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“ Westward the course of emplre tahes its way,

The first four acts already passed,
Che fifth sball close the drama with the dayp,
Bime's noblest offspring Ls the last.”
—Bishgp Berkeley
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FOREWORD

I have not written this sketch of the Berkeley schools expect-
ing any greet finencial returne, but with the hope that it may be
of intersst to thoee who ere now in the department, and that it
may be of wvalue later as a scurce of information about the
growth and development of the school aystem of which we are so
justly proud.

The task of writing the history since the incorporation of the
town in 1878 has been a simple one, as the records of the Board
of Education and the files of the daily papers have been available,

Tt has not been a0 easy to secure data for the period preceding
the incorporation. The statements are sometimes incomplete, but
as far as they are given they are reliable. Among those who
have given information about the schools of this early period, I
must mention especially, Mrs. Emma 5. Wilkes, Mra. Adelaide
Marquand, Mr. Charles McClain, Mr. A. H. Broad and Mr. Thomas
Hann.

1 have made use of one or two short gquotations from Prof.
Jones' History of the University of California for which doe
credit has been given.

If the public derive as much pleasure from the reading of thia
history as the author hes derived from the writing of it, he will
fael amply repaid,

B. D. WATERMAN




HISTORY OF
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CHAPTER I
HISTORICAL SKETCH

In 1820, the last Bpanish governor of California, who was
likewise the first Mexican governor, conferred San Antonic Rancho
upon Don Luis Peralta and, in 1842, Don Lule divided this inte
four equal parts, giving one part to esach of his four sons. The
portion extending from Temescal Creek to the present Contra
Costa line fell to his son Joze.

The earhiest American settlers upon this tract ceme in 1852
when F. K. Shattuck, Geo. M. Blake snd William Hillegass ac-
quired a part of it by purchase and commenced farmiong on guite
an extensive scale on land included in the present site of Berkeley.
Alameda County was organized in 1853 from parts of Contra
Costa and Santa Clara Counties,

The present site of the University was selected by Hemry D
Darant in 1868, and in 1860, the trmstees decided that this should
be the permanent site. Mention is made of this, becaunse the
location of the University and ita prowth have made the city of
Berkeley what it is. Many people have chosen this city for their
homes in order to have, for their children, the advantages offered
by the Univeraity, without any great expense,

The first settlement was at Ocean View, or West Berkeley, and
the center of business and population was at the corner of Uni-
versity 8nd San Pablo Avennes. It weuld doubtless have re-
mained in that vicinity but for the infloence of the University.

The name, Berkeley, was suggested by Mr. Frederic Billings,
one of the trustees. After gooting the well known lines of
Bishop Berkeley,—
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“Westward the course of empire takes ita way,
The firat four acts already passed,
The fifth shall closs the drama with the day,
Time's nobleat offspring ia the last."

he suggested the name, Berkeley, for the new settlement. This
suggestion waa taken by his mmsociates and several years later
when the town was incorporated, this name was given to it.

Previous to the establishment of the University site, Ban Pablo
Avenne, running north and sounth, was the only road leading te
Osakland, while University Avenne was the only atreet ruonning
east and west, Between San Pablo Avenue and the Bay the
straggling settlement of Ocenn View sprang up and after the
overlend railroad was completed in 1869, grew quite rapidly.
These two settlements were united and incorporated aa the “Town
of Berkeley' in 1878, Previous to this time, Berkeley proper was
& small scattered wettlement. There were a few houses on what ia
now known ag Telegraph Avenue, then kmown as Choate Street,
near the entrance to the University Campus, at the end of the:
“Dinky" car line. There was a small settlement in the vicinity of
Berkeley Btation and a few scattered residences were found here
and thera. The principal settlement at the time of incorporation
was at Ocean View.

“We wore a long way from Ban Francisco. We had either to
follow the pace of n bob-tailed enr to Oakland—a trip of over
an hovr—and thence to the city, or else take an omnibus which
had the unpleasant habit of capsizing and breaking collar bones
and arms. The destination of this omnibus was the ferry at
Ocean View, or Jacob’s Landing,—otherwise West Berkeley.
From this point we embarked upon a steamer that was very un-
certain as to the time of starting and still more uncertain as to
the time of arriving.”

Later, our communication with Oakland was greatly improved
in two ways. One of these was by the way of Golden Gate by
Southern Pacific steam car,—thence on San Pable Avenue by
horse car to Fortieth Street, and thence by eable ear to Seventh
and Broadway, Oakland. The other route was by & steam “Dinky"’
from the University grounds to Temescal at Forty-eighth Btreet,
and thence by horse car to Oakland. The trip by either of these
two routes consumed fully an bour, Close connection was made




