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What makes a hero?  An heroic mind

Express'd in action, in endurance proved

And if there be pre-eminence of right,

Derived through pain well suffer’d, to the height
OH rank heroic, "tis to bear anmoved,

Mot tell, not risk, nol rage of sea or wind,

Mot the brote fury of barbarians blind,

But worse—imgratitede and poisonous darts
Launch'd by the coontry he had served and loved,
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PREFACE

In this short life of Sir Walter Raleigh the attempt
is made to offer to those lacking leisure or inclina-
tion for the study of the long and exhaustive
biographies which exist, a sketeh of a brilliant
historical figure.

Within so small a compass it is obvious that
much has necessarily been omitted which might
fitly claim a place in & more elaborate and am-
bitious work, the selection of facts or episodes
being determined rather by the amount of light
thrown by them on the persomality of the central
figure than by their national or general importance.
It is however hoped that nothing has been left
out which is essential to the comprehension of the
character of England’s great sea-captain, or of the
spirit in whieh his work was performed.

Amongst later writers I have been prinecipally
indebted to Mr. Edwards® Life, with its volume of
collected letters, and to Mr, Stebbing's biography ;
while Major Martin Hume's more recent researches
amongst Spanish archives furnish additional im-
portant information with regard to the intrigues
te which Raleigh's ultimate ruin was largely due.
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