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PREFACE,

Proxoerarny was invented by Tsaue Pitman, of Bath,
England, in 1837, To him

venting  this useful and
beautiful art.

*Shower o him your sweet-
eat Howera,
Let the air resound with his
praise,”

Woxt to Tsaae Pitman the
phonographers of America
arc indebted to Benn Pit-
man, of Cincinnati, Chio.
He came {o this country in
1554, bringing with him
his brother®s invention, and
has dovoted nearly his

S0 1SAAC PITMAN whole Hfe to beautifying,
(Taventor of Mronogrenhy). improving, and perfect-
g it

If we examine the systems of Andrews and Boyle,
Andrew J. Grabam, Eliss Longly, Andrew J, Marsh,
James F. Munzon, Charles T. Platt, I, L. Scott-Brown,
Elden Moran, Izaac 3. Dement, and others less promi-
nent, we will find that they all present the Isaac Pitman
system of phonography, with such changes and modi-
fications as these respective authors have been pleased
to make. We do not underrate the efforts they have
made, for they have added valuable improvements and
presented systems of grest usefulness and merit.

Each system of phonography has its advocates and
friends, but to one who bas studied all of them, and
understands the art fully, they are found to be so

(3}

belonga the homor of in- |




4 THE SHORTHAND EEPORTER.

nearly alike (with the exception of n few improvements)
that they may be ealled simply different styles of the
samo method of writing, If there was perfection in
any human invention, we might well plead for a uni-
form and permanent system of phonography; but when
we can find nowhere perfection in any human creation,
it is unreasonable to seek for or expect it in this. Im-
provements are from time to time made in all the arts,
and the spirit of the age demands that we adopt them,
and thus ever progress toward the perfect ideal.

But what have we to offer in this system we now
present !

1. We present the same oll phonography of lsaae
Pitman in a new dress, and hove rearranged it so that
the art can be more easily faught in our commercial
colleges, public schools, and literary institutions, and
more easily learned without the aid of a teacher. We
accomplish this by asking guestions to bring out each
feature of the art, just az a good tencher woeunld ask
them, and then each question is answered just as a good
teacher would answer and explain it. There can be
no hetter way to present any subject.

2. There are o few useless principles in phonogra-
phy, and where found they have been eliminated,

3. We have added such improvements as we have
found to be worthy and useful in an experience of over
thirty years as a reporter and teacher.

4, We have solved what is called the aspirate prob-
lem, by providing a sultahle sign for the sound **h.”
This is the lightest sound in eur language, and requires,
under the principles of phonetic representation, a sim-
plo light sign.

5. We have given a clear exposition of the sounds
used in speaking the language, and how to ascertain
and note them. This is the very foundation of the art,
and is one of the most important details in it. The
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failure to master these sounds at the beginping conses
many failores, and always results in g defective man-
ner of writing. The effort that is being made to ig-
nore a correct knowledge of the sounds, and hasten the
pupil forward to writing by sound without a knowledge |
of the sounds, cannot be the proper and correct method
of teaching the art.

6. We present the subject of shorthand in the most
logical form vet presented. The whole subject iz com-
prehended under two distinct heads: First, the student
is taught that writing phonographically is writing the
sounds of the words of the language with new letters
provided for that purpose, and that the combining of
these letters into words is just as simplo as writing the
English words with the letters of the English alphabet.
Secondly, when any word cen be written phonograph-
ically, then the pupil is taught that in order to-report
verbatim he must learn to contract the phonographic
forms. For this purpose a piven numhber of principles
of contraction are provided, which, when mastered, lead
to the highest possible perfection in writing the art,

7. In teaching to write phonographically, we ex- |
plain minutely, with full illustrations, each step to he
taken, which is a great advantage to one who studies
without the aid of o teacher, while those who have a
teacher may progress more rapidly and understand-
ingly, and with the least possible labor to the teacher
and themselves. This minute explanation of the proc-
ess of word-building enables the mind to fully perceive
and quickly comprehend the phonographic method of
writing. Then the progress is rapid and accurate.

8. We provide fuller iostruction as to law-report-
ing than any other system. The author has been an
official court reporter for sixieen years, and gives the
result of his long experience,

9. The lessona here taught have been given for many
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years by mail, and have been mastered withont dificulty
by students who have never seen the author. The
method is preserved in this book, and faithfully fol-
lowed, which makes it even more useful than if pre-
sented in concise and terse language. We have sacri-
ficed everything to simplicity of statement, with the
honest and sincere desire to present the sebject in such
A way as to bring the art within the comprehension of
all who have mastered the elementary priociples of the
English language,

Ag the author has given the result of his experience
in law-reporting, sermon-reporting, in reporting po-
litical speeches, and in newspaper work generally, and
in teaching, he feels that those who study his book
can do so with the assurance that they will find here
the best and most approved method of writing phonog-
raphys—a system not made in the shop sod composed
of impractical ideas, but one written during many vears

of practical work with the art.
THE AUTHOR.
GriFFis, Ga,, March 8, 15011,




