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ADYVERTISEMENT.

These Lectares ware originally prepared and presched for the
banefit of hliﬁﬂh.ﬂgndin_ﬁl city. By complying with a re-
Quoit to pobilish them, the suthor hopes he may contribute something
i promote the welfare of society, bo advance the cause of human
Improvement and happiness, and through the wissn, to subserve
the true interests of the rising gensration.

Thoas who beard the Lectares, will notice the swission of the ;

one, on the * duties of the mﬂﬂaqud.unmﬂnmpfﬁrﬂnﬁt]‘.'
This Lactare, though properly belonging to the series, is suppressed,
from a conviction that the copioammens, and inereasing impartance
ﬂmﬁmwﬁuwmhm.dmaﬂtmmdﬁ
discusaion. Should the authar at & futare period, be sbla to executs
the plan which he has formed, the cansidaration of thess topics,
will oocupy several additional Discoursas, which will be pablishad
hlmmwﬂhml volome. In the mesn
ﬁm,ithbmﬁmmudlﬂ,rinhln to throw inte the form of an
awmdh.amuhiarnmﬁmmudmnnrmad to, tonch-

To those who are now engaged in the active sconss of life, this
volame is affectionately and respectfully inscribed, with fervent
proyer to God, that it may contribute to quicken and guide them in
the discharge of their momentons duties.

Hartford, August, 1828,
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LECTURE L

A GENERAL VIEW OF THE RELATIONS AND RESPON-
SIBILITIES OF THE MIDDLE AGED,

JOB exiv.

When the-ear beard me, then it blasssd ma : and when the eye daw
e, it gave withess tome; becanse I dalivered the poor that eried,
and the fatheriess and him that bad none to help him, ‘The
blessing of him that was resdy to perish came upon me; end |
«onsed the widow's heart to @ng for joy. I was eyes to the
blind, and beet was L to the lame, [ wasa father to the poor; and
the canse which T knew aot I searched out.

Ir there is any thing consonant to the dignity
of man’s rational nature, or worthy of exciting in
his bosom a generous ambition, it is the purpose,
and the hope, of being useful to his fellow men.
Ifthere is any thing that can move a good man to
desire the continuanee of life, in the midst of its
varied infirmities, vicissitudes, and trials, it is the
privilege which is offered him, of aiding all the
great interests of society—diffusing around him
the blessings of social oll“da'. moral improvement,
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and personal comfort and happiness. It is that
in & world of violence and injustice, he may be
the protector of the defenceless and the friend of
the wronged—thnt in a world of corruption and
abounding wickedness, he may be a pattern
of integrity, uprightness and true piety; and
that in a world of selfishness, and of suffering,
unpitied and unrelicved, he may be the almoner
of the divine bounty and a minister of mercy—
becoming both in a temporal and spiritual sense,
eyes to the blind and feet to the lame—making
the beart of the widow and the orphan to sing for
joy, and causing the blessing of many that were
ready to perish to come upon him.

1 have proposed, at this time, to address that
class of my hearers, who may be described as the
middle aged—particolarly middle aged men.

I would be uaderstood, however, to use this
pl]:anﬂo]ogjr in such a scose, as to include in it
all those, who, having passed the permd of mi-
nority, and begun to act a part for themselves in
the world—having assumed the relations and re-
spensibilities of men of business, or members of
domestic and social life, still continue in the act-
ive discharge of their various callings and duties.
Undex this. construction, the term lll.llidlﬂ ngud
will, in general, be found to embrace persons be-
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tween the ages of twenty-five and sixty ; and to
deseribe a large and most important, as well as o
sufficiently distinct class of society. - '
As it regards the design of addressing several
‘discourses more particularly to a single class of
hearers, I would observe, that the propriety and
expediency of doing so, has always been admit-
ted ; but the principle has not, perhaps hitherto,
been sufficiently acted upon. The puipit has
often uttered the language of counseland warning
to the young—while other classes, equally dis-
tinct, have rarely been separately addressed.
But why should they not be thus addressed ! The
‘middle aged, for example, not less than those in
younger life, have peculiar engagements, peculiar
duties and respopsibilities, and of course peculiar
dangers. 'Why then, should they not need spe-
cial counsels, directions and cautions? Besides,
every one is aware how much the intereat of the
hearer is inereased, by directness of appeal and
closeness of application. The nearer the preach-
er ean approach to a personal address, without
violating the rales of decorum, the more likely he
is to command attention, and make lasting im-
presgions upon the mind.

I have placed at the head of this discourse Job's
-atcount of an interesting period of his life, It



