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PREFACE
BY THE GENERAL EDITOR.

THE General Editor of The Cambridge Bible for
Schools thinks it right to say that he does not hold
himself responsible either for the interpretation of
particular passages which the Editors of the several
Books have adopted, or for any opinion on points of
doctrine that they may bave expressed. In the New
Testament more especially questions arise of the
deepest theological import, on which the ablest and
most conscientious interprefers have differed and
always will differ. His aim has been in all such
cases to leave each Contributor to the unfettered
exercise of his own judgment, only taking care that
mere controversy should as far as possible be avoided,
He has contgnted himself chiefly with a eareful

revision of the notes, with pointing out omissions, with
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suggesting occasionally a reconsideration of some
question, or a fuller treatment of difficult passages,
and the like.

Beyond this he has not attempted to interfere,
feeling it better that each Commentary should have
its own individual charscter, and being convinced
that freshness and variety of treatment are more
than a compeunsation for any lack of upiformity in
the Series.




ON THE GREEK TEXT.

T¥ undertsking en edition of the CGreek text of the
New Testament with English notes for the use of Schools,
the Syndies of the Cambridge University FPress have not
thought it desiruble to reprint the text in common use®.
To have done this would have been to set aside all the
materials that have since been accumulated towards the
formation of a correct text, and to disregard the results
of textual criticiem in ite application to MSS,, Versions
and Fathers. It was felt that a text more in accordance
with the present state of our knowledge was desirable,
On the other hand the Syndics were unable to adopt one
of the more recent critical texts, and they were not disposed
to make themselves responsible for the preparation of an

* The form of this text most used In England, and sdopted in
Dr Berivener's edibion, ia that of the third edition of Bobert Btephens
(1550), The nume " BEeteived Text " ix popnlardy given to the Elseviy
edition of 1884, which is based on this adition of Btephens, and the

name is borrowsd from o phrese in the Preface, * Textum ergo habes
pune sb swnibos vecepium.”



