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PREFACE.

“ There are a hundred faulis in this thing,”
wrote amisble Doctor Goldsmith in his Preface
to his famous “ Vicar.” Dot he adds presently,
by way of corrective, “ & book may be amusing
with pumerous errors.” Some such apology,
framed on so excellent a precedent, may be
offered for the * thing” that is here introduced
to the Public.

Errors no doubt there are, possibly & full and
substantial crop. Buot the aim has been to fur-
nish not so much a precise, as a broad and
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substantial sketch, tolersbly accurate in the
main, yet, perhaps, sinning a good deal by way
of omission. The original shape too, in which
this little Tract appeared, must be all the excuse
for the somewhat light and irreverent character
of the style in which s grave and even awful
subject is dealt with. The wagonnettes of pe-
riodical Liferature — specially those which ron
weekly—necessitate airy lines of constraction.

I have only to add, that Mr. Dickens has,
with his usual kindness, permitted me to reprint
such porlions of these Sketches as have appeared
in his well-known Journal.
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CHAPTER L

THE DISEASE.

Tae patient Inir almost st the last gasp.

This was not surprising, considering that the
whole system had been wasting in a sort of pe-
cuniary atrophy; that it had been bled murder-
ously over and over again by the fiscal lancet : that
a poor-rate Cantharides blister had been applied
on the raw, fresh and fresh; that a rebellious fever
was working in its blood, ready to burst out
upon the surface in angry pustules; and that a
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fierce emigration dysentery was griping its vitals.
Taking this hopeful diagnosis into account, I
say it was not so very surprising. The ordinary
medical Sangrados had done their best—and
their worst—bhad played out their consultations,
stethescopic soundings, fees, and other bils of
the regular show, and were now gazing with an
awful respect at the two emiment metropolitan
practitioners—sent for specially—who were stand-
ing by the bed. The eminent practitioners—the
Sir Parker Peps of the House of Parliament,
with a smaller official brother—had seen the
desparate nature of the case, and were now turn-
ing up their shirt-sleeves for a frightful operation.
The patient was that part of the kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland; the
eminent metropolitsn surgeous were no other
than the Right Honourable the Lord. John
Russell, M.P,, with the Solicitor-General of the
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period ; and the perilous operation was the
famous Incumbered Estates Aot of eighteen hun-
dred and forty-nine.

It was indeed time that something should be
done. Under the questionsble treatment of
famines, seditions, agitations, evictions, arms
bills, eoercion bills, and suspensions of habeas
corpus, the featores of an Imcumbered estate,
always exceptional, acquired a new and wery
curious interest. Where there were no tenants
to pay rents, it would be unressonable to look
for rents; and where poor-rates were at the
modest figure of one pound in the pound, it may
be assumed that landlords were shy of assuming
their real character. Under this general elimi-
nation of rents, landlords, and {enants, the
situation was distressingly simplified, and to mere
unimpassioned spectators presented a field for
the strangest apecnhﬁun..
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