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PREFACE.

]

Rravmmwe the diffienliies experienced by youth in the
acqoisition of the Art of Compesition, and believing that
many obstacles can be removed by praecfical Instroection,
this little treatise ia submitted to American teachers, with
the hope that its simplicity and practical methods will com-
mend it to their exrnest snd eordisl consideration.

All the preliminary instrnetion the mess of puopils re-
coive msy be gomprised in the fow words, “ You areexpoctad
to write a composition onoe in two wesks,” No earlyseeds
have been sown, no gronnd prepared or fertilized, and
teacher and pupil find to their disappointment only a barren,
sandy desert. DBut flowsrs and fruit can be obtained only
by early planting, tilling, and colture, and it is to this, as a
prominent feators, attention ia invited,

When tho agod divine was ssked * how it was that he
was always ready to extemporize upon any subject upon
which he was celled to address an andiense,’ he answared
the yonthfal preacher thuos: * Fill the cask, my boy, fill the
cagk! then you can tap it anywhere and it will run.” Many
teachers of youth, &5 well as youth themselves, are lament-
ing to-day that they have been tapping empty casks, and
wondering why the vinlage fails,
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