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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Tug frequent demand for a hook deserip-
tive of the scenery and the places of nterest
about the Water Gap, has induced the prepara-
tion of this Little volume.

The addition of zome listorieal ncconnt of
the pluce, historieal notes, &e., to the object
first contemplated, it is thought, will afford in-
terest to a portion, at least, of its readers.

The story of Lover's Leap is given to supply
tlie numecrons calls frow the younger and more
rowantie portion of the vieitors at the Water
Gap for a recital of the legend connected with
that place, and which could not always be satis-
tactorily rendered. It does not aspive to the
dignity of an independent romance, and the
introduction of more than the leading actors in
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iv PREFACE.

the story was purposely avolded, that too mueh
space might not be oceupied n illustrating cer-
tain historical incidents, for which there is little
authentie data; but which are helieved, how-
ever, to contain some elements of truth,

The beantitful Legend, written by Mres. E. 8.
Swift, will be vead with interest and pleasnre.
In eranting permission for its publieation in
this connection, that lady says: “1 love every
foot of ground at the Waler Gap; to me it is
full of pleasing memories, I suppose I shall
find the place very much altered,—improved,
people tell me; but Natorve has been so lavish
i ber loveliness there, T do not think it conld
bear improvement. I shall be glad to see your
hook published : it has long been wanted; the
Water Gap being, of late, ag fumiliar a8 house-
Lold words"™

The lrried preparation of these pages has
led to the contemplation of a larger volune,
which may ere I(mg—; appear, giving a more c¢om-
plete topographical and historical account of
the Water Gap, together with a History of the
Upper Valley of the Delaware,

It will be difficult for those who read what

1s hiere given, to divest their minds of the opin-



PREFACE. v

ion that it is written in the interest of the Kit-
tutinny Jouse. The rvelation the writer suztains
to the place wounld make the inference natural,
hience much delicacy is felt in placing it hefore
the public; but he hopes for a more liberal ap-
preciation of his motives on the part of the
intelligent class of readers who visit the Wator
Gap.

He has only attempted to furnish that which
those who visit the place constantly demand,
and which he hus failed in inducing those miore
experienced and mare competent than hiwself
to nndertake,

Less mention, however, is made of the ITousce
igelf than oue less interested would, perhaps,
have given; and as (o the places described,
they have but to be visited to justify all that
iz said in their praise.

To the author this maiden eflort has heen
but a labor of love,- the anticipation of gain
in any form having no impulse,—as most of the
places described were the play-grounds of Lis
boyhood, the rambles of his vouth, and are the

admiration of his manhood.

Deraware Warer Gar, 1867,
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SECOND EDITION.

Tue second edition is now presented, revised
and enlavged. -

The historieal matter velating to the Upper
Valley of the Delawave, proposed to he included
in this edition, was found, on parftial prepara-
tion, to greatly exceed the lmits contemplated,
and will, thevefore, be pnblished in a separate
volume.

The narrative, © Lost on the Mountain,” was
written by request of friends of the lady n
Dhiladelphia, aud contains all the lhefs velating
{0 that exciting [ocal incident.

The sketeh of the Minisink and its early peo-
ple, family genealogy, Indian antiguities, &e.,
here given will be understood as merely intro-
ductory, with the hope that these subjects will
awaken an interest in those who ean assist the

author with data for their suecessful completion.

Devawane Water Gar, 1870



