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PREFACE.

F a long residence in the Far
East, a constant watching
of the course of events, an
intimate acquaintance with Far
Eastern opinion, and plentiful
reference to the latest writings
on his subject in volumes
and reviews are amongst the
qualifications necessary to the
preparation of even so modest
a little volume as this, the
writer may fairly lay claim to
them all.
His object has been to provide
the busy man with a story so
ghort as not to trench too



heavily upon his time, the
““man in the street’ with an
easily consulted summary of
events up to date, and the
student of contemporary politics
with & condensed view of what
is perhaps the viamedia between
the two extremes of opinion
held even in the British com-
munities in China and Japan.

As the final pages are pass-
ing through the press, there is
evidence that The Story of
Russia and the Far East may
Bpﬂﬂdﬂ% need new chapters.
Great Britain is at war with
the South African Republics,
and Confinental sympathy is
with the subject, not with the
gugerain. Taking advantage of
this, it is said that Russia con-
templates action at Herat, and
in Persia. Bhe is, also, almost
at daggers drawn with Japan
over Korean coast ports. The
United States have declared for



the “ open door "’ in China, and,
with tEe Philippine rebellion
as an excuse, are pmctical]g
doubling their naval strengt
on this station. Japan is press-
ing forward her new construc-
tion with the utmost haste,
while Russia is adding to hers.

That there has been a partial

m;t:iprwhammt between Japan

China is certain: how

far it bas gone is a profound

secret at the moment. The

Korean cloud is ominous, but
it may notl burst.

So far as the Siberian Railway
is concerned the latest informa-
tion points to continued activit;
in it construction. It is sai
to be certain, however, that
long sections already “finjshed "
will have to be relaid more
solidly before regular traffic can
begin.

Amongst the more recent
works which the writer has



iv

eonsulted may be mentioned
Russia on the Pacific by “* Vladi-
mir,” Curzon’s Problems of the
Far East, and The Far East
by Henry Norman, together
with most of the contributions
bearing on the subject in all the
recent KEnglish and American
Reviews. The first is, however,
by far the most important issued
up to the present, and may
confidently be recommended to
all who have the time to spare
to read it, On the importance
of its subject the writer says:
* For the future history of the
world, the conquest of Siberia
will be more important than
most of the modern history of
Russia.” And, it may be added,
on the immediate future of
China and the Far East general-
ly hangs the destiny of half the
human race.

Saavanar, December 185990,




