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To exz given to saginative musing, there is no sight mare
interesting than o hond of happy schoolmates, And as we look
ou thom sporting in merriment, sbeonseioms and unthinking of
what i to baefall them, how prone are we to skedeh oul their
deatiny by ensting & visionary glanes into fotarity. We dow
the caloring From our own expertence, 2ml onr own joys or sor-
rows Brightsn or darken the pictuss of their coming historios.
If we be hopaful in our nature and prosperous in life, we follow
ench litke boy or girl through the swocessive scenas of their
earear, untl cns stands oo A prosd height of fume or fortena,
aod the other takes her plase &0 8 happy wifs and mother, sur-
rounded by all the blessings that & hosband's love: ean proeure.
Bul of we have learned to look in saddened eurnesiness on all
human hﬂn}', Ihrnn:'ﬁ thie mediom of =tem n-l:l'r-l_l.na'lr apid wur
own blighted hopes, than we will sigh deeply =a we look o
thewm mpd wish that they conld always ranain as they are, and
never Know what it s to live on 0 manbood and wamanhou,
0 sussnin the heavy busden of (el moliplied cares and sorrows.,

This tendency of the humns mind to shadow forth what lies
hidden in the dim obseurity of the fotore, is not without i usea
iff it ba rightly and usefully applied. Bet ifwe have no better
foundation for it, than our own imagination, it is at best but idle
dreaming, and we will be the Rrat to laogh st car own romastle
visions when seality convieces ws of their falsity. The school-
boy who was to have a prond pre-sminenes over his fellow-men,
and fill the world with his name as o genias, o staicsman or &
warrior, becomes & plain, plodding citizen, buried amidst ledgars
and piles f merchandise, without & thought hrnml the wally
of his counting I:mu,u: his annaal investmentsin bank stock,
and the fair, delicate girl who was to droop aml difl in exrly
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womanhood, under (e blight of wounded affestions, besumes o
hearthess cogquetta | sefls berself to some old man for & splosdid
establishment, and i found, at the agn of forly, & fa, buxom
widpw, rendy for wnother speculnton in the marriage lostery.
Bt if wa thies have ocession 0 achwowlods oirselves misiaken
in our prophesies, and sro dispesad fo make morry over omr
delusive fancies, yet the faolt wans cor pwn,

If we bhave booked on the licths group se streagpers, and sofl-
fered our imaginations to drosm improbabilities, morely beoanss
some boy might have had dark, fashing eves, and & noble beanng,
or the soft, bloe eyes of soma lide gid may have bren seen
suffased in toars, then we need not wender that our prediciions
ware fallaciozs, Bot if esch individusl child among them had
been known 10 o8, if we had stadied every opening character as
it became anfiided beneath oor watchfol observation, earefully
marked cvery indication of mental power, or maeatal weakness,
mejaicmng in the it rays of deing genios, or sadly brooding over
the lesden elouds of dullpess, then owr vabn famoles might have
given placs w a prophotie glanen, Wheon truth and & sound
judgment aro our baais, then wn may vedture to predict what
will be, from whai ks, Although we canpot gratand to foretal]
the extermn] conditbon of esah W any dogree of conainty, yet
we have a guido evea here.  For the philosophie Hatler justly
remarks, © tkore i 8 correspondence belwees our nature and
external sondition," snd agoin, ** that overy species of ereatures
ia desipned for o particular way of life to which the natome,
enpasitles, temper and gualifications are as pecessary a8 thair
external droamsiances.”  When we seo the fladging bind in is
mist, we know Trom its spatomical structore that f i destined
b wing its way through the fres air o its putive eloment, whes
we examine the mollusea ere the sheoll has been fully formed,
we ses that its lifc most b sestzised in & Efesent®nade, and
therefore the elemsent on which it is to move, mast be entirely
different’; =0 it s with the humnn chameter s it is revosied in
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vie provess of expungion, The marked difereocea that exist in
fmlividusl minda aed temperaments, prove thal each one will
nsturally seek that oxternal condition thus correspopds with ita
poculing arganization, 'Fhe boy that fainw nt the sight of hlood,
of trembles i mesveds agitation en hoaring the keavy frng of
arallery, will nover seek his fortune ambkdet tbe harrors ar dun-
gers of war, il he be left o follow the tendencies of his nature—
o tha littla givl that stesks awny o some quiet sobifade, that she
may indobge her fomdnesa for books, or AT lser imagimation with
vistans of {utnre intellectnnl emineser; excited by o mysterions
coscinaannss of monial pover, will nover b fand striving with
rastlese vaniiy for il ndmireson of faehionalle teiitors, apoidas
the frivolities of iho ball roven, unless a violence las boon dows
1o ber inchinntions by the foree of 3 contrary truiming,

Thie instinetive tondency in esch individual to avoid all that
iz upsoapenisl and o 20ek s own elenson, belongs o man in
his roral aad intellectanl patone, ws wall as to the other portien
of ercation n their phyaleal condlosn.  Hot the ssology eannot
be porsusd to s full exteat, without going beyoad the Himits of
truth. The bird and the shell-fish cannot by amy mode of toin-
ing e mads didirent from what they are, nor exn their iostinctz
By gy ik wiodated as o ecofine the former 10 the waters, oF
faver to the wir, without destroying their vitality. But our
nature is anch thut homan erostures wre < capable of beeaming
qanlified for stntes of Tife for which they ware onee unjuakifed.”
The germa of mind and character ane snsceptibio of leing so fur
modified i their full davelopmant, 25 1o plece tha fiiume 10 &
geriwin dogron in the hamls of thosn whose duoty it s bo trsiy
them arnight.  And i ia hore that onr msight into human aature,
and our foresight iow the fotare can be ueelolly sppliod to the
besefil of thoss woconacions Lkt cresiores over whaose destiny
we oftca so wdly dream,

This waork is not inteaded to show the effocts of & righi train-
ing upon the fhitre character or destiny, for e pictares are
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drawn from humaa nature aa it i found, and not from any ideal
represestation of what it may beeome. Asnd in the llowing erial
sketohes, nothing kigher has been piiompted than te exlibie
different variaties of fomnale charneter ag scen kb girdhood, and
follow themn to their fill development in womanhood, o prove the
naturn] connection thai exista between these twe inporiant per-
ods, As the girl is, the woman will be, unleas some powerfel
counteraction hasintervened, In drawing my portsadts from the
mmnates of a boarding schoul, instead of taking them from the
members of a funily sround the domestic hearth, it waa easier
o fnd the requisite varictics, and 1o study hnman natire s i
nagally presemts itself wncheocked in itz tepdencies in youth,
and consequently seeking fs own clement ambdst surrowndmg
clropmetsnees in maturity.  And by exhibiting a boarding school
under the most Bvorablo condiboon in which it is possible 1o
place ane, and whers more was attenypled than is vaunlly done,
townrds the formation asd modiSeation of chometer, it may be
gean how Titth power can heexervised even by the hest of teach-
ars, in eodatocscting avil tendemcies, or in establishmg a firm
foundation of moral principle.  The great respossibabity of malk-
ingr Mmal OF Winmun what they should bo, resls wod upon feach-
s, wpan whim Grod has not labd i, bot apon parents, snd opon
them slone. Tt is in their hands that the presest e aod futors
destiny of ench child sro chiefy ploeed, and for which they
plone will be colled on, 1o remder ie an asecunt o8 the last
Great Day of reckoniag.
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