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PREFACE.

e

TrEst notes are infended to give an acourate thongh concies idea of the
Colony of Fiji.

It is hoped they may be of interget and uge to those intending to invest
capital in one or other of the chief products of the {ropies for which the
Colony is eminently adapted, or to those who, tempted by the genial olimata
and prodoctive ecil, may elect to make their homes in & country which,
though so far removed from England, is yot within a fow dayas reach of the
great and rising Australasisn Colonics.

The calling of & tropical horticultorist or egricultorist is one of pecaliar
interest, and presenis o field of profit and research without the ordinary
monotony assoiated with farming in the exfra-tropical portion of the
empire.

Javes E. Maaon, .
Executive Commissioner.
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COLONY OF FIJI. -

GOVERNMENT AND LEGIELATION.

Furt is m Crown Colony, the affairs of whivh are adminisiered by 8 Governor and Execotive
Couneil, The laws are prepared by s Legislative Coupefl, of which the Governor is President,
composed of the Chisl Jastice sod flve other heads of departments ms offieial mombors, and
almo of slx wnoffiviel members noninated by the Governor and appeinted by the Queen for Hife.

On ihe institution of Britiah gothority in the Fiji Iafands the Acts of the Parliament of
New Boulh Wales ware, aa far 53 applicable to the cirmmmstances of the Colony, temporrily
wdopted as the laws of the Colony of Fiji ; hat in the Ordinance arecting a Bapreme Courd, it in
provided that the law of England it to be taken wherswer no other providion has been mede by
the local luw, to ba applied in & manner suituble to the cironmetances of the Colony.

The faet of the Colony on its creation being practically withoot any system of leglslation
has enabled tha Orown to inttiate laws affenting the grest interasts of the Colony, which might
not have been possible under other circumstances. Fn 4 subsequent chapter the very important
mutter of Land Tiflea will be treated, snd ft may bo suficfant t0 mention hers some of the
other more importsnt measurea which have beotme Inw.

A system of registration of doods, wrltings and doouments prevails, by which, in addition to
Land Titles, all deeds whabewer mivy be deglateved for preservation. A mode of snforcing the
exsantion of deeds has beer provided, the 1don baing talen pavtly from the Frooch and partly
from the Beotch wystcios, by whish 1t 18 not noccsury to havo recturse to the courta of law
when the party boutd by i doed hee falled to perform bis purt thoreof, The aroditor or tho party
in whosa favour the obligetion weas ondertaken mey obinin & werrent of execution from the

Genarsl which kaa al] the effect of & judgmeat of the proper court, and may be
onforeed by the Bhaelff in the veuel way. This throws the onus of having reeourme to the
pourts of law upou tha debler, whe may toke oot an minnotlon to etay tho procsedings of the
Brerlfl. But to obtain this he muat set forth good and sufficlent reasons to etisfy the Conrt
efther {lat the obligation he undortook bhae boen pald or satisfed, or that it ooght net g0 be
enforeed for some special yeseon advansed, The much greater Lol (hus given 4o the creditor
has an especinl vaiue In indueing crodit compsnies pud capitalizte to be lbersl in their
advances to plantera and othera for the development of the Colmy. In tho msme way it s nob
necesgary to have recourss to tho comrts tu cuforce payment of bille of vxchonge The
axtended protest of the Notary Publio ia regigtered, and & warmant of axecotion obtained from
the Reglstrar General, which may be put in the hands of the Bheriff. '

Thacash eredit system, whioh hes done eo moch fo develop the prowperity of Baolland, has
also been introduced, under which s bauk, upon the mecurity of one or more guarantors, mey
advance money to a thivd perstm om an acomimt fo be cperated on by him up tos deflnite amonnt,
he snd the pusrantors boing jolntly and sevarslly lighle for the balance due atany time the
bank may desire to bring the secount toa olesa. Here sgain thera i3 no nocessity for an
appeal to the Congte, but » warrant of execntion may be obiained by the bank un the registra-
tion of the cash credit bond.

The bankruptoy Ordinance of the Colony bas some new features. The most notable,
perhaps, is that while ell persems, whether tradem or not, mey apply lo be made bankrupt
(there I no separats syabem of josolvency), & bom-trader can only do so if & writ of arrcat is nut
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against him for payment of a debt of £50 or upwards, and the deflnite adjudication is not granied
until the applicant has pessed s public exemiontion, If aoy suspicicus dealings should be
disoovered, the sdjudication would be refused, &and the creditors left to their remedies, including
imprisonment of the debior. A trader may apply if beis in n state of peouniary embarrass-
maent ; but where he does so of his own ascond, the poblio examination must be passed before
adjudication, 'Whers the application is ressonable end proper, the system of the ordinance is
to regard a dividend of 10a in the poond sa satinfactory, entitling the debtor to a Srst-class
certifleate withont furtber troubls; but whers & less dividend is paid, or ls likely to be obtained,
the discharge will, in the genersl case, be only qualifled, and the debior required to pay from
bie futtre earninge as mtch s will make op & dividond of 10s. in the potnd &o the areditora
Ap might have been expected, bankrupteies ar fow. The remedy of imprisonment for debt
exints, and ts employed for the moovery of amall soma. The debdor may epply for his releasa
on giving up his property, o by undertaking to pay the debt by instalments, with or without
soourity, us the Court muy allow.

By & law passsd st & very sarly period of the existence of the Colony, the judgments of
the Courts of the Auskralinn Clolonics may be eaféread in Fiji: bub thess Coloaies have, up to
ihe preasnt time, failsd to give the same facilities to jndgments of the Suprems Court of FiL

For the purpose of encoursging all kinds of lewful enterprise, the partnership law hes been
eodified, and varlons improvements introdased which have not yef been adopied in Eogland,
The partnership, for axample, may se and be susd in ity own name, ea if it were a parson, sod
forcign eompenlea may sue or bo mied in (he gsmo manner on the name of their resident
manager of other offfcor balng reglatarsd, A plankation may be earpied on in partnership, end
ke real pg well a3 poractal cetato be beld In the parinerhip nemo. There may be not only
unlimited partnorships and limited compantas, bot the Ooatinental system of heving limited
parkners In privats parinershipe hes ales bom mivedeted. By this tneans s plantation or other
Liosinesg may ba sarried on by an individusl or by two of move partoars, they being lishle to
tho foll extent of their meens, while frisnds who mey heve confidonce in them may go in as
poringrs to & deflpits amommt, drawing whatever proportion of profit way bo stipulated, but not
being Kuble bayond the criginel amomet contributed by them. Credtbors ape notifled of the
uature of gmoh perinerships by the registratiom of & Fummary of the articles of partnership and
the discloaing of the sums advanced in this manmer, but oot the names of the limited pariners
Which, eontrary to the Continental system, mey be kept scorsk

Much of the early logislation wan neccssarily taken up with the sabject of Iabourers,
Fijians and imported Polynesians snd ovolies, Full datwils of the aystem st work will be
found in snother chapier; but it will readily be edmitted that the dificultics of adjosting &
legialative syatem whish will epsure the protestion and enconregement of the various clamas
of labourers nemed, with the danenda of the white settlors, is no casy task, and must reqguice
rauch earefnl watching and improvament from time o time,

The Ordinances providing for a Bupramae Oourt, far civil and criminal procadure, and the
appointment of Btipsndiary Magistrates, ecnbrwss tnany improvements which it would cooupy
too much gpaca to ennmerste. Bofflea it to say that pleadings arm brisf, and theb cases are
heard within & very short period after the servics of the Writ of Bommons Both fwets and
law are determined by the Oourt, An appeul is silowed to the Privy Council when the value
in digpute ia £500 or upwards. In crimine! sasos the sccosed fa permilted to make his own
slatement or answer questions put to him by the prosiding Jodge. In the trial of pative cases
the Judge has the asidatance of Assesscra, and this syalem is aleo adopted whorm whites are
secused of doiug injury to natives. In other eriminal oases brials sre by jury. A cheap sad
specdy aystem is in operation for tha recovary of debis np to £50, thess cases baing taken in
the different distriets by the Blpendiary Magistrates u:hng pn Commissionars of the
Heprems Court, whish mhol thedesisions befora execubion is granfed in cases above £10
in valoe.

A law haa been pumad providing for the government of towns by mesns of & Warden and
Town Boord, and bye-laws have been framed under the powsrs of the Ordinensce for the
ennduet of the municipal bosineas of Suvn and Levuks, the chief towne.  An edosation law
hos been pagsed, under which fiourishing public schools have been cstablished in Bave szd
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Levuka. The public health haa been duly provided for by means of lecal autherities in the
different districta.

Altogether it may be fairly mid that during tha years of British administration the laws
whiah have beon alreedy pessed, and the codifying Ordinanees of wrions parts of the law which
are now hefore the ligialature, place tie lagldalion of the Colony in o peslien which might
afford & model to many oldor snd rioher sonntries,

HISTORY.

The Fijlan Archipolago wua discovared on tho Sth of March, 1643, by Abel Janson Tesman,
the famons Dotoh wavigstor. Bo far nasan ba somjootured, for the teack shown upon the chart does
not agros with the day's navigelilon s rocorded in the log, Tesman entered the gronp from the
castward somewhers belween the 16th and 17th degrees of sonth latiteds, and not Anding
atwhorags, worked his way northesnd among the lslands epd reefs lying off the ponsts of
Tavinni and Yanua Levn.  After many rigks of ghipwrack, he cleared the islands by way of
Undu Polnt and Thikombia, neming the group, eo feran then discovered, * Pavd WinLaews
Eveanpen.” Captain Cook, mors than one hondred years after, lay-to ooe night off Vatoa or
Taortle Inland. Captain Bligh, opon his memorshbla voyage in the launch of the Bowstfy,
efghted a part of the growp in 1782, and subsequently (in 1782), while commanding the
Providenee, mada further cbhesrvatiomm, soma of them remsrkably sceursts.  Oaplain
Wilson, Inthaummampl}ufmmdto Lave followed Tasman's oourse; bai, less
Fortunate than his predeccsscr, he strook (Beptember 186h, 1797) ou the outlying reefs of
Nukobasangs, very nesr 1o the seeme of FEarl Pembroke's dicpster in the Abatross
(Octobar 21st, 1870),

The early history of the eontach between: Fijians and Europeans is involved in obecarity,
and though it is not improbahls thet some of the sarenteont] tury navigators who madled
from the west soagt of Month Ameries, and were never heawd of, vizited tha group, nothing
deflnite was known of the jalands or its peaple nntil the bepinning of this cantury, when an
oorarranod happened whinh brooght them pudey the wotice of the Governor of New Booth
Wales. The Key. Thomas Witliame (“Fijf sod the Fljlana ™) this describes the svent.

* About the yoar 1804 s number of convicta escaped from Now South Wales and settled
among the jslands. Most of these desperadose lived cither st Mban or Baws, the chiefs of
which allowad them whatevar they chose bo demard, recsdving fo retmn their aid In carrying
on war, The new mttlers made thomselves dreaded by the natives, who were awed by the
murdetous effects of their fvearma. The hoatile ohiefs seeing their bravest wartiors fall in
battle without an apparont conse, belioved their enemies to he more than human, sgeinst
Whom uo foroe of theira availed, whose vistory was always sore, while their progresainvariably
epread terror and doath. No thooght of improving axd copsolidating the power thus won
eeqms (o have been entortained by the whites. Had soch e desire peassesod them, the absolute
government of the entive gronp lay within their reach ; but their ambition mever rose beyond
& lifs of indnlgence and an unrestrained gratifleation of the vilest pesions. Bome of tham
were men of the mopt desperate wickedness, bedug regnrded s monsters even by the farocious
cannibals with whom they assceisted. These lawless men wers tweniy-aeven in nmmber on
thoir arrival, bot in & few yeam the gresier part had ended their career, haviog fallen in the
native wars, or lo deadly sombat among themeslves. A Bwede, named Bavage, who had some
redeeming traits in his sharacter, and was moknowledged es head man by the whites, was
drowned and esten by the nativea of Weilen in 1815, In 1824 cnly two, and 1840 bot one of
his companions gurvived. This last wes an Irishman named Comnor, who stocd in the eme
relation to the King of Hows az Bavege hed done to the King of Mban, His influence smong
the nativea was mo groat, thot all his deairca, some of which were of the mosi inbuman Idnd,
were gratified, “The Hing of Rews would elways aveuge, and often in the moet cruel manner,
the real or fageied wrongs of this wan. Ef be desired the death of any nutive, the chiof would
send for the doomed man and direct him o make and heet an oven, into which, when red-hot,




