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INTRODUCTION.

Richard Pinkbao, the ancestor of many familles In New Eng-
land nmt the Woest, waz at Dover Point, M. H., as early as 1640,
amd no doubd arrived there ot an enclier date, OF gl the legends
in varipus branches of the famwbty that he was accompanied by two
brothers who =ettled at other points in New Hampshive, that able
higtorian, Hev, Dr. A, H. Quint f Dover, N, H.,, Laz well 2ald,
“There is not a grain of historical evidence to support them.'
The writer of this book examined 21 these legoonds with eare nnd
found them with steong points of difference in variows branches
of the Pinkbam family, many of them ossertiog that this band of
brothers came to America o handred ventrs after the ancestor ieh-
ard hod  Ermled  bore. The speestor stand: cat sz a figure
of clear and spurdy worth, The familly traditions are quile woati-
ifmous in claiming that this unesstor, Hichamd Plokboao, calee
from the Isle of Wight. This, hawever, bas no historical proof.
If he came in the gond ship Jomes in 1633, Tie was cvidently, lilke
most of her colonists, from the west coast of Kogland,

It =eems highly probable Lo all who have given thiz matter
earnest siady that Richard Plokbham came with the famons col-
ony which Captain (Richaml) Wigging (Wiggans in the nhl
records) hroughl from Bogland (o 1623, e bas the zame sturdy
charneterizties of the other colooizts, many of whom hore nomas
which are Famous in bistory,  To 1831 this Captaln Wigeins woz
=send o what is now Dover Polot, M. IL, fo superintend the affairs
of the colonista, o about i year he reinrned to Boegload o se-
care awple menns for earrylug on the “plantotion.”  “Meanwhile,
the merchants of Driztol, Bogland, had s=0ld out their interest io
these lands to lords Say and Brooke, CGeorge Willve aml Willlam
Whiting, who contivued Wigglnz in the azener., For the 'plantia-
tlon’ a number of Guonllics wore procueed in e west of Boagiand,
‘Bome of whom were of mood estntes aned of soone accoount for re-
ilgion.' Governor Winthreop of Massaclhusetts gives the Eollowing
dezeription of the coming of thege people to Salem, Mass, on Oct,
10, 1633 “The good ship Jowees, which wns but eight weeks lwe-
tween Gravesemul and 2alem, heought Captaln Wicegine. and alwout
thirty, with one Mr, Loverich, a godly minister, Tor the Posceata-
gquack (which Lol Say ol Lord Brooke had purelinsed of tle
Bristal men), and ahaut forty for YVieginia, and abont tweniy for
this place, wwl abont sixty eattle  This wos one of U oost
God-fearing, sturdy bands of eolonizts which lomled o Amerien
aitor the coming of the Mayflower, Thiz Captnin Wigefus was at
the head of this colony Tor some seven yenrs, “having the power
of Governor herenbonts™

Ou the 224 doy of October, &40, the peonle of Dover, N, H.,
established, or renewed, a formal govermnent. The fourth nome
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sfipned on that wonderful docoment 18 that of Richard Pinkhane
Rev., Dr. Quint de=iguates this document as “Dover's Magna
Charta,” He =ars: “It antedated in proctice by o hmudred and
thirty-=ix veurs the principies amnounced in the Declaration of
ludependence of 1776, A copy of this paper was found in the
Public Record Ottice of London, England.” Every Pinlkham
sheuld tarn with deep interest to such a record os this

The next mention of Richard Pinkliam in the old Dover, M. H.,
records is egually interesting:  “27th of the $th monoth, 1648, It
jg thiz day ordersad by & publigne Towne meeting that Richard
Pinkham sholl beat the drom on the Londs Day to give notiee for
the time of meeting, amf to sweepe the Meeting house, for the
which he shall be nllowed =lx bushelz of Tnilian corm for his pay
thi= vears, and fo he free from rates.” It is evident that this re-
lighous =entry stood long at his cavefolly chosen post! “No sin-
nper could assert that he knew not that it was ye Lord's Day,
while the =thrringe drmen bents were beard tar and wide!™ The
mugical ability of this maon = =een in many of his descendants,

Rev, Dr, Quint hag given this clear statement: “Richard Pink-
ham appears to have been a man of good character, and had his
share of publlie offices. The spot where he early dwelt is sald
to have Deen the same on which steesd the Plokham garrizon,
which Richnwl afterwarids made into his habitetion, The precise
location of thiz is easily pointed ont, inazsmneh a= it continoped to
he a dwelling-hoo=e untl! ope side of It fell down =even and
twenty vears ago; that event rendered it necessary for the family
to remove, whicl they Gid as soon as possible, Into 0 new house
standing nbout five rods from the old one. Affer passing the
hovse of Hanson Robert= on Dover Neck the (raveler will notice a
Tane on the west 2ide of the rend leading towanls the river. On the
noril slde of this lane isa house now ocenpied by Elijnh Pinkham,
n oman of more than eighty years, who owns lnnd onee owned
by his ancestor, Richard.,” (After the death of this Elijah Pink-
hom in 1862, the house was oceupied by Mr, Charles Thompson,
who married Rose Plokham, daughter of EHianb. This old home-
atead was after this owned by those not of the Pinkbham line for
a short ttme; it ha= lately been purchased by Mr. De Orville L.
Pinkhom. ) “Abont fonr rods west of this home of Elijah Pink-
ham was the Pinkham garrizon house, half of which waz taken
down about two years after the wind had demolished the other
half, The spot oin which the fortress stood in the ancient days a
few months ngo presented the aspect of a flowrishing cabbage
vard!

Mr. John Senles, Esg., of Dover, N. H., writes under date of
Jam, 1, 1805 “The Pinkham garrison was abont three-quarters
of a mile north of the zite of the old First Meeting house on
Dover Neck; it wis on the west ride of the present road, which
was called High Steeet by the early settlers; the garrison was on
a street called Low Street, which ran parallel with High Biveet,
ad wae about half-way between High Street and the Back River.
There iz no pleture of the garvizon: It most resembled the Drew
garrison.  Thi= lovality was in plain =ight of the old church.”

These particular descriptions of the site of the old Plakham
homestend are given in the hope that many readerz of this ook
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will take palms to visit that benuflinl zpot which =lopes gently
fowards the Bellumy River, awd comnuuuls a fiee view of that
streqm, and of wany other podnes of lnterest, | Orst visioesd thiz
plaee on an October doy of rare beauty aml shatl ever kKeep it
mind the memories of tlie seones of aucient davs of stovdy valor
then colled up; admimtion of the wise cholee of 8 “home spot® by
the first Wichard Pinkban; memories of fhe ol cemetery, pear the
alte of the Fist Cliuech, whose heplstines are geay and Daftersd
by the stormns which have swept over them, ot whiceh Bave Bl
no power over the influence for goml which has extended widely
over onr eountry feom these =turdy aml oue-henried Pinkhams,
who have long slept beneath the gray sods. The ealls oo all the
Pinkhams who still dwell on histocie Dover Meck left memories of
rare Kindopess nnd =opny cheer,  Linked with these pracious mem-
ories are those of the evening when, a Httle later on, before the
Inrge pathering of the New Hampshire Choh of Lynn, Mass, [
tried 1o 101l the people of whot they owel to Richard Plukhao
and his nohle posieriiy,

It 1= well to mark =ome of the many strong points in the iife
and ehnracter of the aneestor, Richond Plukham, which have
been iflustroted in b= descendant: through mwany generntions,

First of all = the true Christion faith of rthis mweestor, T has
alrendy been noted that the colooy of which be, oo doubt, wons a
mepler, wis chosen boeause the persons compozing it “were of
sotne goeount for eeliglon This fmplied 8 faitly which wonld
sustnin these men on the long vovage across the Atlantie, in the
mldst of the many disappoiniments amld dangers which awaited
thew In o long procession on the " Pazcataguack.” and which wauld
pot only sustain them, but impart itself by strong influence fo
other aodoni=ts.  Hence we find the nnme of Richand Piakhom on
that paper which advocates a beliof in n God of juriice mnd 1ib-
erty, He next stands before us ot the door of the old Ficst
Church in New Hompehirve, beatleg the dirom that callel o ser-
vice in sunshine sud storm. Hiz oom of evergreen twigs swept
deftly the ifnfertor of that house of the Lowml. His help for the
gifted miniater who eame on the good =hip Jomes with him, and
for others who followed, was clear ol nnwavering.  His children
were all of thiz falthful Cheistian (vpe. Soise of these, and many
of the grandehildren aml deseenduants: of thiz ancestor, beeame
the leaders in the Friends" Chureh, which was organized nt Dover
nt an early date. A very large number of the Pionkhams have
heen members of that chureh through all lis generations, Oflers
of the Pinkhams have heen faithinl members of other charches,
These instances will he clearly noted io the comrse of thizs Lis-
tory. It wonld be Bard to find & family that bas in its history
g0 wany devoted, bumbde aml helpfal Christians,

Seme of the earlier Pinkbams were Lol to the Friends" Chareli
by the earnest preaching of the missionaries which the Quakers
=ent to Americn. Ohers went thither becanse the Quakers bore
with such true Christinn faith the bitter persecutions which were
heapad upon them, Bot thelr sfrong membership in that ehurch
of the Priends had its deepest roats in the fact that the ancestor's
teaching had been, “Always follow where the Spivit of God amd
Dty lends you!™ Tt was thls privciple which liad ksl the Pink-



4 PINKHAM GENEALOGY.

boam ancestar from home seenes foll of brighiness and joy Lo
zhores =hadowed by shagey forests and lurking Iodian foes.
Frowm the first Dover Point had eofelded to its explorers many dis-
appolntments, “Martin Pring bad salled ap the Piscatoqun at an
early date, His narrative tells os what e met there;  “We found
rouddly groves nnod woodsz, . . . sondry sorts of bensts.

But meeting no sassafrag (which was then thooght w be
the strong remedy Tor many diseases), we left these waters.'
Im 1614 Capt. Jobhm Smith came up the river, but be alzo =ailed
away aml left the shores to their loneliness. In the spring of
1623, Edward Hilton, an English gentlemsen, and his brothér,
Willlam, established themselves on the neck of land now called
Dover Patut, bullding there two houses, amnd begioning the first
permanent scttlemwent in New Hampshire, Buot the disappoint-
ments whicrh they met is clear from the fact that in 1630 there
wers but three howses in all that part of the country.” In her
fine articlé on “0N Dover, N. H." in the New Englond Magazing
for September, 1897, Caroline H, Garland thos writez and has well
gald: *The first comers here expected to find unexhauzted sop-
plies of silver and gold. Tn the first grants of land a certain pro-
portion of these bz reserved to the crown for ‘cares’ found thereon.
When no gold appeared, the =ettlers tried the planting of vine-
vards, only to find that New Hamp=hire i not a4 grapegsrowing
country.” Richard Pinkham and his neighbors met various dis-
appointinents like these, tut their faith, thoogh it fickersd now
and then in the strong gosts of adversity, never lost s glow.
One ean well think that the wise Richard Pinkhom counselled
again and again, “We came here at the call of duty; it was no
evil voice that urged us ong bere we will remain; good will come
from thiz vornge which we have made!" And while some colon-
igts went back to England, the Pinkhams, with the Hiltons, YWal-
drons nud wmany wore, staid on Dover Neck,

Ouot of thi= faith natvrally grew the coutisel of Richard Pink-
ham to his children and others in his olid age, “This home i85 on a
peautiful 2lope (o the river, ot do not forget the land from which
I came when Doty ealled me.  If Duty shall beckon voo, or here
or thers, fail not to take your canoes at the brink of yonder
gtream, or to thread your way thropgh the dark forests o the
north.”

Henvce we find in all branches of the Pinkham family a heed to
this wize precept. Many sections of the family turned to Maine
from Dover Neck, or to inland tewns of New Hampshire, et
They alwnys chose beautiful sites for their homes; heve they
loved to linger, but the call of Duty has been heoded so thoroughiy
throngh the zenerations of this stromg old family that they are
aeattered all over our country from ocean to ecean.  Today, o the
midst of broad pralries, or beautifol orange groves, or by the
waves that are caliing them to look well on the ocean that has
vielded them mueh wealth, many nre planning a journey mto the
midst of dizappointments which they will meet az heroically as
their ancestor, Richard, met his cares on Dover Polotl, because
their belief f= firtu In God aod Hiz wise leading. Other Pink-
hams still abide on Dover Weck, and in othér old howme places,
where the fathers have dwelt, and no tales of gold and gain can
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lure thom away; the Duty that they heed is & hamd thot points
to the plocid civer, white-copped bay, or the sunpy ficlls and
b kg,

In this charaeteristhe ig traced one which bas ever macked tha
Piukbmm  generations—a wise survey of all the points 1o any
matter which has steongly appealed to them. “Slow. of choies,”
they have often been ecalled. This has been freguently manitest
in their love stories, Hence we find many Pinkhums nuireying
at no enrly date in life, and after courtships of wany nioons.
But the result hng been the happy anibms which have seen golden
weiddings of rare joy, The slow chiotee of a life-work has leen
marked by the same zhining succes=cy. I my native town we
were pdmonizhed, “Never bother a Pinlham when he iz think-
fng.” They were on thelr way to grent spaces of light!

In wy story, “The Easter Dram,” which follows this sketch, [
have pointed oot the keen wit which marked the Pinkhaom anees-
tor.  This stery 1= not woulded altogether on historien? lines, bt
is given as an illustration of what has been preserved in many
legpends, and in the wany generations of this sturdy old family,
This has never heen & wit which bas barst ont in peals of langh-
ter, It hos heen (ot which gave a werry twinkle to the eves
of blue or gray, and the making of plans which have emded in
the foiling of wily pnrposes and foes of desperste tvpe. Many
garrison houses on Dover Point were captured by the Indians,
though wise ones gonarded them well, No savage o8 oyer swung
hiz tomabawk inside the gorrison of Richoawd Pinkbam. When
the whids as=niled it after long years n half of its strong timbera
stooil in pliee,  The hailder was as witty with tools n= he was in
matehing the plans of the Tndiaus.  In hundreds of towns all over
our brond land the Pinkham wit of the ancestral type has heen
will known,

The ancestor wiaz a man of learning and was constantly adding
to his stores of knowledeze, Among his descendants this eharac-
teristhe has becn clenely s In those whoe have given all their
time to =tndy, teaching, ete,, there haz always been gramd guecess,
On old farmea and on ships that made their way to all parts of the
world, Finkhaoms of quict ways have beon mwed whaose stores of
kEnowiedge have been o surprise ars great s the foy and help
which they have ghven to all wmeighborhomls where they have
dwelt, or ports to which they hove s=niled. Amd this has ever
been given without any shadow of boasting, for the true Pinkham
has boen like the ancestor of my story when the minister nrged
him to speak, I did only what [ thought was my duty;" what-
ever they had they comnted only as a trus=t to be usel for the help-
ing of others,

And it 12 4 souree of decpest gratitude that, with such o will-
ingness to share with others, the Pinkhams have been given such
n numenms line of despendants with long 1fe-lenses. 1t was in
1671 that the ancestor, Richard Piekham, goave the bulk of hie
property to his =on, Jobuo, whoe engaged (o support him. He was
then an oll man, wwl i= supposed to have lived for some venrs
after that date; Hiz 2onz lived to s gosd old age.  Among the
descendants are movy examples of this wonderful harvdibood,
mnd mot only in the Pinkhams, bat in these abont them whom



