BY-WAYS IN BOOK-
LAND; SHORT ESSAYS
ON LITERARY SUBJECTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649180561

By-ways in book-land; short essays on literary subjects by Wm. Davenport Adams

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WM. DAVENPORT ADAMS

BY-WAYS IN BOOK-
LAND; SHORT ESSAYS
ON LITERARY SUBJECTS

ﬁTrieste






BY-WAYS IN BOOK-LAND

Short Gssaps on Lilerarp Subjecls

by
Wy, DAVENPORT A DAMS

AUTHOR OF "DICTIONARY OF EHCLISH LITERATUS' T

{ Evewrrasgaee dremes tongat.”
PERORGICS, IV, 158

LONDON
ELLIOT 5TOCK, 6a, PATERENOSTER ROW
1853



TO MY FATHER.
. DAVENTPORT AIFAMS,
THIS LITTLE VIMUME

s Affecttmstely Ensoribed,



N the following pages, the writer for the
most pavi Feals with small subjects in an
unelakarate manner. He leaves the hipfvays
af ftergluve, and stvays fnlo the fields and
lanes, picking kere a Wower and there a leaf,
and wot going far af any fime.  There ix no
endeapaur o explore weth sysfem, or Io exfend
any excursion beyond @ modest ramble.  The
author wanders af Raphasard info paths
which have altracled fam, and aleng which,
e hopes, the reader may fe willing fo Bear
Armme company.
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BY-WAYS IN BOOK-LAND

PAPER-KNIFE PLEASURES.

8 NE is for ever heanng enough and to
| spare ahout old hooks and those
L % who love them, There1s & whole
htr.:mturt_ of the subject. The men themselves,
frum Charles Lamb downwards, have over
and over again described their ecstasics—with
what joy they have pounced vpon some rare
cdition, and with what reverence they have
ever afterwards regarded it. It s some time
gince Mr. Buchanan drew his quasi-pathetic
picture of the book-hunter, bargaining for his
prize,
£%Vith the odd sixpence in his hand,
And greed in his gray eyes




2 Ey-ways in Book-Land.

having, moreover, in his mind's eye as he
walked

' Vistas of dusty libraries
Prolenged eternally.’

Mr. Andrew Lang, too, has sung to us of the
man who *hook-hunts while the loungers
fly,) who ‘book-hunts though December
frecze,” for whom

FFach tract that flutiers in the Lirecze
L= charged with hapes and fears”
while
1o mouldy novels ey sees
Aldines, Bodonis, Flevies,"
There are periodicals which cater solely for
old-book adorers; and while on the one
hand vour enthusiast will puoblish  his
f Pleasures’ and ¢ Thiversions,’ on the other
a contemporary will devote a volume (o
the subjects which attract and interest * the
Book Fancier.

Meanwhile, is there nothing to be said of,
or by, the admirer of new books—the man
or woman who rejoices in the pleasant act
of tuming over new leaves? At a time when
volumes are issuing by the dozen from the



