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PREFACE.

Taz following poem is an extraot from » descriptive memorial
of & pasloral sharge at Baham, in Morfolk, end is now pob-
lished in & detached form in order to increase the intsrest of
the women of Leeds in an inatitution foundad for their speoial
benefic. The particolar incidents narrated in the poem ara
chiefly mtereating to thoss who were closcly associnted with
the aubjoct of it, yet the epirit of Christ sad the fraits of
taith and lova whish were 80 pre-eminently conspicacns in her
lile and death, ag the effect of grace in her soul, may tend to
the spiritnal edifiostion of all.

“ Livea of good men all remind us
We catn makw our own sobifne,
And, departing, leave behind ua
Footprinta in the sanda of time.”

Though eminently qualifled for soolety by the loveliness of
her person and the graces of a refined and highly cultwated
mind of no ordinary mould, her Eifa was spent chiefly in separa-
tion from the world, and in devotion to works of faith and
labours of love, of which the foonding of the “Lesds Unmarried
Women's Benevolent Institution ” wes her last and dying act.

Bhe, like Oowper's Oottager, waa littls known to the world,
but the natural qualitica of her disposition, wnd the graces of
the apirit of Qhrist manifested in her lifs and conversation,



iv Preface.

endeared her to all who had the benefit of her aoquaintance,
and who were capable of appreciating theee, From her child-
hood to her death, she endaavoured to “adorn the doctring of
her high calling of God ber Bavicur in all things.," Her un-
pelfish disposition and strong natural affection endeared her
not only to the members of her fmwily, but alse to her rels-
tives, schoolfellows, friends, neighbours, aod servants. No
person had the temporal and epiritwal interest of others—and
eapecially of her family—more at heart than she; and, conse-
quently, none were ever more generally reapented, and genearal
opinion of pereonal character, in this reepeot, is always corvect,

From her childhood she manifeated strong natural affection,
which caused a disserning mother o commit to ber charge the
eare of her orphan children, when she was but shll in her
teens; aod so lovingly and nuselfably did she discharge this
and every other relstive duty of danghter, sister, niccs, neigh-
bour, and friend, that, in the Isat day, many will rise mpto
call her hlessed,

Her sorrespondence wam of a very high ordey, sud rarely or
ever wig a letter written by her without a view to the promo-
tion of true Christivn faithin heart and life, Writing on “The
Duty of Forgivensss and of Potting eway Malice,” she says,
% Life is too short and to¢ uncertain to be angry with anyoue.
The san may not anly go down npon wrath, but the hand that
writes and the heart that beats may have censed for ever before
the word of reconeilintion arrive.

444 Life in all ite health and pride
Has death atill waiting by its mida!
No lip can tell how briaf ita span ;
‘Then oh [ the littls time wa stay
Lat's think of all the best wa gt

Writing on # Worldly Distinctions,” she says, " Ohb, may we
all carneatly covet and diligently seek after that immortal dis-
tinetion which
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¥ 4 Will stond the test of nature’s expiring hour,
And with sriour of progf will ehisld our breast
Aggioat the grim tyrant’s powsr:
‘Which will gladden the soul and dispel the gloom,
The horror of derimess which veils the tomb
When the damps of death to cur brow shall start,
And tbe lifs Wood wbha from our freezing heart ;
And we traverse In triumph the gloomy abyas
Which divides the aternal world from this1® "

Oh, what & distinction to aspireafter! To ba  hers of God
and joint heira with Christ ™! Ob, may the great angd holy
Jehovah, of His inflnite meroy, grant that this immortal,
glorions, and heavenly distinctivn may be ours, for the sake
of that preciona blood which was shed on Oalvary to purchase
tor ue countless and ineorroptitle riches snd unfading im.
mortal homonra,

" With regard to the things of this present world, onv
¢ Family Prayars,'" gaid sha, * exactly express my sentimentas :
71 desirs to lears them in Thy hands, for Thou ecanst best judga
what is most expedient for me. Give tc me only so mnch an
may tend to Thy homour and glory, and to my present peaca
and to my eternal welfare ' (' Family Prayers,’ by the Rev.
J. W. Brooks, Friday Morning, page 77, I do not mek for
more wealth, end all tbat I bave i ab the service of those who
nead it.” Here was no mammon worship or self-sceking, bota
firm trust in God's good providence, with a Hbersl, generons
beert, and & frank and cpen spirit. Her happinesr was notin
selfiah acquisition, but in promoting the weaith or welfare of
others ; and o this ehe found it, and fulfilled the spostolic
injunction, ** Look not every man on hiy own things, but every
man aleo on the things of others® {Phil, i, 4); " Let no man
seck his own, bat every man snother's wealth ™ (1 Cor, x. 24).

‘Writing on “ The Tempiation of Wealth and Position, and
Trials of Patience,” ghe snys, * T sacrifice religions principle
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for the eake of wealth, tenn thoukand pounde or ten millions
would be equally powerless to biss my declaion s hair's-breadth.
Nay, 20 far from worldly wealth sud pomtion beibg a tempta-:
tion to me, & life of toil, of hardship. of suffering and
privedion in the conse of Obrist, is more in harmony with my
winhes—to me, more atiractive, and wonld ensure sn incom-
parably brighter crown in that world where all my wishea.
centre.  Every night when I lay my haad on my pillaw, I strive
to realise that I am one day nearsr to heavan, and I aek mysalf .
i I have endasvonred so to live that the day of my death may
be the brightest and the happiest of my lifa. If T have the-
satisfection of my consciencs thet T have done so, then I feel
that I am ome day nearer to tha realisalion, the consmmmea-
tica of my highest—mnay, my evary—wish, and this makes me-
happy beyond cught of carthly happinces. Is it posaibla I
can be reparded aa a Christiat—a vary imperfeat one, it may
be—and yet be a worshipper of the golden ealf? I ocan
appeal fo my life, if it haa not Borne the fmpress of a firm
unwavering belief in the groat tranthe of Chrietianity—a.
something more than the move assent of the nnderstanding—
a belief which haa given a tinge and coleur bo all my words and,
aations, and hae led to the preat aim of my life—to Gedicate
myself, my soul, my body, my ialents, my property, snd all
ikat I either have or ever shsll have, to the service of God,.
and to the good of my fellow-creatnvanf This resolaticn was,
I believe, made ere I had atianined my tenth year, and since-
then if has been my daily prayer that I might never, either
in prosperity or adversity, in health or sickness, i joy or
sorrow, lose might of it, bat ever unflinchingly adbere to the
determination of my childhood. Mine was not an inactive
belief—it waz ome which desired to be up and doing. My
plans wora formed for futnre usefulness, sclf-sacrifice, und a
life of davotion, and I at once set shout taking steps for
éheir accompliabment ; but God, who seeth not as man seeth,.
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blighted all my goodly rchamea, sz Ha did Jonah's gourd, snd
called me to exemplify iny faith and patience by giving up
every long.cherished plan of nsafulness and davotion, smd
marked out for me a totally different round of trials snd duties,
Yet I seemed to hear a voice saying, ' Hereby shall I Jmow
that thou lovest me, if thou do whatsoever I sommand thee.
As to all thy long acd fondly-ghecished wohemen for wmy
* honour and glory, it was well that it was in thine heart $o0 do
these thinge; but I will appoind thea & fay mere diffioult sphers
of duty than that which thon propopest to thyself, and, 1t thy
beart fpil thee, vemembar who it in that laid these crossce
upon thes, and be comforted’ TFer.” adde ahe, in the same
letter, “ the time may arrics when the earnegt lomgings of
my youth mey be flflled; buot, if not, I will sndeasvar to
show all good fidelity in the peth appointed me, sad I
will not doubt that, sa of old, one ahall ba sent who will
perform ail that was in my heart to bave done, thongh it may
not be till I am monldering in the duet.”—Noe. 16, 1855,

. The pentimenta in this letter bave doubtless refarence to
several objecia of uvsefulness which she had in wiew, and
smong them thetof founding en Inetitution for the Benefit of
Unmarried Women. Bhe often used to sey, * There are
Benevolent Institutions for decsyed merchants, widows,
orphans;, sod others, tut none for unmarried women; and
yet, though they are the moet balpless, there is the least pro-
vision mado for them.™

Thess extracts manifeet strong decision of character com-
bived with natoral affection snd & gentlo loving epirit; »
heart under the influenca of grace, producing e religion, not
merely in word and in 1ongue, but in deed and in truth.

After & two years' illness, borne with axemplary patience,
her last sot was to leave a logacy ad & secdcorn for the Leeds
Uninarried Women’s Benevolent Institution, with instroctions
for its ocomstitution; and God kaa signally fulfilled her pre..



