. Overhead, at astill vast apparent dis-




