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DEDICATION.

Ta the Missionarles and Mission Friends
of tha 8wedish Evangellical Mission Covenant of Amerloa,
to Axpress my gratitude for their kindneas
te me during this trip.
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PREFACE.

Thig 18 no attempt to be an author or (o write a book
in Englich. During my trip In Sweden apd America 1
have dellvered many speeches and have some of these
in manuscript, Some friends bave read them and asked
ane to publish at least a few lo permanent form to-
gether with a pketch of my life. At first I rather hes-
ltated to do {t. Then I thought that If thie een be
done for the glory of my Savior end can ald the cause
of bringing ealvation to my baloved land, I shall be
more than glad 1w do it, Now I send this forth with
the prayer to God that He may bless the reading and
the readers to the attaining of the object of thiz liitle
migsionary enterprise.

I wigh to express my speclal thanks to Prof, A, 5.
Wallzren for his help in reading the manuscript and
the proof for me, and to Mise Agnes Hjerpe for her
gtenographle help. This was written originaliy in Swedizh
and ls published 1n Sweden.

MARCUS CH'ENG.

Hwadish Evangelicel Milssion Covenant,
136 W, Laka St., Chlcago, Ill., Cect. 8, 1521.
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GOD'S WAY OF DEALING WITH ME.

MY ANCESTRY.

My great grandfather was a farmer whe
lived some ten miles away from Hankow. He
was very rich but became poor through s trial
at court. We still have In our home 8 box full
of contracts and title deeds from that time,
In China in the country places there is a
coastom {p have every year st the time of the
New Year a so-called “lantern feast.” These
lanterns are made of paper in the shape of a
dragon with 2 big head. Every village has its
own dragon, and the farmers carry their dragon
to the temple to compete with those of others.
It often happens that they get into a quarrel
and fight. The dragon plays a hig role in
China and exerts a great influence. The Em-
peror's throme iz ealled the "Dragon Throne.”
The Emperor's dress is called the *“Dragon
Dresg.”” The old Chinese flag has also a dra-
gon., This reminds us of the dragon in the
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Book of Revelations, because the dragon has
done much mischief in China too.

It was at such 2 dragon feast my great grand-
father’'s nephew killed a man during the fight.
My great grandfather offered to suffer punish-
ment instead of him, MNow in China courts
of law are not well organized, and the officers
and “yamen runnera” take advantege of such
opportunities to sgueeze the people, especially
if the arrested one is rich. When he was in
prizson the “vamen runners” would privately
threaten to beat the prisoner and treat him in
many cruel ways. The only way to escape
soch treatment was to pay bribes. My great
grandfather had to sell hiz house and fields,
and in faet all his properties to bribe officers
and “wyamen runners” in order to help hisz
nephew, and at last he died in prison in
Wuchang,

The law in China is that if a man dies in
prison he may not be carried out through the
gate. They break the wall and make a hole
to cast him out. That is considered to be
a great shame, and the people believe that if
suth a person has no children it is a sign that
even God testifiez that he wag o sinner. But if
such a prisoner has children, and has many of
them, it iz a sign that God in heaven bears
witneas that the prisoner was innocent, There-
fore it was my grandfather’s ambition te get
ag many children as possible to show that his
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father was innocent, but died instead of another.
He had iwo sons and more than ten grand-
children. He used to talk to us about his
father, that is, my great prandfather, how
great a hero he was and how noble and brave
he was to be willing to die for hiz nephew, He
wag very glad that Heaven also testified now
to that effect through so many descendants,

When prospects at home became peor, my
grandfather found if necessary to leave the
country and move ito Hankow to learn a
trade. He learned to be a cooper. My grand-
father and my father established a big shop
there, My brother waa born in Hankow, The
new enterprize, however, did not egcceed; =o
they must move over to Mucheng. There I
was born. There the Mission Covenant of
Sweden began their work,

My father’s mother and my mother’s mother
were not born in Hupeh province, They came
from the Provinee Nganhuei. Tn this province
it happened there waz 3 big flood and the
people had to move from there to save their
lives. These two girls then came to Wuchang
and were married there. They became very
good friends and agread secretly that their
children, if they should have any, should be
united in marriage. Sc¢ my father and mother
were engaged by their mothers. That iz very
eommon in China. The parents decide concern-
ing the marriage of the children.



