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PREFACE,

Most Courteons Roader :

The Author haa only endeavoured fo indicate in
theso pages how Youth may pass into Manhood through the
portals of Grief; how Manhood may grow into full matority
in the practice of self-abuegation, without the lapse of years.
For the rest, the atory is aimply told, and appeals to noth-
ing bat your gentler sympnthics. Andif it shall happen that
the characters herein rudely sketched shall assmme shape and
identity, snd grow with you, as they have with him, into
living realities, aud se aswaken your kindly interest, then
the Author will Lave accomplished his purposs and won his
reward,
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HARWOOD.

CHAPTER 1.
PETLIMINARY.

YE who listen with eredolity to the whispers of faney, and

purang with eagerness fhe phantoms of hope; who expect
that age will parform the promiges of youth, and that the defleien-
cies of the present day will bo sepplied by the morrow ; attend to
the story of ¢ Marwood ™ and the publighers.

The foregoing is a slight improvement upon the opering sentence
of “ Rasselas” It has been quoted to many nn unhippy student
of rhetorio as the culmination of elegance in English composition.
It i3 an undeniable fact that this history of the Abyssinian prince,
admitted to the front rank among English elasgics, is almoat fn-
known to the present enlightened age; and it may be that it has
been ostracized, like Avistides the Just, becanse humanity eannot
atand prolonged arrogant assumption, even if well founded. The
courteous resder will, therefore, please nots that the above sentenee”
is a quotation. The last thing I should dream of deing would be
to kil Harwood by writing too elegantly at the outset.

To descend to plain prose, then, I invoke the reader’s patience

-while I relate the story of Harwood’s birth. And I counsel the
cnltivation of this virtne the more earnestly, not only becanse of
its inherent excellence, but also becanse patience is the very attri-
bate that will be most exercised in gefting throngh the following
pages,

More than a dozen years ago I was an exile from home and
kindred. It does not matter how this came about, and it is enongh
to say that the exile was endured in the way of known duty. The
Sahare to which I banished myaelf was the City of New York, and
the solitude of that desert was the more horrible from the density



